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WILLKOMMEN IN SPREEPARK / 34 


“| know it sounds goofy and arty, but cul- 
ture and art are as important now as 
they've ever been. We're so alienated 
from our community ... why not go wateh 
people you know—people who live and 
work here? The more global we become, 
the more local we have to support. 
Theatre falls into that, too."—Michelle 
Kennedy, director, on the collaboration at 
the heart of Willkommen in Spreepark. 
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DISH 29 “In Marmato, when a mine is bought, it is 
closed. Mills are bought and destroyed. 
The local economy is going backwards, 
and for the first time, people are unem- 


ployed. Hunger, prostitution and poverty 1 
are all that is left. Basically, this is a war 4 oe: 
on small miners.” —Diego Ruiz, represen- ; Dd K 1} ii 14 
ARTS 34 : : Lond ay the lal a of 4 ' 
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FILM 44 “But Chow soon chews up and spits out The 
any other Spielberg or Disney elements, e 2 Locat ons 
STONE ANGEL - 47 quickly making the film his own. He does 
REVIEWS - 47 so through a curious, often compelling On (0) 10 3345 Calgary Trail & 
CAPSULE 4 mix of threat and safety—even the poop 10104 - 109 Street 


jokes here are more realistically awful f ill 
as and yet more cartoonishly laughable.” — Il ‘ ~7 
MUSIC 50 Brian Gibson, critic, on Stephen Chow's > I I 7] CG © 9 O A ’ d ‘ 
: foray into family comedy. 
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"You go, ‘Well, that's the sound in the 
room.’ A lot of my favourite records are 
that way, you can hear the creaks, you're 
drawn in more because you hear those 


Seeking Members for 


e 
FREEWILL ASTROLOGY - 68 extra things and you realize, ‘Oh yeah, this Trails, Paths and Routes 
QUEERMONTON - 69 actually happened.’” —Ayla Brook, song- ° e 
writer, on the old-time sound of his new Advisory Committee 
album. 
The City of Edmonton Trails, Paths and Routes Advisory 
Committee (TPRAC) is receiving applications for three new 
members. TPRAC works towards the enhancement of 
! i t for walking, running, cycling, inline 
Here’s your preity ty Edmonton's environmen 
skating and travel by other active modes. 
to save lives. ‘ : 


The TPRAC provides City of Edmonton civic administration with 
advice on plans, maintenance and projects affecting multi-use 
trails and non motorised transport on sidewalks and cycling 
routes throughout the entire city. The committee also initiates 


F 
_ Edmonton 
_ Donor Clinic 


—— projects to bring forward pertinent issues. 
asp Committee members represent a broad range of users, ages and 
8:30 am-1:30pm abilities from different areas of the city. Meetings are every 
pac teren second month, usually Downtown on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
; To apply, send contact information and a page or two explaining 
phe eal your interest in Edmonton’s trails, paths and routes. Also outline 


what skills or experiences you can bring to the committee. 
Applications can be sent to: tprac@edmonton.ca. 


| Book your life 


Saving appointment Deadline for applications is May 28, 2008. 


today! 
Call 1888 2 DONATE For more information, phone 496-2615 or see 
a en cogs www.edmonton.ca/cycling > Current Initiatives > 
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3et smart on gas prices 


JIT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
ah, summer in Edmonton. Patios are open, the sun is shining and thou- 
sands of Edmontonians are cycling and walking throughout the city. Of 

; course, hundreds of thousands are dealing with those two other sure 

gns of the season: construction-induced gridlock and high gas prices. 


If you're a car-dependent 


Edmontonian—which, according to Statistics Canada, 


78 per cent of us—the May long weekend is an annual shock to the wallet 
jich promises to continue all summer long. Checking historical gas prices in the 
y reveals the obvious: the affordability of driving is only getting worse. ‘Swe 

So the May 16 speech by transportation expert Todd Litman of the Victoria 
ansport Policy Institute to a packed room of Edmonton municipal planners, 
insportation engineers, transit representatives, public health professionals, 


ida handful of city councillors came at an auspicious time. 


‘Litman presented a compelling argument that isolated measures to amelio- 
te elements of our car-dependent transportation woes—encouraging people 
buy hybrids in response to high gas prices or widening roads to ease traffic 
ngestion, for example—are simply inadequate half-measures. 
What is needed, Litman argued, is an integrated approach that views urban 
stainability as the intersection of environmental, social and economic objec- 
es to move from a planning model that views mobility—mostly by car—as its 
mary objective to one that puts accessibility at the centre of how we develop 
2 city. What that means is shifting focus to building walkable, smart-growth 
mmunities with features such as higher density, transportation diversity, traffic 
Iming measures and “urban villages” that offer neighbourhoods an appropriate 
x of activities without the need to get into a car. Only through such an integrat- 
approach, according to Litman, can we adequately address interconnected 
ues such as congestion, greenhouse gas emissions, transportation affordabili- 
public health and community economic development. 
Shifting the way we conceptualize cities is obviously a tall order, and will 
quire almost-unheard-of coordination between different departments, sectors 
d jurisdictions. The good news is that the barriers to realizing such a vision are 
t technical ones, but conceptual and political ones, meaning they can be over- 
me. And with every frustrated driver sitting in summer gridlock staring at a 
m reading “Regular: $1.25,” we move a step closer to making it all possible.w 


Issue No 657 / May 22 - May 28, 2008 / Available at over 1400 locations 


WUEWEEKLY 


10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB TSJ 1L7 
T; 780.426.1996 / F: 780.426.2889 / E: office@vueweekly.com / W: vueweekly.com 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 
NEWS EDITOR 

ARTS / FILM EDITOR 

MUSIC EDITOR 

DISH EDITOR 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EDITOR 
ASSOCIATE MUSIC EDITOR 
EDITORIAL INTERN 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
PRODUCTION 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
LAYOUT / DESIGN 


USTINGS 

LOCAL ADVERTISING 
CLASSIFIED. ADVERTISING 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING 

IES AND MARKETING MANAGER 
MINISTRATION / DISTRIBUTION 
MINISTRATION / PROMOTIONS 
MEDIA ASSISTANT 

COVER ILLUSTRATION 
CONTRIBUTORS 


RON GARTH / ron@vueweekly.com 

SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweek!y.com 

DAVID BERRY / david @vuewevkly.com 

EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 

JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vuewoekly.com 

JAMIE REINHART / reinhart@vueweekly.com 
LYLE BELL / lyle@vueweekly.com 

MICHAEL SIEK / mike@vueweekly.com 

SARAH HOLTHAM / sarah. h@vueweekly.com 
CHRIS BOSCHMAN / boschmen@vueweekly.com 


GLENYS SWITZER / glenys@vueweekly.com 
426.1996 / advertising @vuewnekly.com 
426.1996 / classifieds @vwewpekly.com 
DPS MEDIA / 416.413.9291 

ROB LIGHTFOOT / roh@vueweekly.com 
MIKE GARTH / michael @vueweekty.com 
AARON GETZ / aaron@vueweekly.com 
TREVOR KJORUEN / trevor€yueweekty.com 
SEAN BORCHERT / horch@shaw.ca 

Ricardo Acufia, Paul Biinav, Josef Braun, 


Brezsay, Jonathan Busch, Kristina De Guzman, Gwynne Dyer, Roger Garcia, Brian Gibson, 
mara Gorzalka, James Grasdal, Matthew Halliday, Gen Handley, Sharman Hnatiuk. Whitey 
wuston, Jan Hostyn, Connie Howard, Maria Kotovych, Andrea Nemerson, Carolyn Nikodym, 
Noel, Stephen Notley, Mary Christa O'Keefe, Michdal 0 Tuathail, Roland Pemberton, TB 
Player, Bob Prodor, Jamie Reinhart, Steven Sandot, Bryan Saunders, Darren Zenko 


PRINTING 
DISTRIBUTION 


THE EDMONTON SUN 
Clark Distribution, Barrett DeLaBarré, Alan Ching, 


Mike Garth, Aaron Getz, Bob Riley, Wally Yanish 


Vue Weakly is available 
free of pans at well 
over 1400 locations 
throughout Edmonton. 
We are funded solely 
through the support of 
our advertisers. Vue 
Weekly is a division of 
783783 Alberta Ltd. and 
is published every 
Thursday 


Vue Weekly is available 
free of charge through- 
out Greater Edmonton 
and Northern Alberta, 
limited to one copy per 
reader. Vue Weekly 
may be distributed only 
by Vue Weekly's 
authorized independent 
contractors and 
employees. No person 
may, without prior writ- 
ten permission of Vue 
Weekly, take more than 
one copy of each Vue 
Weakly issue. 


Canada Post Publica- 
tions Mail Agreement 
No. 40022989 


it undeliverable. return to: 
Vue Weekly 
10303 - 108 Street 
Edm, AB TSJ 1L7 


Audit Bureau of Circulations 
Member 


“>a tat _ yah * 


DYER STRAIGHT /8 [ ga GS 


= LETTERS 


JUST WHEN A LABOUR INCOME 
DEBATE COULDN'T GET MORE BORING 


A debate about real wages in Canada 
has filled this letters column ever since 
Vue published Maude Barlow’s article 
on NAFTA {“Renegotiate NAFTA? That 
sounds like a good idea,” Mar 6 - Mar 
12, 2008). This debate has, in fact, 
dragged on far too long. 

Prof Dick Beason has finally given us 
the source of his data—a source that, 
on brief examination, appears to be gen- 
uine, reliable StatsCan data. Using this 
data (a time series on “Labour Income”), 
Prof Beason concludes that real average 
wages in Canada have risen by 20 per 
cent since 1975. 

The problem is that my data are also 
from StatsCan, and are also genuine 
and reliable; but this data seems to 
show that average real wages have 
been stagnant or declining since 1991. 
What are we to make of this? 

Well, when two sets of data tell dif- 
ferent stories, you have to look at the 
(even more) boring, picky details of what 
that data is actually measuring. A quick 
glance at the Statistics Canada “defini- 
tions, data sources and methods” web 
page reveals that “Labour Income” 
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includes not just wages, but also “direc- 
tors’ fees, bonuses ... and stock 
options.” My data, on the other hand, 
reports the average hourly wages for 
workers paid by the hour, which is the 
way most Canadians get paid. 

So my data dovetails pretty well 
with the period of NAFTA (which 
came into force in 1994) and 
describes what has actually happened 
to the wages of the vast majority of. 
Canadians. Prof Beason’s data, by 
contrast, seems to show the effect of 
the fat bonuses and stock options 
offered to corporate management and 
CEOs. Since CEOs and senior manage- 
ment are also, technically, employees, 
| accept Beason’s correction. 

For the record, though, Maude Bar- 
low talked about “real wages” not “real 
average labour income.” She was right. 
Prof Beason was wrong. 

TOM FULLER 
DIRECTOR, PROJECTS 
ALBERTA FEDERATION OF LABOUR 


ANCESTRY LIKELY DETERMINES HOW 
YOU FEEL AFTER YOU BEAT MEAT 


| just wanted to say | enjoyed Connie 
Howard's recent article about meat ver- 
sus vegetarian diets ("One more for the 
veggies,” May 1 - May 7, 2008). | think 
this whole one-size-fits-all approach is 
very limiting. 

Personally, going (almost) veg has led 
to the healthiest and strongest time of 
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my life. | have actually added muscle, 
lost fat | didn’t even know | had (I've 
always been somewhat skinny), and I've 
just felt healthier and more energetic in 
general. | also tend to snack a lot more 
and eat smaller meals. | never really 
changed my diet, | just stopped buying 
meat save for seafood. 

| wonder though, if all this doesn't 
have a direct bearing on our ancestry. 
Obviously some people's ancestors would 
have had a meat-based diet, such as the 
Inuit. Others, however, may have subsist- 
ed mainly on fruits and vegetables, such 
as the Native peoples of the Pacific 
Northwest. My own ancestry is Frisian, a 
group of people who have lived in north- 
western Europe for thousands of years 
and who are now confined to northwest- 
erm Germany and Holland. My ancestors 
had a diet rich in fish and vegetables and 
fruit, but which rarely consisted of 
domesticated meats like beef and pork. 
So it just makes sense that my own 
metabolism prefers such a diet. I'd love to 
see a study on that though, wouldn't you? 
DAVE ZYLSTRA 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


Aadian corporation mining misery in Colombia 


RESIDENTS OF MARMATO FACE POVERTY, RELOCATION IN FACE OF LAND GRABS AND OPEN-PIT GOLD MINE 


wichEAL 6 TUATHAIL / otuathail@vueweekly.com 
«Marmato: your coveted gold is the 
source of riches for strangers—and the 
cause of misery for yourselves.” —Old 
Marmatefio saying. 


n Marmato, a small mining town 

clinging to the side of E] Burro, a 

mountain in the Colombian Andes, 
“Ios canadienses” are the talk of the 
town’s 8000 residents. 

For over 500 years small-scale 
“subsistence” gold mining formed 
Marmato into a distinct community 
that made its living, traditions and 
legends deep in the dank corridors of 
the mines. 

But five years ago the community's 
roots were shaken when, through its 
subsidiary Mineras de Caldas, Toron- 
to-based Colombia Goldfields began 
buying out local miners and consoli- 
dating ownership of El Burro, provok- 
ing what many in the community call 
the “economic forced displacement” 
of Marmato. 

Yamil Amar Catafio, a miner and 
president of the Marmato Pro-Defence 
Committee, a grassroots organization 
opposed to the company’s plans, can 
still remember the impact when the 
company first arrived in Marmato. 

“(The miners] had never seen so 
much money in one place,” he recalls. 
“They only know pesos. The dollars 
flashed in their faces were part of a 
plan to destabilize the community.” 

It is a plan which has proven suc- 
cessful. The company has already 
acquired 95 per cent of legal mines in 
the Zona Alta, an area dedicated 
since the ‘50s to small-scale mining, 
as well as the medium-sized opera- 
tion at the base of E] Burro. Such 
large-scale acquisitions are unprece- 
dented in Marmato, and have had a 
profound impact on the community, 
which has long depended on small- 
scale mining for its economic well- 
being. 

“In Marmato, when a mine is 
bought, it is closed. Mills are bought 
and destroyed,” explains Diego Ruiz, 
a lawyer, miner and representative of 
the Colombian Federation of Small 
Miners (FENAMICOL). “The local 
economy is going backwards, and for 
the first time, people are unemployed. 
Hunger, prostitution and poverty are 
all that is left. Basically, this is a war 
on smal! miners.” 


SINCE THE SPANISH CONQUEST, the 


pursuit of Latin America’s mineral 


2 MINING 


riches has figured decisively in the 
region’s history, social relations and 
political fate. More recently—starting 
in the 1990s—a wave of free-market 
economic reforms opened many 
countries to increased levels of for- 
eign investment and there was a 
sharp increase in mining industry 
activity in the region, the Canadian 
share of which had increased 35 per 
cent by 2004, making Canadian com- 
panies by far the biggest players in 
mining. 

Colombia—tich in oil, coal, gold and 
emeralds—is also notorious for vio- 
lence often associated with armed 
groups seeking control of the country’s 
abundant resources. The Colombian 
government under President Alvaro 
Uribe Vélez has promoted large-scale 
mining projects, which it argues brings 
foreign investment to a country where 
gross economic inequality and the 
ever-thriving drug economy fuel an 
armed conflict that has historically 
kept many investors away. 

Uribe’s pro-business legislation and 
the negotiation of multiple free trade 
agreements have made him the 
champion of neoliberal reformers in 
Latin America. He has worked hard to 
portray to international investors and 
the world that he has the leftist guer- 
rillas of the FARC, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, on the run 
and the right-wing paramilitary 
groups tamed. The idea is to curb the 
violence in the country to “accept- 
able” levels. 

Canadian multinationals and the 
Harper government have heard that 
message loud and clear. Last July, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper visited 
Colombia, pledging Canada’s support 
for Uribe and announcing the begin- 
ning of free trade talks, seen as part 
of Canada’s “re-engagement in the 
Americas,” a major foreign policy pri- 
ority. 

Economic partnerships with Uribe’s 
Colombia are controversial—as was 
shown in March when the US Con- 
gress froze the ratification of a free 
trade agreement with Colombia—and 
there are undisputed problems. 

Colombia remains the most dan- 
gerous place in the world for trade 
unionists. To date, 65 of Uribe’s allies 


~ in the Colombian Congress are being 


investigated for links to right-wing 


paramilitary death squads, a scandal 
known in Colombia as “para-politica.” 
Of that number, 29 are currently in jail 
for proven links. The scandal has 
touched everyone around the presi- 
dent but not Uribe himself. 

The LA Times reports that extrajudi- 
cial executions, or “false posilives,” 
whereby civilians murdered by the 
army are subsequently dressed as 
guerrilla fighters in order to “gain 
points,” are on the rise. The armed 
conflict and the situation of the nearly 
four million displaced Colombians 
have been described by the United 
Nations as “the biggest humanitarian 
crisis in the Western Hemisphere.” 

While in Bogota, Prime Minister 
Harper spoke of Canadian investment 
possibly leading to peace, and 
rebuffed critics of the Canada-Colom 
bia Free Trade Agreement. 

“We're not going to say, ‘Fix all 
your social and human rights prob- 
lems, and only then will we engage in 
trade relations with you,” Harper said 
during his visit. “That's a ridiculous 
position.” 


CANADIAN COMPANIES are finding in 


Colombia a yet-untapped bonanza of 
resources which, combined with 
agreeable fiscal reforms and a height 
ening of state and state-allied armed 
presence in the countryside, make the 
risk of popular opposition to 
megaprojects a minor concern 

“The Uribe ‘stability’ is the most 
cited reason for moving in now,” says 
Jamie Kneen of the Ottawa-based 
industry watchdog Mining Watch 
Canada. “[Along] with booming com 
modity prices and a shortage of devel 
opment projects.” 

Coming to the aid of Canadian min 
ing companies in Latin America 1s 
often the Canadian government. “(The 
government) explicitly supports min 
ing investment as a development 
tool,” says Kneen. “Based on what 
evidence, we don’t know.” 

In 2001, Colombia enacted the new 
Mining Code, but failed to consult 
with indigenous, peasant and Afro 
Colombian communities as required 
by international agreements to which 
Colombia is a signatory. 


IBEW Live Better, 
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Prior to ratification, however, t 
Mining Code received technical a 
financial support from the Canadi 
International Development Ager 
(CIDA), who contracted for assistar 
an industry-funded think-tank bas 
at the University of Calgary, the Cai 
dian Energy Research Institute (CER 

Critics argue that the result wa 
controversial code with weaken 
labour and environmental safegua 
and generous breaks for forei 
investors, including four per cent n 
alty rates 

“What is really at issue is the mo 
of development being promoted 
CIDA],” states Kneen. “[The quest 
is} whether facilitating foreign inve 
ment is more important than prot 
ing and building on local economi 
never mind human rights, lab« 
rights and environmental prot} 
tions.” 


ON THE GROUND in colombia, one : 


sense the distance between the vie| 
of rural mining communities aly 
those of Bogota, Ottawa and § 
Street 

Colombia Goldfields, who did }» 
respond to repeated requests by | 
for comment, declares on its web 
that it is “rediscovering the land of) 


golden mountain” through exp, 
ration projects that have reveale 
least 5.3 million ounces (over 
tonnes) of gold in the Marmato are 
According to its own press rele 
és, the company’s consolidatior 


land and exploration projects \ 
convert Marmato into “a world-cl 
asset” and their “latest 

But it is a story which has larg 
ignored the impacts on the comm 
ly 


uccess stor 


“The company has a right to in\ 
in Marmato,” Ruiz concedes. "But 
community also has rights. The cc 
pany and the government he 
ignored [the social problems assoc 
ed with unemployment]. The com: 
nity is left to deal with that on 
own.” 

Having no prior exploitation exp 
ence itself, many suspect that Color 
Goldfields will sell its Marmato proj 
ties off to a larger company 
exploitation. The method of choic: 
multinational mining companie 
often “open-pil,” a process that at \ 
mato would remove “between 30 
and 60 000 tonnes of earth dail: 


CONTINUES ON PA 


EDMONTON 461-9086 
WWW.IBEW424.NET 


MAY: 22~'MAY 28, 2008 


-oliticians, judges and a general make for political 
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GWYNNE DYER 
gwynne@2vueweekly.com 


| 
want to inform the entire nation that 
Mon, May 12, 2008, all deposed 
dges will be restored,” Nawaz Sharif 
d journalists in Lahore after a crisis 
seting with the head of the other 
jjor party in Pakistan's governing 
alition, Asif Zardari. But it didn’t hap- 
n, so on May 13 Sharif pulled all nine 
nisters of his Pakistan Muslim 
ague-Nawaz (PML-N) party out of the 
yernment. 
This was not just a minor spat between 
liticians. It heralds a major crisis in the 
untry that is America’s most important 
y in the Bush administration's “war on 
ror,” and the crisis is precisely about 
) huge influence that the United States 
arcises in Pakistan. 
The 60 deposed judges at the centre of 
» dispute were dismissed last 
vember by the country’s military dicta- 
, General Pervez Musharraf. All of them 
re really fired for defying his rule, and 
: Supreme Court judges among them in 
ticular for being about to deliver a rul- 
that would have declared Musharraf's 
ection” as president the previous 
nth illegal. 
The constitution said that no serving mil- 
iv officer could run for president, but 
jsharraf was unwilling to take off his uni- 
mT until he had won the “election” in par- 
ment and been confirmed in the presi- 


TIMEWARP 
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dency. If the Supreme Court was going to 
rule against that manoeuvre, then the dis- 
obedient judges would just have to be 
removed. But the strategy that Musharraf 
and the United States had created to keep 
him in power collapsed when Benazir 
Bhutto was assassinated in December. 

The plan was that Musharraf, by now a 
deeply unpopular figure in Pakistan, would 
allow a controlled restoration of democra- 
cy in which another close American ally, 
Benazir Bhutto, would return from exile and 
become prime minister. For historical rea- 
sons her Pakistan People’s Party stood a 
good chance of winning a free election. 
Afterwards, she would work together with 
Musharraf, now a duly elected civilian 
president, who would step back from the 
limelight but still exercise ultimate control 
over the military. 

The strategy might have succeeded if 
Benazir Bhutto had not been killed in 
December, but much of the PPP’s popu- 
larity was really reflex loyalty to the 
Bhutto family. Bhutto's successor as 
party leader, her husband Asif Zardari, 
was a deeply controversial figure who 
could not mobilize popular support in 
the same way. 

The PPP emerged as the largest sin- 
gle party when the parliamentary elec- 
tions, postponed because of Bhutto's 
death, were finally held in February, but 
it did not win enough seats to form a 
government on its own. It had to make 
a coalition with the second-largest 
party, Nawaz Sharif's PML-N, which 
had no secret understandings with the 
United States or Musharraf. 


crisis in Pakistan 


SHARIF WAS the elected prime minister 
whom Musharraf overthrew in his 1999 
coup, and he is unyielding in his opposition 
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to the general staying in office as presi- 
dent. When the two parties formed a coali- 
tion government two months ago, they 
agreed that the judges who were unjustly 
dismissed by Musharraf would have to be 
reinstated, but it turns out that they didn’t 
mean quite the same thing by it. 

Sharif understood it to mean that the 
judges would get their old jobs back— 
whereupon the Supreme Court would 
deliver the ruling on the: legality of 
Musharraf's “election” as president that 
they were fired to forestall last October. 
Goodbye Musharraf (unless the army 
stages another coup to save him, which 
seems unlikely at this stage). 

Zardari, on the other hand, remains 
loyal to his late wife's deal with 
Musharraf, and talks about restoring the 
deposed judges—but not necessarily to 
their old jobs, and only as part of a pack- 
age that also restricts their powers. In 
other words, they would not be able to 
pull the plug on Musharraf. All the influ- 
ence of the United States, of course, is 
behind Zardari and the PPP. 

The first deadline to restore the 
judges was missed on Apr 30. The sec- 
ond passed without any government 
action on May 12, and the following 
day Nawaz Sharif pulled his party out 
of the governing coalition, which then 
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lost its majority in parliament. He says 
he may continue to vote with the PPP 
on an issue-by-issue basis, but what 
seemed to be a remarkably smooth 
return to democracy has been serious- 
ly destabilized. 

The Bush administration's obsession 
with saving Musharraf is wrong not just 
because it is sabotaging Pakistani democ- 
racy, but because he does not really serve 
US interests in the region any more. 

Washington values Musharraf 
because he has gone along with the US 
strategy of aggressively pursuing “mili- 
tants” and “extremists” in the Pashtun- 
speaking regions along the Pakistani- 
Afghan. border. It has repaid him with 
large amounts of foreign aid and unfail- 
ing political support. But it was pre- 
cisely that strategy that made 
Musharraf the least popular public fig- 
ure in Pakistan, and it manufactures far 
more enemies of the United States (and 
of the Pakistani and Afghan govern- 
ments) than it eliminates. 

It really is time for Washington to drop 
both him and the strategy. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are pub- 
lished in 45 countries. His column appears 
each week in Vue Weekly. 
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f there is one indisputable claim 
that Mel Hurtig can make, it's that 
he’s a dedicated Canadian. 

in the ‘80s, he published The Canadi- 
an Encyclopedia to document Canada’s 
history, personalities and accomplish- 
ments and has subsequently penned a 
half-dozen books, including The 
Betrayal of Canada and The Vanishing 
Country, to shed light on what he saw 
as threats to its future. 

As a founding member of the Com- 
mittee for an Independent Canada, the 
council of Canadians and the short- 
lived National Party, Hurtig has spent 
more than a generation pushing to 
maintain economic and political sover- 
eignty in the face of free trade agree- 
ments and business leaders and 
politicians bent on greater integration 
with our imposing southern neighbour. 

Given Hurtig’s numerous efforts at 
advancing the cause of Canadian 
nationalism and sovereignty, it’s 
understandable that he’s a little upset 
as he looks back and surveys the suc- 
cess, or lack thereof, of his life’s work. 
Such is the somewhat depressing task 
that Hurtig undertakes in his latest 
book, The Truth About Canada. 

Actually, by his own admission, 
he’s not just upset, he’s seriously 
pissed off about the direction that the 
country has been heading in since the 
1980s. And he wants you to be pissed 
off too, writing in the book's preface, 
“| hope you will be angry after reading 
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The Truth About Canada, very angry. 
Angry at greedy, hypocritical, inten- 
tionally misleading corporate execu- 
tives, and angry at the remarkably 
inept politicians who have allowed a 
small and wealthy plutocracy to sell 
out our country and our destiny for 
their own selfish motives.” 

Strong words, to be sure, but Hurtig 
follows them up by spending almost 
400 pages documenting in excruciat- 
ing detail and frustrated tone just how 
far Canada has slipped from its self- 
perceived ideal of being a just and 
internationally admired nation. 


IN PAGE AFTER PAGE of statistics and 


measures, Hurtig both compares 
Canada to itself—showing the monu- 
mental shifts in economics, social 
measures and culture which have 
occurred under Prime Ministers Mul- 
roney, Chrétien, Martin and Harper— 
and to the other developed nations of 
the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development (OECD). 
On health care, Hurtig reveals that 
Canada now ranks S4th in the world 
in the number of physicians relative to 
population—below not only countries 
one would expect like Norway and 
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Sweden, but also Kaza- 


khstan, Armenia, 
Uruguay and a host of 
others. 


On child poverty, he 
points out that despite 
a 1989 House of Com- 
mons pledge to elimi- 
nate child poverty by 
the year 2000, the num- 
ber of Canadian chil- 
dren living in poverty 
has gone from 15.1 per 
cent at the time of the 
federal vow to 17.7 per 
cent in 2004. 

On the tattered 
Canadian social safety 
net, he shows that 
when it was still called 
Unemployment Insur- 
ance in 1980, 86 per 
cent of unemployed 
workers received assis- 
tance from the pro- 
gram, dropping to just 
40 per cent today as the re-branded 
Employment Insurance program 

Hurtig also dispenses with the myth 
of an equitable Canada, using Statis- 
tics Canada data to show that 
between 1984 and 2005 only the 
wealthiest 10 per cent of Canadians 
increased their share of wealth. In 
2005, the richest 40 per cent of Cana- 
dians owned 89.4 per cent of wealth 
in the country and the bottom 40 per 
cent shared just 2.4 per cent 
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MORE THAN just a compiler of numbers, 


Hurtig pulls no punches in pointing fin 

gers at who he sees as the guilty parties 
in all of this. He skewers the failure of 
successive governments since the ‘80s 
and their business allies, including the 
Canadian Council of Chief Executives, 
well-funded right wing think-tanks like 
the CD Howe and Fraser Institutes, 
along with the corporate media, which 
he says has turned a blind eye to what 
has been happening. Hurtig also spends 


nadder than Mel and say, ‘I’m not going to take it anymore’ 


considerable space focusing « 
what he sees as the driving for 
behind Canada’s decline: the U 
Canada Free Trade Agreeme 
(which he calls “the most colc 
sal con job in Canadian histor 
as well as NAFTA and the rest 
the alphabet soup of free tra 
agreements. 

Where The Truth Abo 
Canada comes up short is 
its relative dearth of prescri 
tions for what Canadians c; 
do with their newfound ang 
only devoting a chapter to t 
urgent need for elector 
reform, which he says h 
been his “most important p 
ority” for the past 30 yea 
and offering a brief call { 
greater political activism 
Canadians and grassroc 
democratic involvement 
stop the latest threat to sov: 
eignty, the Security and Pri 
perity Partnership 

But in fairness, at 75 Hurtig shou 
n't be expected to be at the front 
any barricades, and if everyone w 
reads his book gets as angry as Hui 
did writing it, things will be pre 
crowded up there on the frontlit 
anyway. Vv 


Me! Hurtig will be in Edmonton to « 
cuss The Truth About ‘Canada on T 
May 22 (7 pm) at the Old Timer’s Ca 


(9430 Scona Road), Admission is free 
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; though this is a lesson that 
{nister Ron Liepert has leamed well. 


, Last'week Mr Ligpert. announced What “2.4 


rT be the firstwof @ year-long line-up of 
ajor changes to our health-care system, At 
st blush the announced plan to combine 
of the province's existing health boards 
to one “suiperboard” looks harmless 
ough, and even seemis to make sense. 
The primary problem with the way 


“alth-care management and administra- M 


jn has been set up in this province is 
at the main purpose of the health 
ards is to divest the government of 
sponsibility and public accountability 
our health care system. 

‘Albertans have seen this government 
e this same tactic with school boards and 
inicipalities, If you create an arms-length 
dy and put it in charge of a major policy 
2a, when things go wrong the govern- 
ant has someone to point its finger at, 
owing the government to avoid having to 
xe public responsibility for the problems. 
pewise, when government decides to 
ider- fund an area, they can simply blame 
‘ard mismanagement for the short-fall 
ther than having to deal with the public 
mselves. It's a classic example of politi- 
| buck-passing, and the Tories have been 
|ffecting the technique since the Ralph 
in restructurings of the early ‘90s. 

The long-term impact of this type of de- 
ntralized board structure, of course, is 
at a government will eventually lose 
mpletely its abilitycto manage and direct 
nificant areas of public-policy. In Alber- 
the government has worked so hard to 
tance-itself from the-decisions of the 
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various health boards that they have 
essentially lost any power they once had 
to impact strategic changes on the ground. 

Thus, my first reaction to Minister 
Liepert's announted changes to the 
health care governance structure—if cre- 
ating one superboard means that the gov- 
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ernment is finally willing to take back 
responsibility and become accountable 
again for our health care system—was 
that I'm all for it. Unfortunately, however, 
it soon became evident that there are 
other goals at play here, and that first- 
blush reaction went right out the window. 
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more significant changes might be: The 


the usual list 6f Tory and corporate friends 
who find their way to these sorts of patron- 
age appointments. There's a'former MP 
who also Happens to runan insurance bro- 
kerage, there's a former president of the 
TSX Venture Exchange, and the former 
president of a couple of large engineering 
firms. There are no health-care profession- 
als and there is no one with academic train- 
ing in health-care management or health 
administration. It would make a fabulous 
board for an engineering or energy. corpara- 
tion, but why have these folks been 
appointed to the body that is going to take 
responsibility aver our health-care system? 
The government's choice for an interim 
CEO is even more telling. Charlotte Robb is 
the former CEO of DynaLife Diagnostics 
(formerly Dynacare Kasper Medical Labora- 
tories or DKML). For those with a short 
memory, DKML was born as a result of the 
Klein government's moves in the early 
1990s to begin privatizing the health system 
bit by bit, starting with the medical and 
diagnostic labs. Charlotte Rebb:-has ser 
firsthand the amount of foitertet te 


members, coupled with his comments to 
» the media.in introducing the new board, 
: eee, sense of what those > 


séven members appointed to the-board are’ ~ 
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very concertetimove to a private-sector 
model for ouir’system. Instead of the pub- 
lic interest and human beings, the minis- 
ter is starting to speak of bottom lines 
and shareholders. Our public health-care 
system, a8 we have come to know it, is 
not about profit margins and share value; 
it is about providing a quality and acces- 
sible service to all the people of Alberta. 

It is critical that Albertans not be dis- 
tracted by this move, which amounts to 
wand-waving, bright lights and a puff of 
smoke. We must continue to focus on the 
man behind the curtain and be very wary 
of which levers he is pulling. He has clear- 
ly revealed the intent and direction of the 
upcoming changes he plans to the system, 
and it goes contrary to what Albertans 
have. said time and time again they want 
Hopefully Albertans can remain focused 
on the real plan long enough to shut down 
yet another attempt at privatization before 
the grand illusion is over and we lose our 
public system. w = 
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Having recently been swimming in crystal 
clear but microbe-laden sea water, and 
‘having had my first experience with angry 
scean-itch ankles, | got thinking about 
‘bugs in relationship to our health again. 
Ocean microbes are, of course, mostly 
friendly to humans, but stories about 
‘superbugs like MRSA, West Nile or the 
fungal infection causing deadly pneumo- 
ja-like infections for some citizens of 
ancouver Island make it easy to become 
a jittle cootie-phobic. 
But some of us are fairly immune to 
these things, can be directly exposed and 
eft entirely unharmed, while others get 
very sick, which points to the idea that 
the host environment plays a key role. 

Understanding this better than we cur- 
rently do and coming up with new 
approaches to common infectious dis- 
gases is important, to put it mildl —of 
the tens of thousands of; 
acquired infections each: 
ty are now resi 
antibiotic, and som 
available antib 
approach doesn’ 
and safety trick we'd hoped 

‘It's occurred to me yet: 
microbes just might be more determined 
to survive than we are. And that they 
were here before we were, and that 
maybe our hard-hitting pre-emptive war 
on bugs—with the many vaccines and 
antibiotics routinely used—is only mak- 
ing things worse. Because, though many 
bacteria and viruses clearly have the 
potential to make us ill, many are also 
very important to our microbiology. 

We're the newcomers here, and 
ungrateful ones at that, with our anti-micro- 
bial soaps and cleaners and medications 
and all. Much of our microbiology—30 per 
cent, they say—is nonhuman, meaning 
bacteria and things, and microbiologists are 
worried about the disappearance of protec- 
tive microbes, which our zealous anti-bacte- 
‘ial approach isn’t helping. 

_ |'m all for antibiotic and antiviral meds 
iN the presence of serious illness of course, 
but do we really need them for run-of-the- 


a8 Staples in livestock feed? Actually, yes 
{o that second question, thanks to modem 
dairy practices. The animals apparently 


mill ear and throat and sinus infections? Or - 


aren't meant to digest a diet of grain, 
which causes health problems for them, for 
which they then require medication— 
these are meds that are unnecessary when 
cattle are permitted to graze freely. 


BUT BACK TO human health issues, not 
that the livestock issue is unrelated. 
Aside from the fact that some of us aren't 
at prime immune function on a diet con- 
sisting of primarily grains either, we're 
deluded: if we think we're going to be 
able to wipe out the bad bugs and not 
adversely semi-sterilize our biosphere. 

For one, microbes will just continue to 
evolve and share drug-resistant traits and 
Teproduce drug-resistant strains, and we're 
not keeping up with them. For another, in 
knocking out nature's built-in checks and 
balances, we too often create the perfect 
environment for the bad guys to flourish, as 
is the case with the post-antibiotic fungi- 
free-for-alls our bodies requiarly host. 

Which is exactly what seems to be 
happening more and more often in those 
prone to sinus or ear infections—two or 

eds, but the infections 

porarily, only to 

clues lie in 
| 


But the answer to the problem of chron- 
ic infections surely can’t lie in a little 
patience, in a holistic approach that con- 
siders the host environment over the 
pathogen, or at least along with it? Herbs, 
enzymes and probiotics acting on our bod- 


ies’ responses to pathogens can be power- _ 


ful treatments and future preventions, 
though not of course immediate or fast 
solutions to long-standing imbalances. 
Athletes on probiotic supplements 
have been found to have substantially 
shorter and less severe respiratory illness 


symptoms than those on placebos— ‘ 


maybe because probiotic microorganisms 
neutralize toxins produced by pathogenic 
bacteria, train the immune system, pre- 
vent growth of harmful microbes, and 
produce vitamins B, K and a bunch of 
beneficial enzymes? 

Let’s hope Health Canada doesn’t soon 
ban these clearly hazardous alternative 
therapies. w 


p of 
not from a bea infection, but from an 
~immune reaction to a fungus. 7 
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order to produce 250 000 ounces of 
gold annually,” according to the Medel- 
lin newspaper El Colombiano. 

Such a large-scale mining operation 
is expected to provide several hundred 
jobs, but Marmatefios see this as a lim- 
ited opportunity. If exploitation is done 
through open-pit mining, it is expected 
to exploit in two decades what would 
take small mining 200 years. The envi- 
ronmental impacts of open-pit 
exploitation are another concern due 
to the use of cyanide in extraction and 
the giant holes left where mountains 
once stood. 


THE SCALE of the operation would also 
require the relocation of the residents 
of Marmato, a process which is not 
without precedent in Colombia. 

In his book The Profits of Extermina- 
tion, Francisco Ramirez Cuellar argues 
that paramilitary violence, forced dis- 
placement, massacres and disappear- 
ances have been used to remove entire 
communities from resource-rich areas 
and to secure investments for multina- 
tional corporations. 

In the countryside, huge swaths of 
land have been cleared of their inhab- 
itants and are now home to sugar 
cane and African palm plantations, 
part of the burgeoning “biofuel” 
industry. 

But Marmatenos remain vehement 
ly opposed to relocation, despite 
numerous strategies which have been 
used to compel people to leave. 

When a landslide ripped through 
the centre of Marmato during the 
winter rains of 2006, leaving several 
buildings in ruins, the state geologi 
cal agency Ingeominas recommended 
the removal of the town, despite not 
ing that mitigation projects could 
avoid such disasters in the future 
The government promptly declared 
Marmato a “high risk zone,” making 
the unilateral decision to move the 
town for its own safety. 

Colombian opposition Senator 
Jorge Robledo argues that while “mil 
lions of Colombians are living at risk” 
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of geological instability, the real 
motive behind the government-spon- 
sored relocation of the town is 
Colombia Goldfields’ mining project. 

Despite the widespread opposition, 
there are already new buildings under 
construction in the neighbouring 
community of El Llano, where rival- 
ries have a long and bitter history. 
Relocation to El Llano would also 
place the community within walking 
distance of an open-pit mine. = 

“We don’t want what they are offer- 
ing us,” Says one miner. “We don’t 
want a nice big school or a new office 
for the mayor. We only want what we 
already have ... but here!” 

The company has hired a sociologist 
and contracted an NGO to promote 
alternative economic activity for Mar- 
matenhos who have lost their liveli- 
hoods as miners, such as agricultural 
production and tourism, But Mar- 
matefios are skeptical about how likely 
the community is to shift succesfully to 
other economic activities. 

“| have never seen an example of a 
community of miners transformed into 
farmers,” argues Ruiz.-“And what 
tourism will there be with an open-pit 
mine?” 

But the rampant unemployment 
resulting from consolidation of prop- 
erty has been perhaps the most effec- 
tive strategy in moving Marmato, 
According to Miguel Alberto Giraldo, 
the son of a famous Marmateno histo- 
rian, Marmato had always known full 
employmeht, however humble it was, 
and the economic impacts of wide 
spread unemployment have been cat- 
astrophic. 

“"Marmato doesn’t exist for Mar- 
matefios anymore. They'll all have to go, 
but how, where and when?” he asks, 

At a public forum in Marmato, a 
community elder asks the question on 
the minds of many in the community. 

“Why are they so intent on kicking 
us out of our homes? 

“What lies below this ground, leave 
it there ... it's for our grandchildren.” w 


Michéal O Tuathail is a freelance jour. 
nalist and a member of La Chiva, an 
Alberta-based group which works with 
communities in Colombia 
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A gorgeous Victoria Day long weekend, 
clear and calm and well above 30 
degrees in the foothills; the Calgary Sun 
takes pains to point out this is the first 
time in years “May Long” has been 
other than 72 hours of cold disappoint- 
ment—testy rounds of Monopoly to an 
accompaniment of raindrops beating on 
RV fibreglass. 

This weekend, though, my first sum- 
mertide as a homeowner? Well! There's 
planting to be done and lawn to be 
mowed, weeds to be whacked. Many 
seasons’ worth of debris to be disposed 
of. and a deck begging to be transformed 
from a manky, pressure-treated expanse 
of broken-down furniture and autumn 
guests’ sodden DuMaurier butts into 
something that, if you squint just right, 
might appear roughly congruous to the 
“outdoor rooms” seen on magazine cov- 
ers. All right! 

But videogames ... they are the ene- 
mies of sun, plants and the outdoors, 
and deadlines don't relax just because 
it's such a nice day. \'m on the hook, 

and elsewhere, for game commen- 
‘ary. First impulse: go seasonal. dust as 
December/January can be faked 
through with Gift Guides and Year in 
Re/Preview pieces and 
September/October can support one or 
two looks into to the madness of the 04 
releases, maybe May means | can bust 
Out On ... gardening games? 

OK, well ... there’s the Harvest Moon 
‘arming-sim games, where you water 
plants over and over and over, raise a 

ind yourself a good farmwife; 

got a pink-branded “cute” edition, 
now, for girl farmers ... | wonder what the 
eligible farm bachelors are like, there? 
How does sun-baked, dirt-caked, taciturn, 
cebl-drowned and depressed translate 
(nto adorable Japanese cartoon style? 

Um, Animal Crossing? Lots of weed- 
ing and planting to do there, when 
you're not busy running embarrassing 
errands for the laziest animals this side 
of [googles “laziest animal”) koalas. | 
guess Pikmin is basically a gardening 
game, too. More recently, No More 
Heroes had ultrahomicidal lightsaber 
assassin Travis Touchdown doing some 


landscape/agricultural moonlighting in 
the lawn-mowing and coconut-gathering 
trades. Mario gathered wild flowers and 
magic mushrooms, Link harvested 
organically grown bomb plants ... 


A VERY Nintendo-centric list, reflecting 
the earthy preoccupations of maestro 
Shigeru Miyamoto. As the sun dapples 
my yard through the leafing-out elm, the 
local blue jay does his best rusty-gate 
impression and weird, unfamiliar bugs 
scurry around my firepit of scavenged cin- 
derblocks, | feel where he’s coming from. 
Wouldn't games be a lot more pleasant if 
magic seed-pods and rustic bushel-basket 
planters could bump first-aid kits and 
industrial crates downward in the hierar- 
chy of onscreen idioms? If every mega- 
macho Markus Fenix had to tend an 
orchard of Bullet Trees, home-brew their 
own steroids? 

These are the kind of daydreams you 
have, puttering in your yard. Still, even 
with all this outdoorsiness, | couldn't 
stay away from videogames—they are 
everywhere, and can’t resist them. | got 
a lot of time in with My Life as a King, 
the new downloadable WiiWare spinoff 
in the Final Fantasy: Crystal Chronicles 
universe, directing my happy little king- 
dom of adorable wizards and warriors 
until the sunshine glare off my TV 
screen reflected too much season-guilt 
into my eyes and | went back outside to 
mow. Friday night in Calgary, the old 
Space Invaders cabinet at Tubby Dog 
gave mea hard, embarrassing lesson on 
how far my old-school reflexes have 
degraded through years of being 
spoiled by today’s babycakes difficulty 
levels; at Ikea the next day, shopping 
for patio accoutrements, it was all | 
could do to keep myself from the inter- 
active virtual kitchen-creator kiosks 

The spring/summer gamer guilt ... it 
burns those with certain social sensitivi- 
ties. Every time-we close a curtain to cut 
the glare or drape a shirt over our head 
and shoulders so we can see the 
screen(s) as we sit outside with our PSPs 
and DSes, we get a pang—at those 
moments we're embodying every pasty- 
faced, basement-dwelling, exercise-shun- 
ning, troglodytic stereotype our tribe was 
ever hung with. But that doesn’t stop us 
praying for a little bit of rain. 

For the plants. Rain for the plants. A 
couple of cooler, overcast days, a little 
light drizzle ... they sure could use itv 
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A place where Customer Service and 
Selection meet to form the perfect 
shopping experience. different 


Visit one of our 2 locations and 
see what the fuss is all about! 


} SO much more including maternit 


Find designer brands straight from the pages of your favourite call today to book your 

fashion magazines. With oversized change rooms, complimentary next eye exam. 780.641.0404. 

coffee and tea, comfy chairs and award-winning customer service, 
_ discover what shopping should be like! 
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INTRODUCING FUSION, 
AN INNOVATIVE, HIGH QUALITY, 
FLUTED FILTER CIGARETTE THAT - 
PROVIDES A FILTRA SMOOTH TASTE.” 


PUSTON IS AVAILABLE IN 
PULL FLAVOUR AND MEDIUM STYLES. 


CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 
Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Cinada 
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HOSTYM / jan@vaeweekly.com 
ander through my house on 
any given day right now 
and you'll see flimsy flip- 
Jops carelessly kicked next to clunky 
winter boots, heavy winter coats 
sharing the hooks by the front door 
) with light hoodies and carefree shorts 
"piled up with sturdy jeans in my over- 
flowing laundry basket. I'm not crazy 
(well, not really). It just means spring 
has arrived in Edmonton and it’s time, 
once again, to resume my early morn- 
‘ing Saturday jaunts to Old Strathcona 
and the farmers’ market. 

| pop in sporadically throughout the 
winter, but it’s just not the same; it’s 
the lure of all that deliciously fresh 
produce that begins to reemerge 
come April that consistently coaxes 
me out of bed earlier than my body 
deems appropriate. I needed suste- 
nance before tackling the bustling 
crowds on this particular Saturday, so 
1 decided to treat my daughter and 
myself to breakfast first. 

It was the perfect morning to check 
out Two Rooms Café. | had never 
before ventured beyond the unassum- 


ing facade but, in my countless, 


sojourns to Whyte Ave over the years, 
I was often intrigued by the quaint lit- 
tle patio perched out front and the 
tantalizing smells escaping from with- 
in. Parking was a non-issue at 8:30 in 
the morning so, in no time, we were 
climbing the wooden steps up to the 
entranceway of the old Dominion 
Hotel Building. Access to the café is 
from inside this ancient building, 
which, oddly enough, smelled over- 


MON FAI (9:30 AM -8 PM) 
SAT (BAM 8 PM), (SUN T0.AM - 8PM) 


TWO ROOMS CAFE 
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whelmingly of fresh popcorn on this 
bright morning, I didn’t think it was 
coming from the café, but if it was, it 
wouldn’t be the first time I had 
indulged in popcom for breakfast. 


COASTAL CUISINE / 30 (Saas 
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ONCE WE OPENED the door to the café, 


the movie theatre scent was replaced 
with the Heavenly aroma of fresh bak- 
ing; the heady mixture of sugar, cin- 
namon and buttery goodness swirled 
enticingly around us, leaving no 
doubt in my mind that this was going 
to be a very good morning. We had 
our pick of the seven tables and my 
daughter immediately deposited her 
self at a big square one next to the 


huge window that overlooked Whyte 
Ave. | hastily dropped my stuff on the 
extra chair and made my way to the 
back of the café, lured by the amazing 
aroma and the sight of our waitress 
plucking enormous muffins from hot 
tins and carefully placing them into 
waiting wicker baskets 

The blueberry/bran and peach/apple 
muffins, all bursting with juicy chunks 
of fruit, had just come out of the oven 
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Double your pleasure at the Two Rooms Café 


and, right beyond the counter in one of 


the two wall ovens, we could see the 
lemon/yogurt/berry ones rising before 
our eyes. After inspecting the muffins a 
bit closer, we ordered a skim milk latté 
($3) and a hot chocolate ($3) and made 
our way back to our table 

My daughter described the café 
as “brown,” but I would call it 
earthy and rustic. Brown was the 
dominant colour, though, and could 
be seen in multiple shades and tex 
tures throughout the café: the 
wooden tables and chairs, the brick 
walls, the painted pipes and the tile 
floor. Even the muted lighting 
seemed to have soft undertones of 
brown. The stark contrast of a sim- 
ple, bright yellow or white flower 
on each table added a splash of 
colour and a homey touch 

The menu was a single page, with 
the breakfast offerings on one side 
and beverages on the other 
offerings dominate 
granola 


course, 


Egg-y 
, but there’s also 
scrambled tofu, toast and, of 
those muffins, which were 
doing such a stellar job of tormenting 
me. As amazing as the muffins 
smelled, it seemed like an egg-y kind 
of day, and the vegetarian version of 
the breakfast burrito ($11) sounded 
perfect. My daughter, wanting some 
thing sweet, was torn between hz ae 
a lemon/yogurt/berry muffin ($2.2 
or the Cinnamon-kissed French rae 
($11). The french toast won out, but 
only by a smidgen 
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Since 1997 
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|@ transcend 


raising coffee to a new level 


PROUDTOBE - 
THE WINNER OF 


‘BEST COFFEE. 


THANK YOu EDMONTON . 


9869-62 AVE 
HEL: 430.9198 
TRANSCENDCOFFEE.COM 


Coastal at a gourmet’s dream 
BLENDING LOCAL AND EXOTIC, VANCOUVER’S FOOD SCENE SHINES 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
he coast has a strong allure for 
| many of us Edmontonians, 
landlocked as we are. In our 
small circle, we're one of several fam- 
ilies who make regular pilgrimages to 
Vancouver. For me the primary rea- 
sons are the sea, the beaches, the 
mountains and my ex-pat Edmonton- 
ian friends who live there. But food 
always plays an important role, 
whether it’s a reunion dinner among 
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= COASTAL CUISINES 
friends or grabbing a bite on the way 
between various adventures. Having 
savoured the city's diverse offerings 
over several years, it's now one of the 


things | look forward to most. 
Vancouver has become an interna- 


NEW SPRING MENU 


FEATURING NEW MENU ITEMS: 


GRILLED MAPLE BRINED PORK CHOP 
STUFFED WITH WHISKY SOAKED PRUNES 
ON PORT RISOTTO, WHISKY REDUCTION 


OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 


For more details and the full menu visit www.jacksgrill.ca 


5842-111 Street 
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tionally recognized culinary hotspot 
driven by the celebrity of “rock star 
chefs like Rob Feenie. But with 4 
scene as big as Vancouver's, there are 
so many famous, big name places— 
Lumiere (where, until recently, Feeni: 
was chef), Nu, West, Quattro. ‘ 

Cin—they can sometimes overshadow 
some of the other, lesser-known tal 
ents. But look beyond the brillian| 
glare of Michelin stars and you'll fine 
a diverse palette worth sampling: the 
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you've got so much to pull from— 
fresh produce and wine from the 
Okanagan, and the ocean is right 
there.” McEwan has been at Sanafir 


for nearly two years, but prior to that, 


he did a tour of duty in several of Van- 
couver's more well-known establish- 
ments, including the Sequoia Grill 
(formerly the Teahouse), Seasons in 
the Park, the Sandbar and Cardero. 
Sanafir takes its theme from the 
Silk Route, and McEwan thrives on 
experimenting with flavours from 
India, Asia and the Mediterannean. 
Everything comes in trios, with a 


views don’t come cheap in a city 
where real estate prices are through 
the roof. But if you want to rent a 
view, the Sequoia Grill on Ferguson's 
Point in Stanley Park is an excellent 
vantage point offering a white-linen 
table service and excellent plates. For 
higher ground, both Altitudes Bistro 
and the Observatory Restaurant up at 
the top of Grouse Mountain look out 
over the entire city and the ocean. 


WITH VANCOUVER ABOUT to host the 
Olympics in 2010, it seems things are 
heating up in the industry. Though 


s." And they're partofa sample from each of the flavours of _ hesitant to attribute the current activi- : 4 
ing scene that isso competitive the different countries. McEwan ty to the Olympics, Stewart did tuesday nights 
and creativity are essen- _— explains that he finds as much inspi- _ acknowledge it's getting more com- celtic j am 


with shannon johnson 


ais, says Jordan Stewart, which 
preeds, “a contagious enthusiasm 
“bout experimentation. And frankly 
there isn't a better place for it. You've 
a mix of cultures and an 


ice industry veteran—is a founding 
partner in Chill Winston, a successful 
tapas lounge in Gastown. Since open- 
ing two years ago, it has garnered 
rave reviews and earned mention as 
one of the top five patios in the city. 
Set in a red-brick heritage building on 
Alexander Street, Chill Winston pres- 
ents innovative twists on classic dish- 
es such as its “Big Ribs,” braised with 
red wine and molasses, or tuna tartar 
‘Ahi tuna marinated in sweet soy and 
sesame, served with a dungeness 
crab and avocado spread and miso 
vinaigrette). Despite being a larger 
restaurant, they also produce every- 
thing in-house (no prepackaged 
foods) and source primarily local, 
organic ingredients. 

In fact, local and organic have a 
long history in Vancouver dating back 
to 1986, when local restauraeur John 
Bishop opened his namesake restau- 
rant, Bishop's, and became one of the 
originators of the movement. 


MARK MCEWAN, executive chef at 


Sanafir, also emphasizes the fresh, 
local and creative aspects of Vancou- 
ver cuisine. “Being a port of call, 
there's such a rich diversity of people. 


ration in exotic spices such as urfa or 
Tas au haount as the fresh ingredients 
on hand locally. 

While the spices of the Silk Route 
are one way to enhance the dining 
experience, some local establish- 
ments use different approaches to add 
flair. Maxine’s Hideaway, a popular 
hangout off of Davie Street, plays up 
the infamy of the building it inhabits— 
a former bordello—by offering up 
cabaret nights. The Reef, a Carribean 
jerk and curry joint on Main Street, 
lures customers and saps their will to 
leave with a laidback island reggae 
vibe. And then there's Samba, where 
waiters carry meat on swords, prof- 
fering it to customers. 

With all the lush parks and beach- 
€s, perhaps it’s only natural that even 
the street vendors are upping the 
ante. For the streetside connoisseur, 
one of the most interesting examples 
of fast-food “fusion” is a Japanese 
twist on the classic North American 
hot dog. Japa Dog, which has been 
featured in Maclean's, serves hot dogs 
with toppings like miso, teriyaki, nori 
and daikon. Even fish and chips can 
be an adventure. Go Fish, right on the 
wharf at False Creek, serves fresh 
(daily), locally caught salmon, cod, 
halibut and shellfish battered with 
beer from the nearby Granville Island 
brewery. 

For Vancouverites, getting street- 
side takeout and picking your own 
view may be one of the city’s most 


petitive. 

“In some cases, chefs are being 
traded like hockey players, and it's 
front page news when they leave to 
open their own places. I don’t know 
all the details, but I think it signalled a 
real change in the scene when Rob 
Feenie and Lumiére parted ways,” 
Stewart confides. “And there are 
rumours that New York chefs are 
looking at Vancouver as fertile 
ground.” 

(One, acclaimed New York chef 
Daniel Boulud, is already on his way. 
He plans to open a Vancouver version 
of his successful NY resto, DB Bistro 
Moderne, in partnership with 
Lumiere.) 

Rumours aren’t uncommon in an 
industry that Stewart says is actually 
quite small. “It’s a little bit incestu- 
ous—everybody knows everybody. 
You end up with a really deep back- 
room culture.” Critics and industry 
veterans circulate on review blogs 
like Urban Diner. But while the cur- 
rent wave of restaurant openings may 
be crowding the backrooms, McEwan 
takes it in stride. 

“Any time there's a major world- 
wide event, everyone wants to get in 
and make some cash. But when the 
dust settles after the Olympics, we'll 
see who survives.” 

Like the hundred plus sorbets at La 
Casa Gelato, not every flavour will be 
to everyone's taste ... but some are 
fantastic, and you've got to love the 
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10145 - 104 Street 


Th Sutton Place How! 
10235 - 101 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 15. 
780.428.7111 * Fax 78 


info_ edmonton’? sultonplace com 


ons 1.866.378 8866 


sulfonplace.com 


. CHICKPEA 


SKEWERS Of 
GROUND LAMB 


lunch e dinner 
429 - 0740 


Fabulous Dining. . 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine 

inspired by "AAA" Alberta beef and other local 

fare 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 


garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjay a 
classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 


vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 


every Thursday and Friday evening. 


You'll want to keep the secret 


~ SHARMAN HMATIUK / 


sherman @vueweekly.com 

hhh ... I want to tell you about 

my favourite lunchtime bargain. 

One day I joined a group of 
guys I work with for lunch. I jumped 
in the car not knowing where I was 
going; | was surprised when we 
arrived at the Italian Bakery on 97th 
street. I'm sure that like me you've 
driven by the totally random Italian 
bakery in the middle of Chinatown a 
million times. What was funny was 
that even though I am a sucker for 
bakeries and | frequent a number of 
Asian restaurants in the area, | had 
never been to this Italian bakery. 

I quickly asked what we were 
going to have here, and the response 
was sandwiches. To be honest, I am 
not a huge sandwich fan. Sure | 
enjoy a BLT, but only if you lose the 
lettuce, and double the cheese and 
bacon. I'm not a huge fan of raw 
vegetables and | absolutely hate 
when sandwiches, wraps and sub- 
marines are packed with filler ingre- 
dients like lettuce. | find they take 
away from what | like, which is basi- 
cally meat and cheese. Don’t judge 
me, I know I am a headed down the 
road to scurvy, I just don’t care. 

I pouted my way into the back 
of the bakery and was shocked to 
find the small area in front of the 
deli counter packed with all sorts 
of people. | pulled a number from 
the red dispenser and poked 
around until they called me up. I 
was slightly confused by the 8 x 
11 sign with three sandwich 
options; 

Small $2.50 including GST—one 
meat, one cheese 

Medium $3 including GST—two 
meat, one cheese 

Large $5 including GST—two meat, 
one cheese 

1 mentioned that it was my first 
time here and asked what the deal 
was, My chosen sandwich artist 
showed me the three sizes of bread 
options, and told me that I could have 
any meat or cheese I wanted. I decid- 


de a L 


Edmonton, Alberta 
| 780-481-0594 


eTea Latte 
eBubble Tea 


eDesserts 


| eWi-Fi Access 


| eTea Merchandise 


felicitea? 


0 UN’ Gee 


15047 - Stony Plain Road 


eLoose Leaf Teas 
eHot or Iced Tea 


| ePanini and Wrap Sandwiches 


10% OFF 


Join us for an evening of live music with 
Vicky Berg every Fridays at 7:30pm. 


- Seniors 
Thursdays - Students 


Mondays 


MAY 22 - MAY 28, 2008 


= | MON-SAT (7:30 AM- 7 PA) 
= | MTALIAN BAKERY 
= 10646 - 97 ST, 424.4830 


ed that $2.50 was too cheap to be a 
good sandwich, so I decided on the 
medium. I dismissed the mustard, 
Mayo and banana peppers and asked 
her to go heavy on the vegetable 
spread. I took a quick peek at the 50 
or so meat options and decided on 
the proscoutto. In an effort to try 
something new, I looked past some of 
my true loves for the cheese selec- 
tion—havarti, gouda, asiago—and 
decided on the German Butter. 


| JOINED MY mate co-workers at one 
of the three café style tables by the 
window and bit in. Seriously, this is 
how all sandwiches should be made. 
There had to be a centimetre of meat 
packed in with the delicious cheese 
and roasted red pepper tasting veg- 
gie spread. | sat there, fresh crusty 
bun crumbs all over my clothes, 
completely in my happy place. I 
couldn't finish the medium, but I 
couldn’t pass by some of the deli- 
cious pastries I saw—this is a bakery, 
after all—so I left off the sandwich 
and tried a cream horn ($2). Again, I 
sat there with powdered sugar all 
over my face and clothes, completely 
in my happy place. 

The Italian Bakery has become 
my new favourite lunch place. I’m a 
sucker for a good-tasting bargain, 
and the exponential number of meat 
and cheese combinations has kept 
me happy at least once a week for 
the last two months. I've also 
learned that a small sandwich is 
more than enough for me, but also 
leaves room for one of the many 
cream-filled pastries that call to me 
through the glass. On my most 
recent trip I learnt that you don't 
have to buy the whole tiramisu for 
$25, you can have a slice for $2.50. I 
prefer a light tasting tiramisu that 
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doesn’t have a strong coffee taste 
can tell you that after my fir<; ,,." 
my first response was “Oh my j)... 
this is good tiramisu.” My frien, 
there laughing as I cont q 
inhale the fluffy dessert. 


u 
IF YOU RE A FAN Of sandwiches , 
don’t care about vegetables an; lou 
meat, you will most Certainly love | a 
bargain-priced sandwiches at the jt.) 
ian bakery. The $5 sandwich js the 
size of my face, and physically he3\, 
but somehow the guys I work wy) 
can pack them back. Boys are oro. 
though, and they don’t seem to ¢a;. 
about keeping room for desser: the 
way I do. ’ 

I've since shared the secret with a 
number of my girlfriends who ar. 
open to a sandwich and fresh crear, 
filled canoli. It’s great for a quick take. 
away, but pulling up a chair by th. 
window is also fabulous for peop|e 
watching. While there are many san. 
wich lovers who pull a ticket from the 
number dispenser, there are ajso 
many regulars who come in to buy 
bread and fresh pastries. Right in the 
middle of Chinatown, the Italian Bak- 
ery has managed to satisfy customers 
since 1960. 

Every visit I learn there is some 
thing else to intrigue me. Coffee and 
hot chocolate are a dollar each, cap- 
puccino or a café latté a whopping $2 
You can have a small sandwich, say 
Pellegrino Limonata, and your choice 
of biscotti for the bargain-basement 
price of $5. 

It is the simplicity and quality of 
their ingredients that keep me con- 
ing back for more. I also appreciai: 
their patience with me as | attemp! 
to try different combinations. \y 
favourite employee is always eager 
to help me discover a new cheese 
to please my palate. (I thought sum 
novelties like great customer ser'- 
ice for a $2.50 sandwich were : 
thing of the past.) 

You won't be disappointed, but 
please, try to keep it down. v 
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WINE, WINE, EVERYWHERE SOME 
WINE 


Edmontonians will have a chance to 


sample wines from two of Canada’s Qua 


most unique and intriguing wineries 
this week. First up, on Fri, May 23 at 3 
pm, the Sutton Place Hotel continues 
its Capitals Wine Club events later 
this week with a tasting put on b 
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\ have fond, although somewhat fuzzy, 
memories of Prague. | spent a week or so 
in that historic and beer-loving city one 
spring about 15 years ago, drinking beer 
and soaking up its gorgeous architecture 
and street culture. | remember, among 
others, a particular beer that tingled my 
tastebuds and wowed my thirsty throat. 

it was so delicious, | found a way to 
return home with a mug from that brew- 
ery. (! will remain mute on how exactly | 
procured the glass.) It still sits on my. 
shelf, frequently pulled out for light lagers, 
pilsners and other sparkling gold beers. Its 
ridged sides and royal-esque logo take me 
back, ever so briefly, to those spring days 
sipping in Prague beer halls. 

That beer is Krusovice, and until 
recently it was not available in our fair 
city. But then one day, while perusing 
the aisles in my favourite beer store, its 
gold and red label jumped out at me. | 
simply must try it again, | pledged. And 
so | took some home with me. 

The Kralovsky Pivovar Krusovice (the 
Royal Brewery of Krusovice) is one of 
the oldest breweries in the Czech 
Republic, established in 1517 by royal 


Eritran Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea | 
10603-107Ave, 424-9929 


BIGK ONE UP TODAY 


decree. It survived the years of Commu- 
nist rule (by being state-run), and 
femains the fifth largest brewer in the 
Czech Republic. Today, it's owned by 
Heineken, part of the cadre of huge 
multi-national beer corporations. 

The Imperial Lager is their version of 
a bohemian pilsener, a hoppy, pale gold- 
en lager originating in the region. 


| OPENED THE BOTTLE with some antici- 


pation, my Krusovice mug in hand. It 
poured a bright medium gold with a lively 
white head. It had a sparkling clarity and 
showedz0 off a bubbly effervescence. 
The aroma was as | remembered it—soft 
malt and pleasant floral hop aroma. 

The taste began as grainy malt sweet- 
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ries Of a Prague Spring beer 


ness with soft edges. It's a more complex 
malt flavour than North American lagers 
(reflecting the Czech’s unique “decoction” 
mash method). The hop bitterness is 
rounded and earthy, but lacking the robust- 
ness | both recollect and anticipate. Some 
hoppiness lingers after the swallow, but it 
is a bit sharper than the upfront hop. 

Krusovice is clean and well-made, 
but not the earth-shaker | remember. It 
isn’t as distinctive and complete as its 
neighbours, Pilsner-Urquell and Budvar. 
It's a fine beer, but, quite frankly, it’s 
missing that extra satisfaction | remem- 
ber from years ago. It could be the con- 
sequences of corporate buy-outs, or it 
might be some memory-fantasizing on 
my part. Or maybe a bit of both. w 


TWO ROOMS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29 


OUR DRINKS CAME in large mugs, the 
kind that is perfect for wrapping cold 
hands around. My latté was wonderful; 
the right size, the right temperature, 
the right creaminess, the right every- 
thing..1 would go back simply for one 
of those. My daughter's hot chocolate 
looked sufficiently decadent, complete 
with billowy whipped cream and a 
dark chocolate drizzle. She detected a 
slightly unusually flavour (maple?) but 
Was quite content 

As we sipped our drinks and 
watched Whyte Ave come to life, the 
cafe started to fill up. Early morning 
regulars, coming in for their weekly 
fix of a coffee and one of those 
muffins, were filtering in, Pretty soon 
everyone was munching away 
except us, the hazard of not ordering 
something that was already sitting 
there, begging to be eaten. Between 
sneaking jealous glances at the other 
diners and watching with interest as 
an industrious gentleman tried, in 
vain, to hose the senseless graffiti off 
the big yellow building across the 
street, the time passed quickly. 

Just as | was debating the merits 
of absconding with someone else’s 
muffin, two square plates finally 
filled the empty space on our table 
My burrito was a divine mixture of 
scrambled eggs, roasted red pep 
pers, jalapenos, black beans and 
salsa, all jumbled together and 
wrapped up in a sun-dried tomato 
tortilla. My daughter, unaware that 
my scrumptious-looking grilled bur 
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rito contained the much dreaded (f 
her) salsa and jalapenos, begged f 
a bite. Half a burrito Jater, | declar: 
it off-limits and quickly devoured tl 
other half before she had a chan 
to complain. The crisp tortilla ga 
way to the pillow-y softness of t] 
eggs, revealing a mellow, comforti) 
interior that had bursts of inten 
flavour and hints of spice 

It’s supposed to come with hon 
potatoes but | ordered it without 
I'm just not a home potatoes type 
person. I'm sure they're perfect 
respectable potatoes, but | was mu 
happier with the leafy greens, topp 
with ripe strawberries and nectari 
slices, which replaced them 

Because I was forced to share r 
burrito, 1 had unrestricted access 
the french toast. Three big fat cinn 
mon-y slices topped with a tan 
Strawberry/blueberry sauce, a lit! 
pot of pure maple syrup and a cour 
mounds of velvety whipped cre 
proved to be a challenge even for t 
two of us. They were rich, moi 
custard-y and sweet, and the cint 
mon in them almost made me fe 
like | was eating an ultra-gooey c} 
nhamon bun. Some did get left on t 
plate, but only because there w 
simply nowhere to put it 

By the time we had finished stuffi 
ourselves, there was a line of hung 
people waiting to be fed, so we qui 
ly grabbed a muffin to go (we could 
resist) and paid our bill. Besides, t 
farmers’ market, what got me up 
the first place, was waiting. But w 
the discovery of Two Rooms Café 
may get even easier to haul myself 


of bed on Saturday momings.w | 
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Nillkommen in Spreepark's ‘spectacle with substance’ 
\OMONTON'S ART COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO CREATE A PLAY IN AN ABANDONED AMUSEMENT. PARK 


! RY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
f I had to articulate what I’m 
[eesstne for, in terms of any 
directing philosophy, it’d be 
jpectacle with substance,’” muses 
chelle Kennedy. “That’s what I’ve 
[en trying to do in my own work.” 
Kennedy's an emerging director, a 
years out of theatre school but 
i uipped for a bright career, not sim- 
| in terms of technical training, but 
0 with the sharp cultural acumen 
jat can keep a traditional art form 
| wving forward. 
\The theatre/music thing doesn’t 
me together all that often in a real, 
'Mlaborative way. It does in a campy 
ise, but not ‘serious’ theatre with 
je music that’s current,” Kennedy 
iplains. “A lot of people are into 
{)2ctacle-for-spectacle’s-sake, and I 
love Cirque de Soleil, that sort of 
2at big thing. But the ideas don’t 
} nslate to the audience, or stay with 
jem. I'd also like that connection to 
something more.” 
||On the other hand, Kennedy’s also 
\)ppy to see bands turning again 
f 
/ 


twards theatricality after a long peri- 
| where feigned artlessness was 
j:mingly the pinnacle of expression 
‘How can | care about work if the 
aple who made it don't care? Or are 
ying to look like they don’t care?” 
> shrugs. “For a while, ‘indie’ meant 
}\s reduced, minimalist, rely-on-tech 
j logy thing. And that can be good 
tI: way I've learned to direct is indie 
\1 all about the alternative venue, 
cessible, affordable, DIY all the 
e. But now, I want to go bigger.” 
Her longing for more magnificent 
| ectorial vistas dovetailed with the 
|,\nor movement that is Willkommen 
Spreepark, which—unless every- 
ng goes to scheifSe—promises to fulfill 


| vision of spectacle with substance. 
\7 his project speaks more to the 
jice of culture in the world today,’ 
e muses. “Visual arts, theatre, 
tsic—40 people from these commu 
lies are involved in the show, and 
|}ough word of mouth alone we can 
ach an audience of people we 
low. 1 hope it’s broader though, and 


2se communities come together 
L\id bring in a wider audience.” 

Kennedy lapses into reflection. “1 
ow it sounds goofy and arty,” she 
atures, “but culture and art are as 
portant now as they've ever been 
}'re so alienated from our commu- 
y. We can access all this other stuff 
easily, from all over the world, 
»adway or Berlin, and know what's 
jing on. We can hop on YouTube 
jd see a bit of a big famous show 
ll, we want to tell our communities, 
ah, it’s easy to access this YouTube 


THU, MAY 22- SAT. MAY 24 (7:30PM) 
WILLKOMMEN IN 
SPREEPARK 


DIRECTED BY MICHELLE KENNEDY 

WRITTEN BY MARSHALL WATSON 

STARRING NICK GREEN, MATHEW HULSHOF, 

MARY HULBERT 

MUSIC BY BELGIUM, MICHAEL RAULT & THE MIXED 
SIGNALS, BLIND TIGER, TIGER, ILLEIT OUTFIT, 
FIELD & STREAM, BAYONETS!1! 

TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 

SUG ALU THREE NIGHTS / $16 PER NIGHT 


video of Wicked, and it’s super-cool, 
but why not go watch people you 
know—people who live and work 
here?’ The more global we become, 
the more local we have to support. 
Theatre falls into that, too.” 


NOT THAT SPREEPARK is theatre, 
exactly. There's a large theatrical 
component, but the project’s more 
sprawling and integrative than that. 
Oddly, the roots of Spreepark could- 
n‘t be more haphazard. Local musi- 


cian/writer/hand-in-everything-er 
Marshall Watson (of My Robot Unicorn, 
a band as whimsical as its name 
implies) was introduced to Calgarian 
counterpart Mark Hamilton (whose 
band Woodpigeon is as fey as its name 
implies), and they bonded over their 
shared love of dudes and glockenspiels 
and the astounding coincidence both 
had separately broken into Spreepark, 
an abandoned East Berlin amusement 
park with a colourful past 

The only fitting way to celebrate 
their budding friendship was to start a 
band all about those commonalities, 
and shout it to the rooftops—with 
handclaps. Spreepark the band was 
bor. 

Their first album—modestly titled 
We're Reinventing Music—was made in 
a feverish weekend of collaborative 
writing and recording, aided by Wood- 
pigeon bandmate Annalea Sordi and 
Champion City Records labelhead Eric 
Cheng. The results and process were 
satisfying, and they quickly recorded a 
follow-up, The Gaysian Invasion. 


Right away, Spreepark (the band) 
had roller-coaster-like momentum of 
its own. By the time they played their 
first release show last summer—the 
double-album set was a free download; 
their only merchandise was a gorgeous 
CD case that came with twin labeled 
blank discs—they'd accumulated musi- 
cal guests drawn from several Alberta 
bands, plus their own dancer. 

“But how could we tour?” Cheng 
laments. “We're all in other bands or 
have so much else on the go.” 

Spreepark was intended as a side 
affair to reinvigorate creative types by 
letting them goof around musically 
with no expectations, but reviews 
were good, and people liked the loopy 
confections that enveloped the idea of 
fun dance music with loosey-goosey 
pop and over-the-top baroque 
noodlings. The songs were, by Wat- 
son's assessment, “too good to waste”. 

“Mark was talking about how Daft 
Punk may or may not exist, how no 
one knew who was playing,” Cheng 
recalls. “We joked about having indie 


bands from different cities play our 
music instead of touring. Like a fran- 
chise.” 

A narrative buried in the music was 
also worth rescuing: two gay boys, an 
abandoned amusement park, a musi 
cal adventure. 


THE CATALYST for bringing these ideas 
together was the infusion of money 
and attention Cultural Capital status 
brought to the local scene. 

“The Edmonton Explorations grant 
was supposed to connect disciplines.” 
Cheng reasons. “To connect different 
communities. We started to think 
about how Spreepark could do that.” 

Watson and Cheng proposed extend- 
ing Spreepark across as many disci- 
plines as they could: a play riffing on 
Hamilton and Watson’s Berlin junkets, 
up-and-coming bands reinterpreting 
original Spreepark songs and releasing 
a soundtrack, an army of visual artists 
and graphic designers bringing 
Spreepark (the park) to life. It'd be an 
orgy of Edmonton creativity, a lovechild 
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sised by the proverbial village. 
en we got the grant, and we 
ly shit!” exclaims Watson. 
“Now we've got to make this hap- 
eri (the play) began as an 
incredible aggregation of talent, like 
that sticky ball in Katamari Damacy, it 
just rolled on, enfolding more people 
gs it rumbled through town. 

| met Eric last year at Sled Island,” 
kennedy recounts. “I liked his set for 
the Portraits CD release, and emailed 
him: ‘I’m going to have to hire you 
one day!’ and he wrote back: ‘How 
about | hire you?’. That was seven 
months ago.” 

Kennedy took the draft Watson had 
been working on and started casting 
immediately. Time constraints and the 
spirit of the project made it highly col- 
laborative, and the director wanted 
actors included as early as possible, 
especially the three principals. 

Beanpole thespian Nick Green 
plays Fritz as a fastidious brainiac 
with a neurotic affection for 
Spreepark (the park). His romantic 
interest/irmitation Ralf, as played by 
Mathew Hulshoff, is a puppy-tough, 
soulful James Dean type who wan- 
ders into Spreepark full of restless 
mischief. Set in Watson's birth year, 

1984, and stuffed with genuine his- 
torical nerderie, in-jokes, musical 
references, vaudevillian slapstick and 
a plotline as charmingly addled as a 
Scooby Doo episode reimagined by 
Wim Wenders, the play also demands 
an Evil Clown, and Kennedy tapped 
BFA student Mary Hulbert, who plays 
Evil Clown as a pansexual psycho 
schoolmarm, Bond villain and Bond 
girl rolled into one hot German- 
accented, gold lederhosen-ed pack- 
age. As befits a baddie, she steals the 
show, abetted by her cheerfully non- 
sensical Minions. 

“We gave them autonomy over 
their characters and they came up 
with the Minion handshake, the way 
they interact, this bizarre language of 
their own that’s principally swear 
words,” Kennedy reveals. “Without 
knowing he did it, Marshall created 
wonderful clown characters in Evil 
Clown and the Minions. He wrote the 


ckua.com 


essence of clown: motivated by 


moment-by-moment desires and: 


whims.” 


ID-DRIVEN CLOWNS ASIDE, music isn’t 
just the source of Spreepark, but 
remains its animating force, through 
the Glockenspiel at the metaphoric 
and physical heart of the park (pieces 
of which are prime movers of the the- 
atrical mystery) and also via Matthew 
Skopyk’s plot-advancing, character- 
developing score. 

“There isn’t a moment that’s not 
underscored by music, if not straight- 
up musical,” Watson notes. “Each 
band has different interpretations of 
the songs, and they each have their 
nights to play them, so every night 
will be different.” 

Kennedy's eyebrows shoot up. “I'm 


94.9 


terrified of the uncertainty,” the direc- 
tor confesses, “Even though theatre's 
live and uncontrollable to an extent, 
you do as much to control everything 
as possible. We're adding people 
whose job it is to be unpredictable, to 
rock out, to be original and act in 
unexpected ways all the time. And 
we're asking them to get cues night 
after night. It terrifies me to the core." 

She takes a deep breath. “But of 
course, it’s going to work out. That 
live sound, as scary as hell as it is for 
me, is going to be amazing.” 

Watson gently reminds her, “That's 
why we love the project so much.” 

What's not to love? Music by six 
stellar Edmonton bands—a different 
pair per night—will likely draw folks 
who'd rarely or never go to the the 
atre, but could be seduced by per- 


formance and story; a notion Kennedy 
embraces enthusiastically. The bands 
are diverse enough (see 
vueweekly.com for their full story) to 
keep music fans returning over the 
three-evening run, and last month's 
release of the three-volume sound 
track stoked the fires of expectation 

Kennedy's concern is somewhat 
justified—the role of bands in 
Spreepark is something that doesn't fit 
a template. They aren't part of the fur 
niture, nor are they active except as 
generators of music. In a way, they 
exist as a personification of that ele 
ment in Spreepark, a meta-character 
like the spirit of drama or art that per 
vades the experience 

The only participant more fretful 
than Kennedy about the myriad ways 
everything can collapse into scheifse is 
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in the city) 


short film 


forest, booths 


heck is going on?'” 


that are 


Bauhaus,” Cheng describe 


Cheng, who took on the role of img 
Sario, ultimate caretaker of the sho 
budget and producer of the soundtr; 
album, and one of the local arti 
developing the lavish lobby stylir 
under set designer Josée Aubin-Ov 
lette (of Institute Parachute, a novel 
org busily redefining visual encount 


'n contrast to the spare perfor 
ance set, the lobby will be elaboral 
transformed into an installatic 
echoing and building on the narrat 
while staying true to its theme p 
vorfahr, being an oddball mix 
deception, craft and suggestion 
be almost like being inside a hai 
made video game, with participat 
activities and encounters, and eve 


me 


"It's an over-the-top, embellist 
aesthetic, but 2-D execution, delib 
ately a little cheap, abstractions 
things and styles; a Bavarian Villa 
a gothic Glockenspiel, an enchan 


“We 
trying to create the time peri 
where Bauhaus was overtaking 
older folk aesthetic and use ref 
ences that people can latch on 
but also make them say, ‘What 


This aspect of Spreepark is dee 
wrapped in backstory by Wats: 


Cheng, and heroic multi-tasker T 
Berkes, who contributed to the scr 


choreographed the play and desigi) 


costumes and props 


Like the music, the visuals are 
entwined with the concept 


Spreepark they invoke 


i creative 


far beyond lines and palette. Dray 
these three pieces of Spreep 


together—music 


pe 


rlormance 


art+ 


an environment and experience th| 
both playful and culturally 1 
unleashes something wilder and .| 
mately more collaborative with 


audience: it's 


a newfangled extra 


ganza of body, mind, and commu 
ty—a 21st century meta-theme part 


"We want the audience to 


immersed in this world,” Cheng c 
cludes. “We want it to be as beli 


able and credible as they want 


believe it is.” v 
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lod pringboards is back. After a 

™, one-year hiatus brought on due 
to Workshop West's then- 

ministrative- and debt-related 

ues, the Springboards playwriting 

stival is once again ready to propel 


aaa 


‘veloping material into the public 
,/asciousness. 

Financial troubles now behind 
-orkshop West, artistic director 
‘chael Clark is looking forward to 


{ 


ee 


| ing Edmonton a taste of what he’s 
en reading over the past year. 
‘Tread probably 150 plays a year: two 
three plays a week. | try to stay on 
,p of who's doing what," he says. “I 
‘viously couldn't get everybody in 
sre, but I got as many as I could ... 1 
uld call it a selection of the plays 1 
id.” 
Previously, Springboards has 
Iped such acclaimed works like 
|| SH‘d and The Mighty Carlins find 
Neir footing. Eleven works in 
|>gress will be presented to audi- 
}ces—one full-length play and one 
jort excerpt nightly—with an infor- 
jal discussion to follow, based on 
estions posed to audiences that the 
Jaywrights themselves want 
iswered 
“You can think of it as a glimpse 
o the future of Canadian theatre,” 
ark Says. 
Additionally, the first and last days 
| the festival will host the Pitch to 
jy contest, wherein budding play- 
lights have the chance to become 
{rt of Workshop West's playwriting 
it, regardless of how established 
*y may or may not be. 
| If you want to be cheesy about it, 
|; almost like a playwright’s reality 


i 
| 
| 
| 
in BLINOV / blinov@yueweakly.com 

hou shall not kill thyself, When 
iE Kane wrote the line into 

Crave, a jagged little medita 
n on love and power, she was still 
fear away from tragically breaking 


at self-instilled commandment 
hich she did shortly after finishing 


| 
| 


r final play, 4.48 Psychosis) 
So while her penultimate Crave 
es take a dark path, the dead-end 
‘tL yet in sight, as its four characters 
estle less with suicidal tendencies 
in the limits of their own relation 
ips and individual failings—love 
irdling into something far bleaker 
not completely spoiled yet 
}Sarah Van Tassel’s well-thought 
Ht production traces the downward 
jiral with a sense of vitality and 
\mediac he’s presented the stage 
/ectionle script by scattering the 
lience into a theatre of the round 
| le, and letting her tors run free 
und them 
This staging gives mostly perks; the 
tors are free to roam around and 
ike eye contact with the audience 


} coll 
-m, and to watch each other and 
jmment, playing a verbal jury to 
ch other’s 


pse into empty seats beside 


es. Some 


jilting roman 
perplexing moments 


the mo 
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= | SPRINGBOARDS 
fe | NEW PLAY FESTIVAL 


Se | THIRD SPACE (11516 -109 ST) 
PHYC (RECOMMENDED DOMATION OF $12) 


game,” he muses. “It’s a selection 
process that’s intended to be com- 
pletely transparent and equal ... we 
audition playwrights the same way 
symphonies audition musicians.” 
Participants are given aliases, and 
first submit a three-line play pitch, 
which is read to a pane] of judges and 
the audience on the festival's first 
night. The judges pick nine of the 
pitches, the audience choose one, and 
those selected, code-named play- 
wrights have the rest of the week to 
prepare a scene to be presented on 
Springboard’s closing evening. Five of 
the plays will then be chosen (one by 
the audience), and those playwrights 
will become part of Workshop West's 
playwriting unit for next season. 


GUYS IN DISGUISE artistic director Dar- 


ren Hagin is a veteran participant in the 
Springboards. To him, any opportunity 
to gauge an early audience reaction is 
vital to the fine-tuning of a play. 

“Any chance you can get to put 
some of your writing in front of an 
audience of any kind, to see how it 
lands is a valuable thing for a play- 
wright,” he says “It just gives you that 
little heads-up that things are working 
or that things still need work. There's 
no other real way of telling that 
either, without actually doing it in 
front of some sort of audience or 
somebody listening.” 

He's presenting 2 Queens & a Joker, 


a three man collaboration with Trevor 
Schmidt and Nick Green that snatches 
Mary Queen of Scots and Queen Eliz- 
abeth I's rivalry from the pages of his- 
tory and puts it in drag on a stage. 
Although his script isn’t quite ready 


come in this two up/ two sitting 
down set-up, as the blank-slate script 
gets gelled into little encounters 


complete with commentary. 


LIKE KANE'S OTHER WORKS, crave 


Sn ee ee * 


springboards has sprung: Workshop’s new play festival returns 


for full dress rehearsal—“Don’t expect 
us to get in drag for a 20 minute read- 
ing,” he laughs—he’s come to cherish 
the audience preview of raw material 
that Springboards provides. 

“I've learned to be fairly fearless 


UNTIL SUN, MAY 25 (8 PM) 


CRAVE 

DIRECTED BY SARAH VAN TASSEL 

WRITTEN BY SARAH KANE 

STARRING CANDACE BERLINGUETTE, 

DENNY DEMERIA, CODY PORTER, MARISSA WIFFEN 
THIRD SPACE (11516 - 103 1), $14- S16 


REVUE 


pulls no punches, with both pedophil- 


ia and rape coming up within the first 
few minutes. But like everything in 
the script, such moments are men- 
tioned as snippets, snapshots of a 
fractured relationship that don’t last 
more than a few moments. But the 
actors lend these fleeting moments 
some unsettling weight, and paired 
quips like “I fucking miss you” and “I 
miss fucking you” are delivered in 
ways that effectively cement the 
Script’s scattered thoughts with the 
tug of compelling emotion. 

Occasionally, the blocking feels 
like movement for movement's sake, 
and lines get tossed away into the 
void as the actors, clad all in white, 
bustle around from place to place 
But the actors mostly manage to hold 
it down, 

Cody Porter in particular creates a 
strange draw with the way he deliv- 
ers his pile of lines; he’s not overly 
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about it, because even if it doesn’t go 
the way you want it to, the stuff you 
learn from that experience is going 
to totally help you down the road 
when you get to actually putting it up 
on stage.” w 


ove, love me don't: fragmentary Crave untangles relationships 


emotional, but remains gripping 
nonetheless. Watching him plead his 
desires for a circling lover, whic! 
build up into beautiful confessions 
only to tumble back down int: 
demands for power, is easily th 
show's peaking moment. They come 
together, they break apart, and it 
riveting to watch. 

Candace Berlinguette also carries 
her parts with valuable emotiona 
weight, and Marissa Wiffen and 
Denny Demeria at the very least hit 
moments of connection, even if the 
don’t completely maintain them 
throughout Crave. 

At less than an hour, Crave runs 
short, but that’s as long as is neces- 
sary for what’s simply a cut n’ paste 
collection of recollections, regrets 
and loss. The little lines stick in your 
mind. 

This also marks the first production 
of Van Tassel's new Guts & Guile 
company, which sets out to “create an 
experimental theatre, one that allows 
its audience to connect personally 
with the production.” Fittingly, it’s 
flagship production of Crave brings 4 
challenging play to a place where any 
and all can gander at its beautiful fall- 
out. It sets the company’s standard as 
one worth following along with. v 


‘MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew @yueweekly.com 


ear the beginning of Bernard 
Pomerance’s Tony Award-win- 
ning The Elephant Man, 


there's a scene in which the grossly 
deformed Joseph Merrick’s condition is 
explained at length by Frederick Treves, 
yhe London doctor who rescued him 
from the purgatory of a back-street freak 
show. Actor Frank Zotter, standing near- 
jy naked on centre stage, plays Merrick. 
Treves (George Szilagyi) is explaining 
the “cauliflower-like” growths of skin 
down Merrick’s back, and the swells 
and tumours on his head that make it 
measure almost the circumference of a 
normal man’s waist. As the audience is 
forced to contemplate the hideousness 
of Merrick’s appearance, Zotter stays 
stock still, curly blond hair ringing a 
square-jawed face, muscular swimmer’s 
build erect and poised. I don’t know if it 
was intentional or not, but the resem- 
blance here is more to Michelangelo’s 
"David" than to aman who was possibly 
the ugliest-known specimen of the 
human species—ever. 

As the scene proceeds though, Zotter 
hunches his back, contorts his face into 
an expressionless gape, and lets his left 
arn hang beside him, useless and dead. 
That's how he remains for most of the 
fest of the play, and it’s the extent of his 
physical transformation into, the ele- 
phant man. Merrick, in this play, is not 
ugly Which is more than can_be said for 
some of the people around him. 

The Elephant Man is a play about 
vanity, but it’s mot Merrick’s. As Mer- 
ch becomes a figure of sympathy in 
London high society, he receives visits 
‘yom a famous London actress and 
British royalty, and piques the sympa- 

y of the British people enough that 
send enough money to keep him 
te Royal London Hospital, in 
Treves’ care, for the rest of his life. 
But as Pomerance's script takes 
pains to express, Merrick is a sort of 
murror in which everyone ends up see- 
ing the best of themselves. Treves sees 
'n Merrick’s intelligence and curiosity 
hunself as a young man. The hospital 
Pastor sees his own struggles with 
‘aith. The actress Mrs Kendall sees a 
‘cllow misfit, and when-Merrick 
‘ements that he’s never seen a naked 
“oman before, she even takes her 
‘lothes off for him. Is this a moment of 
“ommunion between the two, or is she 
“ply getting off on being admired? 
‘ne question hangs. (Amusingly, Mer- 

<—unofficially the ugliest man in the 


you won't forget 
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world—turns out to be pretty picky 
about his tastes in women, dismissing 
certain of them as variously “too old 
and “too thin.” But hell, why shouldn't 
he have standards too?) 


ZOTTER’S MERRICK witt be familiar to 
anyone who's seen the 1980 film ver- 
sion of the story—he’s an intelligent, 
sensitive young man who seems to 
take his incredible misfortune with 
surprising good grace. Szilagyi’s 
Treves is excellent as well, a man 
whose faith in the rationality and 
coherence of the scientific world 
crumble the closer he gets to Merrick. 

Director Michael Peng’s production 
is, bar none, the best I've seen at Stu- 
dio Theatre. An economical and 
evocative stage design allows the 
actors space to roam while setting up 
the play's various themes nicely. And 
this is the first show I've seen in 
Edmonton that manages to employ 
rear-projection successfully. In the past 
couple of seasons, I've probably seen a 
dozen good plays half-ruined by over- 
wrought Powerpoint presentations and 
other multimedia “enhancements.” But 
Peng manages to use his multimedia 
projection to subtly accentuate the 
text. (Though there are occasionally 
written quotations projected onto the 
back wall of the stage that aren't read- 
able from the side of the theatre, being 
obscured by other parts of the set.) 

I've always liked that Studio The- 
atre is liable to take on the classics, 
but always been a little frustrated 
that, as a student theatre, its produc- 
tions are hit and miss. The Elephant 
Man, on the other hand, does eminent 
justice to its source material. A great 
way to end the season, and a major 
accomplishment for all involved. v 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
espite the fake-sounding name 
D* the assumptions of mil- 
lions of Saturday Night Live 

viewers in the ‘90s, Jack Handey is a 
teal person. There’s even a picture of 
him on the jacket of his latest book, a 
collection of the comic essays (many of 
which have appeared in The New York- 
er or Outside) he's moved on to write 
since his time in heavy meditation with 
the NBC sketch show. (Along with 
some of his SNL scripts and reprints of 
some Fuzzy Memories, the choicest of 
Handey’s infamous Deep Thoughts are 
reprinted here: “I believe in making the 
world safe for our children, but not our 
children’s children, because I don’t 
think children should be having sex”). 

What sets Handey apart from so 
many other comic writers is his wry, 
dry tone and his rich development of 
a particularly American, dummy- 
meets-big thinker persona. Handey’s 
not interested in pop-culture parody- 
ing or political satire but in daffy exis- 
tential doodles, naivete that balloons 
into unthinking hubris and the explo- 
sion of a seemingly one-note joke into 
an opera of absurdity. 

Take the title story, probably the 
most brilliant piece here. It opens 


' with the narrator declaring, “People of 


Mars, you say we are brutes and sav- 
ages. But let me tell you one thing: if I 
could get loose from this cage you 
have me in, | would tear you guys a 
new Martian asshole.” 
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Smart, Articulate & VERY, VERY Funny...for both men and woman 
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This passive-aggressive diatribe 
Streams on, only confirming the Mar- 
tians’ conclusions about human vio- 
lence, And what's more appropriate in 
this xenophobic Bush era than petty, 
juvenile lash-outs and a bitter refusal 
to talk peacefully—or even maturely— 
with any stranger? Our raging captive 
doesn’t just hate difference but needs 
to assert superiority; “For fun, we 
humans like to ski down mountains 
covered with snow; you like to ‘milk’ 
bacteria off of scum hills and pack 
them into your gill slits. So are we so 
different? Of course we are, and you 
will be even more different if [ ever 
finish my homemade flame thrower.” 


THIS COLLECTION showcases the full 
flowering of Handey’s cleverly crafted, 
so-stupid-it’s-still-not-smart narrative 
voice. There’s the persona’s mostly 
clueless, wide-eyed, American self- 
aggrandizement (The Legend of Me,” 
“Lowering My Standards”). He’s a 
kindergarten philosopher, ruminating 
haplessly on “How Things Even Out” 
or warning that “This Is Not A Game.” 
Or he’s extolling the miracle of the 
human body in all its metaphors—it’s 
“the most perfect musical instrument 
.. except for the tuba sounds.” 

He's a counsellor full of self-belief, 
amongst other things, offering his 
“Ideas for Paintings” (Stampede of 
Nudes) or Ms script for the most 
anthropomorphic, contrived nature 
documentary imaginable. The fake Jack 
Handey can casually talk about his wife 
as “My Third-Best Friend” or let slip 
some bitterness about his pal Don. 

Little here is unfunny. At least one 
piece, “Einstein and Capone,” is a pre- 
viously unpublished gem of comic 
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juxtaposition and ‘20s slang-parody. 
Scientist meets gangster in a world 
where, as the Chicago criminal says, 
“With your brains and my muscle, 
we'll be unstoppable.” 

In “Reintroducing Me To My Habi- 
tat,’ Handey pleads to be returned to 
his wild home, “because | believe that 
until people can sit around a desert 
campfire and go, ‘Shh, hear that?’ and 
then listen for the plaintive how! of me, 


Jack wa is still deep in though; 


we as a society have lost something 
The real Jack Handey’s found his riche 
and filled’it, as this book show 
nearly every page, and society's von 
“something” with this book, that’s 
what I'd say. What is that something’ 
Well, at the very least, in “Tattoo," a 
story of a man more concerned about 
a mysterious tattoo not being remove’ 
than the sex changes she somehow 
| 
i 


keeps getting. v 


CAT ore 
- 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA | 
Enterprise Square, 100 - 10230 Jasper Ave | Edmonton AB | TS) 4P6 | 780.422.6223 | www.artgalleryalberta.com 4 


‘JAMIE REINHART / reinhart@vueweekly.com 
ccording to Troy Funk, mar- 
Ais manager for the 
international Children’s 
festival, the event is still opening 
he minds of children by exposing 
them to culture and art. 

t's unique to introduce children to 

opportunities and the arts,” Funk says 
ever the phone from his office, work- 
ing on some last-minute preperations 
for the venerable festival. 
The festival started out in Edmonton 
27 years ago and moved to St Albert in 
1994, where it has continued to “bring 
smiles to childrens’ faces” for the last 
(4 years. This year's festival runs from 
S May 27 to May 31, and will again fea- 
jure diverse traditions and cultures, 
with visual and literary artists from 
france, West Africa, Germany, Japan, 
Scotland, USA and Canada. In addition 
‘to watching performances, kids can do 
activities such as Métis weaving, mak- 
ing paper cranes, juggling, storytelling 
and more. 

Of course, for Funk, the festival is 
about a lot more than just entertain- 
ment. The activities and performanc- 
es are closely connected to what is 
being taught in schools, giving chil- 
dren an opportunity to get out of the 
traditional setting to see history and 
culture come alive, all while getting 
involved by doing activities. 
iUs a clever way of kids coming 


o longer a little kid, 
hildren’s Fest still shines 


TUE,MAY27- SAMA 31 
INTERNATIONAL 


CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS, STALBER, $8 50-10 
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out of the classroom and getting 
entertained,” says Funk. 


THE INTERNATIONAL Children’s Festi- 


val has grown over the years and so 
has the budget, jumping from $250 
000 to $1.2 million. The main stage 
changes every year, but in recent 
years organizers have tried to get 
some of the more popular acts to 
come back. Despite the fact it’s now @ 
well-established event in Edmonton's 
summer festival season, Funk empha- 
sizes that they try to keep things fresh 
an exciting every year. 

“At this point it is keeping the 
activities fresh and enjoyable for the 
kids,” Funk says. 

Don’t let the name throw you off, 
though; the festival is aimed at chil- 
dren but can be enjoyed by all ages— 
there's just a different interpretation 
that comes along with the different 
ages of the audience. 

“It is enjoyed by adults and chil- 
dren—it’s just on different levels,” 
says Funk, “Some artists are a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to see and | 
think adults get as much out of it as 
the kids do.¢w 
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The quotidian quest of living your life 
NATHAN WHITLOCK’S DEBUT GIVES US A WEEK OF THIS 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

ig-box stores on the edges of 
Brew: abandoned houses 

aging into oblivion, dingy, 
abused offices without windows, 
empty, tundra-like fields surrounded 
by chainlink and staring up indiffer- 
ently at a sky threatening winter 
this is the world of Nathan Whit- 
lock's A Week of This, a novel of 
unsentimentalized small-town 
Canadiana, focusing on the people 
in the backgrounds of Tim Horton's 
commercials, those who just want to 
get their goddamned double-double 
and be on their way. 

Though it takes place in the 
expanse of central Ontario, A Week 
of This captures any town where 
secondhand trucks and teenaged 
hockey players dominate, The 
novel most closely follows Manda, 
a 38-year-old, formerly rebellious 
woman who—despite hating the 
place since she was forced to 
move there as a teen—still hasn't 
managed to pick up and leave her 
adopted hometown of Dunbridge. 
Joining her in this quotidian purga- 
tory are her husband Patrick, 
whose sporting goods store in the 
mall would be an escape, if the 
ever-present threat of failure did 
n’t constantly bring him back to 
the real world, her half-brother 
Marcus, who's attempting to make 
it through life and a budding rela- 
tionship while doing as little work 
as possible, and her brother Ken, a 
slower-than-average shelf-stocker 
still living out the trauma inflicted 
by his and Manda's wigged-out 
mother. 

Their lives are, with the possible 
exception of that mother, almost 
entirely unremarkable, spared even 
of the tragic nobility that writers— 
especially CanLit writers—like to 
inflict on their working class char- 


A WEEK OF THIS: 


A NOVEL IN SEVEN DAYS 
BY AATRAN WHITLOCK 

ERWRESS 

TBA PR S685 


CANLIT 


acters. As the title suggests, these 
are merely people slogging through 
another week, their minds occu- 
pied with questions no grander 
than whether 
they should be 
eating Chinese 
buffet again, 
what they're’ 
going to do 
about the hole 
in the roof, 
whether or not 
their new girl 

friend's son is 
getting along 
with them 

Whitlock 
strikes an able 
balance 
between des 


not exactly 
happy with 
their lot in Dunbridge, but not 
exactly sure exactly what would be 
better. As such, their day to day is 
filled with the kind of situations 
that are as mundane as they are 
crucial, the necessary bits of life 
allowed to take on their full drama 


WHITLOCK’S GREATEST strength is 


that he manages to restrain both his 
judgements of and his sympathy for 
his characters, allowing them to play 
out, equal parts warts and smiles 
Manda is sometimes a shrew, some 
times a tragic hero, oftentimes noth 


a week 


ing more than an aging woman 
wondering if she's doing it right, 
trapped like all of us between duty 
and desire, lofty expectations and 
stark realities. 

As refreshing as his subject mat- 
ter is, Whitlock isn’t without his 
annoying tendencies as a writer. He 
reads very much like someone 
whose job it is to read CanLit—his 
day job is review editor at Quill & 

Quire, after all— 

Wi) and though he's 

: aware (and 

feisty) enough to 
take a few shots 
at some of the 
sacred cows, he 
can't entirely 


of this 


{a nowy) in sewan days) 


escape its grasp 
like a lot of peo 
ple raised ona 
diet of Atwood 
and Ondaatje, he 
seems to labour 
under the 
impression that 
metaphors and 


NATHAN WHITLOCK 
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‘each character |) jeage® par paragraph, and 


though he's got 
some talent with 
them, the sheer number of unnec 
essary-if-clever literary twitches 
almost work 
manlike turns of phrase 

Still, it’s not enough to diminish 
what he’s done here: A Week of Thi 
is a compelling, sharply detailed 
picture of a part of the Canadian 
landscape that is at best stereo 
typed, and at worst ignored com 
pletely. From the mundane, 
Whitlock has pulled something 
refreshing and beautiful, something 
we can say about far too few Cana 
dian writers today. v 


quickly become role 


1 7925 - 104 Street 


Greenwoods 


BOOKSHOPPE 


WE SELL VERY GOOD BOOKS WE SELL VERY COOL STUFF 
WE READ AND TALK BOOKS WE HOST VERY GOOD AUTHORS 


Ph: 439-2005 


books@greenwoods.cam 


i 


ts 


Art From the Heart 


fi 


ite 


{] 


_™~ 
as 


TUESDAY 
JUNE 17th - 7:30 


JACQUELINE 


BAKER 


THURSDAY 
JUNE 12th - 7:30 


SHARON 


BUTALA 


3rd Floor Gallery 


WE'RE DOING RENOS - PLEASE BEAR WITH US! 


wusweexmy 39 


MAY 22 - MAY 28, 2008 


ARTS 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 22, 2008 
1. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 
2. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) — 
3. Van Monison -Keep It Simple (exile) 


4. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
5 The Breeders - Mountain Battles (4ad) 


6. Mudcrutch - Mudcrutch (reprise) 


7. Nick Gave & The Bad Seeds - Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 
8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 
9. Daniel Lanois — Here Is What Is (red floor) 


10. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 


11. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 


12. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 
13. She & Him — Volume One (merge) 


14. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (burnt bun) 

15. The Black Angels - Directions To See A Ghost (light in the attic) 

16. T Bone Burnett - Tooth Of Crime (nonesuch) 

17. Duke Robillard - A Swingin Session With (stony plain) 

18. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 

19. The Racontours - Consolers Of The Lonely (warner) 

20. Atmosphere - When Life Gives You Lemons You Paint That Shit Gold (rhymesayers) 


21. Witch ~ Paralyzed (tee pee) 


22. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 


23. The DODOS -— Visiter (french kiss) 


Keeping pulp fiction all about the Masses 


JOSEF BRAUN 


= |HOPSCOTCH 


When we talk about vintage pulp fiction, 


we talk about how it’s presented. We actu- 
ally refer to it by its published format. 
There are purists who scoff at the re-pack- 
aging of pulp fiction in prestige editions, 
the idea being that you're not getting the 
full experience if you read Rendezvous in 
Black or The Postman Always Rings Twice 
or Dark Passage on acid-free paper bound 
in leather. The argument is simultaneously 
compelling and degrading. There is indeed 
something appealing about consuming 
material deemed lowbrow or excessively 
sanguine by the elite in the same cheap, 
disposable paperbacks as their original 
consumers. But those original paperbacks 
now sell for luxury prices. Ironically, they 
are now valuable antiques. 

Furthermore, if this material is worth 
revisiting, if it may even be great litera- 
ture, then why shouldn't it be reprinted in 
formats designed to endure? Why let 
these books perish in the literary ghetto? | 
discovered the great hard-boiled pulps I've 
grown to adore in the gaudy but sturdily 
bound Black Lizard trade paperbacks of the 
1980s and ‘90s—editions that have now 
also become collector's items. | still regu- 
larly scour used bookstores trying to hunt 
down some new-to-me title in this noble 
imprint, only to balk at the price. In the 
end, all | really care about is being able to 
actually read these books, to have the 
opportunity to find forgotten gems and 
keep the established masterpieces avail- 
able to all. So | was very happy to recently 
discover Millipede Press, a publisher out 
of Lakewood, Colorado, who've been res- 
urrecting some superb crime fiction in edi- 
tions that run the gamut from limited 
edition deluxe boxed hardcovers to trades 
that'll only put you out about $13 

I'd never heard of The Deadly 
Percheron, nor of its author John Franklin 
Bardin. It was Jonathan Lethem, who wrote 
the new introduction to Millipede’s reprint, 
and that got me intrigued. The Deadly 


Percheron is a masterwork of amnesia fic- 
‘tion, a genre Lethem coined and defined in 
The Vintage Book of Amnesia, his anthology 
featuring the likes of Nabokov, Murakami 
and Philip K Dick. Lethem wanted to include 
The Deadly Percheron in the anthology in its 
entirety, but for obvious reasons this proved 
impractical. Thanks to Millipede, however, 
ithas a new life. 

A psychiatrist interviews a new patient 
who tells him of leprechauns who pay him 
to perform strange antics. The psychiatrist 
accompanies the patient to a bar to meet 
one of his employers, who turns out to be, 
apparently, nothing more than a fanciful 
midget. But that very night an actress is 
murdered and the patient becomes a Sus- 
pect. The psychiatrist tries to help, but 
soon finds himself led into the New York 
subway and knocked unconscious. Next 
thing he knows he’s in a mental hospital, 
badly scarred and taken for a tramp. 
Mdhths have passed. The man he used to 
be is reportedly dead, his widow moved 
away. Gradually the one-time shrink comes 
to accept his new identity and lives an 
exceedingly humble life as a soda jerk 
working the graveyard shift in some Coney 
Island joint. He's oddly content. Until his 
past catches up with him. 

The finale is a little too wrapped up, dis- 
appointing in the way the finales of a lot of 
great film noirs are disappointing—but the 
getting-there is more than worth it. | can 
recall very few stories where the labyrinth 
of amnesia is more fraught with strange 
detours of multiple meaning. The scene in 
which the hero feels he’s being chased 
down a dark street: is he being chased by 


his past self? The rumpled nighthawk with ° 


whom this once respectable professional 
takes up with: is she really just another 


factor in his transient life or in fac; 
embodiment of a repressed desire to ‘),. 
his “teal” life? The Deadly Perchero 
less like conventional crime fiction thang 
precursor to the films of David Lynch 

‘Roland Topor's The Tenant, a book \, 
wanted to read ever since | firs; <., 
Roman Polanski’s wickedly disturbing ‘jn 
version, has also received the Millia. 
treatment in an edition featuring jie 
authors enigmatic illustrations, some | 
out-of-print short stories, and an intro, 
tion by Thomas Ligotti. In it's way, The jay 
ant ts also a sort of amnesia t 
protagonist gradually losing his s 
identity until it becomes fully fused wih 
that of the suicidal woman who'd previous 
ly inhabited his two-room Paris apartment 
Written with cool detachment, the nara 
tive trajectory recalls Paul Bowles’ "A pis 
tant Episode,” with the considerable 
difference that the true culprits behind the 
protagonist's psychological breakdown 
remain entirely ambiguous to the very end 

Our protagonist initially seems exceed 
ingly normal, only slowly revealing 
Kafkaesque tendencies toward seli 
appointed guilt and sexual anxiety. The 
imagery surrounding his sense of being per 
Secuted is uniformly vaginal: the oval bath 
room window he watches from his 
apartment; the single eye visible on the 
face of the heavily bandaged previous ten 
ant, and her screaming mouth; holes hidden 
in Walls and doors with doors; everywhere 
Cavities await and threaten. Topor's narra 
tive feels at once inevitable and lined with 
shock, a chilling exploration of mental cor 
fosion and how we come to terms with 
what constitutes self. In'an inspired choice 
Millipede's edition features a Topor illustre- 
tion of a figure without a face. w 
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24, Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 

25. Sun Kil Moon — April (caldo verde) 

26. Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 

27. Nine Inch Nails - Ghosts 1-4 (nin) 

28. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
29. Gadence Weapon ~ After Party Babies (upper class) 
30. The Sword - Gods Of The Earth (kemado) 


MUDCRUTCH 


MUDCRUTCH 


Mudcrutch was formed in 1970 
after Tom Petty's first band, 
The Sundowners changed its 
name to The Epics, which then 
became Mudcrutch. Mudcrutch's lineup 
consisted of Petty (bass and vocals), Tom 

Leadon (guitar and vocals), Randall Marsh (drums) 
and Mike Campbell (guitar).In August 2007, the 
original members of Mudcrutch reunited and 
recorded an album; now it's out. 


MAKE SURE TO FRIEND US ar MYSPACE.COM/M 


ag Sarah Kane’s ‘G RAVE | 
Directed by Sarah Van Tassel | 
May 16 to 25 at The Third Space (11516 - 103 St) 


8pm Tues - Sat and apm Sun 
Tickets at Tix on the Square, or Cash at Door 
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WARNING 


CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 


Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 
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Hetlicetoa Barenney 
ie sana 


Wier Society Odissi Barco © 

Peo nl under 13) 

DANCE INNER CITY Louise McKinney Riverfront Park * 
Celebration of ‘Sound and Movement: with 

7 can ‘and Drummers, Orlando Martinez 


Drummers and 15 dai 
Dance Sat. May 31 (2pm and 7pm) * Free 


eae eaten tees thal S12 ate 
Mh on dhe Sguarel/S15 (doo 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 
AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 J Ave (482- 
fia) © Open Tue-Sat 1 © CORE SAMPLES: 
Paintings by Scott Plear * Until May 23 


Bienniale Juried Exhibition; until July 5 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave (780-758-9856) ¢ NEXT 
FEST-Art Opening * Sat, May 31 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
“ anes (422-6223) © Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
Spm Thu {4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am- 
= © DRAWN THE PAST: The Portraits and 

ie lab ga ea art- . 
works, documents, . Sound recordings ant 
artifacts from de Grandmaison’s persoral ection 
May 24-Aug. 10 © Drawn from the Past: The Portraits 

Practice of Nicholas de Grandmaison: eae and 
curator’s tour with Gordon Snyder (2pm); HSBC All Day 
Saturday {1-4pm);Sat, May 24 AED TILE: Aboriginal 
artworks from the late 20th century, including artworks 
by Jane Ash Poitras, Norval Morrisseau, Alex Janvier 
and others; opaning May 24 * PROJECTIONS: The early 
years of projection art in Canada, 1969-1989 featuring 
artworks by Michael Snow, David Hoffos and lan Carr 
Harris; until June 8 * OK OK OK: The Reflecting Pool by 
Sill Viola, and Raw Material by Bruce Nauman: early 
works by two of con’ ry art’s most significant 
artists; until June 8 ¢ free; $10 (adult)/$7 
(senjor/studenth, $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and under)/$20 
(farnily-2 adults, 4 children) 


CABINET GALLERY Nokomis Clothing, 10318-82 Ave 
(995 8850) * Miniature artworks featuring Ashley 
Andel’s artworks Through May 


CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave (461-3427) * Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm 
Group show featuring artworks by various artist mem- 
bers * Until June 4 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte 
Ave (498-1984) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm * MOTHER 
AND CHILD: Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom 

COREE ESI. TE 8 ati oe 
itprince@shaw.ca . LAMB) 
An exhwbition of new art by Russell Bingham, Andrew 
French, Peter Hide, Terrence Keller, Sheila nee 
McCourt, Hilary Prince, Mitchel Smith, and Rab Willms 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Ro (482-1402) * Peay Tuaty/epeatnanent 
Wed-Fri 11 Sat 11am-4pm; closed long week- 
ends © ‘New works by various artists 
ERIC'S GALLERY AND FRAMER Bonnie Doon Mall 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts 
ing. 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) « Tue-fri 
Sat 2- ® SEEING THRO 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 1970-1985: 
Artworks by Jack Bush, David Cantine, Phil Darrah, Neil 
fr ema ops as, Hide, Liz _ 

J Knowlton, Guido Molinari, 
{nda ‘Osbome, Graham Peacock. Robert Sinclair, Takao 
‘@nabe, and Norman Yates * Until May 31 
FRINGE Paint Spot basement, 10618 
aw ree Fealnnngs by Cn 
Wallewein © Until May 31 
FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) 

fife andere paintings by 

Worsfold 

GALLERY A University of Alberta Museums, Museums 
and Collections ioe Main Floor, TELUS Centre for 


O int, U of A Campus (780-492- 
5834) © AGAINST THE GRAIN: Napencea \ Woodblock 


Prints: A selection of historic and contemporary 
Japanese woodblock pri 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm: Sat 9: Prints 
Moti, and Norval = 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (485-6171) 
jam Man amp St an pms Aa 

10> a inere: . 
Through May 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) « Mon-Fri 
ee Sat noon-5pm ¢ CONSUMABLE Wasi 


THE CT. F Held in conjunction with the 
international cos , Waste-The Social Context + 
Until May 24 

LOFT A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 


THE GALLERY 

Broadmoor Bivd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) * Open Thu 
5-Spm; Sat 10am-5Spm * Artworks by various artists * 
Until May 31 


‘GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) « Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun . 
EXTRAORDI PLACES: CANADA'S UNESCO LD 
HERITAGE SITES: Fibre artworks by Donna Clement and 
Lesley Tumer © Until June 15 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * GARD! 

SHOW: Works by the Parkland Potter's Guild;until May 27 
* Annual student exhibition; May 29-June 17 


[AGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St. St. Albert 
(459-1528) © PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY: The archi- 
tecture of St. Albert Until July 6 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-111 
Ave (474-7611) © Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; 
Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 6:30-8:30 « COME WHAT MAY # 
Until May 28 ® Opening reception: Thu, May 22 (4-7pm) 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378- 
0240) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4pm « 
Artworks by Oksana Zhelisko © May 24—June 14 « 
Opening reception: May 24 (14pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * EXCURSIONS: 
Paintings by Phil Darrah; until May 27 © Jonathan 
Forrest; May 31-June 25; opening reception: Sat, May 
31 (24pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 

(455-7479} © Open Tue-Sat 11am-5pm * TURNING TO 

(all Artworks by Janice Mason Steeves * Until 
une 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open 
Tue-Fri 12-Bpm; Sat 12-7pm, by appointment * 
FLICKERS: Artworks by Kamal Toor ¢ Until May 23 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Parron St. St. 
Albert (460-4310) © Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) # HIGH ENERGY Xill: Artworks by students 
of St. ‘Albert High Schools Until May 31 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper 
Rd, (780-427-1750) * Open: Tue-Sat Sam-4:30pm, Wed 
Sam-Spm * LES FRANCOPHONES EN ALBERTA; 
COURAGE ET DETERMINATION: Lear about the history 
of Francophones in Alberta through archival records * 
Until Sept. 6 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, 
Suite 108, Main Fl, 11523-100 Ave (426-4035) « 
Paintings by varigus artists 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) 
* Open daily 9-5pm * Orientation Gallery: 40 
FABULOUS FINDS: Stories about how certain objects 
have been acquired and how some of the museum's 
were constructed * STORIES FROM THE 

SOUTHESK COLLECTION. Soar . vot Aborigiea 

O11 lery * Aboriginal 
Culture: Stories of yee les’ history in western 
Canada; ongoing gallery * ry Gallery: 
the Bug Room, Treasures of the Earth, Fossils, Creatures 
from the Depths of Time and the Bird Gallery; ongoing 
gallery * Oa Architectural, scien and 
natural pieces of art * Government Howse: Fublic tours 
Sat and Sun and statutory hols (11am-4:30pm); ph 427- 
2281 info * The BIG WILD Launch Party; with Marion 
and Robin White; Fri, May 23 (7pm); $5 (MEC/CPAWS 
member)/$10 (non-members) 


ST. ALBERT ARTWALK Art Beat Gallery, Bookstore on 

Perron, Cargo and James, Concept Jewellery, Crimson 

Quill, Gemport, Profiles, St. Thomas Coffee House 

Gallery, Studio Gallery, Wares # Until May 31 

SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (780-488-3619) ¢ Open 

Tue-Sat | * SNAPSHOTS: New mixed media 

paintings by Dick Der * Until May 27 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Studio 


Sat 12. Gallery: NONE OF THE ABOVE 
Patwarte by UofA students-untl May 31 © Mala 
Gallery. 


AND REMAINING GEOGRAPHIES: Prints 
by Shannon Collis. Michelle Murillo, and Erik Waterkotte: 


i! 1; reception: Thu, 29 (7- me 
rst ta ie) rT  eeirea Got ad 
Erik Waterkotte (at the U of A); date, time TBA 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove (780-962-0664) © Artworks by Spruce Grove High 
School students ¢ Until May 24 
STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(460-5990) « Wed. Fri 10am-Bpm; Thu 12-Bpm: Sat 
10am-5Spm * SKIES, STUBBLE AND SLOUGHS: 
Landscape paintings by Bruce Thompson * Until May 31 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1211-142 St (452-9100) 
© MUMMIES: Secrets of the Pharaohs:|MAX film, Also 
playing in IMAX: The Alps and Dinosaurs Alive! * 
‘Sports in Motion: Sire Wey 24-25 (124pm) 
Eoin i Motor: Mee u 1(12-4pm) « 
Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre 
GALLERY 10716-124 St (452-9664) « Tue-Sat 
ToomSom Th angen S TEVDLI NG GRAIN. 
Woodworks by Mi Hosaluk and Leon Lacoursiere * 
Until May 31 
AND GALLERY 10416-82 Ave 


(438-7979) * TWO ARTISTS TWO VISIONS: Paintings 
and drawings by Paddy Lamb and sculptures by Horst 


Doll © Until May 31 


AAA GALLERY 3rd FI. Harcourt 
(421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12: 
COLOURS: Paintings by Wilfred Chiu and 
Ann Haessel; until May 24 © OPEN PHOTO 200% May 
14; opening reception: Thu, May 29 (7-9:30pm) 


LITERARY 


ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave (780-758-9856) # Sprin 

Harvest Red Nettle Press launches a new collection of 
etry; reunns by Jenna Butler, Jeff Carpenter, 
ichael Gravel, Layne UHeureux, Rob McLennan, Trisia 

aa Julie Robinson, and Patti Sinclair * Thu, May 29 
pm. 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) « 

Book talk with Roman Fodchuk, author of Zhorna 

Material Culture of the Ukrainian Pioneers; May 25 (2- 

pn * Jean Crozier talks about her book, No Corner 
Here; May 30 (12-1pm) 


BLWE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * 3rd Wed every 

month * $5 (donation) 


CHAPTERS SOUTH POINT 3227 Calgary Trail SW 
(431-9694) * Sinful Secrets of Business and Books with 
Crystal Dallner, TanyaKapko, RachalSentes, James 
Dale ‘and Larry Ohijausar, author of The Healthy CEO 
* Free 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-24 Ave (437-9555) « 

TALES The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling * 
Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tell sto- 
Ties or to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to 
June 2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


GREENWOODS BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 St (780-422- 
8174) * Writers Guild of Alberta—An Evening with the 
Authors: Readings by Alberta's top short-listed authors * 
May 29 (6:30pm) * Free © www.writersguild.ab.ca 


HULBEAT'S 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series: 
Postry, politics and discussion; an open mic to follow for 
new poets * 2nd Tue each month (7pm) 


KASBAR LOUNGE Yianni's Taverna, 10444 Whyte Ave, 
WWw.ravingpoets.com * Heart Beat: a new series of 
Open-stage poetry and improv music with the the 
Raving Poets band * Every Wed until May 28 (7:30pm 
sign-up/8pm show) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Avo (439-7211) « 
TALES.The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling 
* Story Cafés: fey Mic opportunity * 1st Thu every 
month; 7-9pm; 

ROYAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 Ave * 
Launch party for the book, The Big Wild, co-authored 
and photographed by Robin and Marian White; evening 
features a slide show, adventures, and music * Fri, 
May 23 (6:30pm door, 7-9:30pm show) * $5 
(CPAWS/MEC member) at MEC’s customer service 
counter, CPAWS/$10 {non-membar/door) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY (496-7932/496.7000) 
© Writers Corner: Featuring Michael Winter, his new 
novel The architects are Hare, May 25 (1:30pm) * 


= 


Author reading: John Scully reads from hi 
Am | Dead Yat?, May 23 yn ees 


S BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2200 
* WOW-Wired on Words: A creative ake process ‘l 
Smateurs and professionals. Every Sun (11am-1:15pm); 


info e-mail bewell.2008@gmail.com * $10 (donation) 
ER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8174) © The 
Poets’ Haven: Monday Night weekly reading series pre- 


sented by Stroll of Poats; avery Mon night (7pm); $ 
(door) 


LIVE COMEDY 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Buffalo Showroom, 12464-153 
St (424-9467) * The Comedy Detour live featuring Daryl 
Makk, and James Moore * Thu, May 22, 7pm (door), 
8pm (show) * $10 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) © Thu 8:30pm, $11; Fri 8:30pm, $20; Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm; $20 * Wacky Wednesday (8:30pm); $5 « 
Aaron Foster; May 22-24 * Alycia Cooper, May 29-31 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) * Open nightly Bpm, Fri-Sat 10:30pm « 
Judah Friedlander, Lars Calliou, and Rick Bronson * 
May 22-25 © Hit of Miss Mondays: May 26 * 
Alternative Comedy Night: Featuring the bast bocal tal- 
ent; Tue, pay 27 ® Fraser Young, Keith Saranoski, Kelly 
Dakus; May 28-31 


THE LAUGH SHOP Londonderry Mall , 6608-137 Avo, 
www.thelaughshop.ca (476-1010) * Open Thu, Fri, Sat 
8pm; Sat 8pm and 10:30pm 


RIVER CREE CASINO ENOCH (484-2121) © Trailer 
Park Boys * No minors * Fri, May 30 (8pm) 


THEATRE 


BABY Westbury Theatre, TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330 
84 Ave * ELOP Pea this musical by David Shire 
and Richard Maltby about three special couples who 
are an with being pregnant * May 29-June 1: 
June 5-7 (730pm), June 1, 7 (2pm) * $25 (adult)/$20 
students/senior); Gala ovening: Sat, May 31: $35 at TIX 
on the Square 


BETWEEN YOURSELF AND ME Varscona Theatre, 
103929-83 Ave (780-433-55640 * By Shadow Theatre's 
David Bolke * Outgoing. impulsive Amy and gentle, 
Scholarly Steven have bean bast friends for years 
When Steven decides it’s time to find a girlfriend, Amy 
Sets him Up on date after disastrous date * May 28: 
June 15 * $10 (preview May 28)/§22 (opening night); 
Weeknights/Sun mat: $19 (adult)/$16 (student/senior); 
Weekends: $22 (adult)/$19 (studant/senior) at TIX on 
the Square 


BE WELL AND PROSPER, MY BELOVED UKRAINE 
St. Basil's Cultural Centre, 10819-71 Ave © A presenta. 
tion of songs combined with writings, some by eye-wit 
Nass survivors, commemorating the Ukrainian 
Famine/Genocide of 1932-1933 Holodomor, created and 

jerformad by Father Edward Danylo Evanko * Thu, 
fay 25 (Bpm) # $10 at TIX on the Squaro, Ukrainian 
Book Stora 


COME 


FRIDAY MA 


Y 23" 7:05PM 


BUDDY HOLLY'S BIRTHDAY BASH Jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) « A fe-imagin- 
ing of Bude s early days to find the inspiration for suck 
Songs as “That'll Be the Day,” “It Doesn't Matter 
Anymore,” “Rave On” and to celebrate this musician's 
work * Until June 8 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-06a¢ 
® Long-form improvisational sketches performed by 
Rapid Fire Theatre's top improvisers * Every Sat (11pm) 
xcept last Sat of each month until July 24 


GRAVE The Third Space Theatre, 11516-103 St * Guts 
and Guile Productions * Sarah Kane's dee ly moving 
poetic play exploring the deconstruction of the human 
mind under the pressures of love, loss and longing « 
Until my 25 (8pm); Tue-Sat 8pm, Sun 2pm © 18 
{adultl/$14 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399 
* Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 


THE ELEPHANT MAN Timms Centre for the Ars at 
112 St, 87 Ave * By Bemard Pomerance, directed by 
Michael Peng, Studio Theatre * The story of a severel 
deformed man and the doctor who rescues him * Until 
May 24 * $16-$20 (adult)/$10-$15 (senior): Thu, May 2 
(12:30pn)) mat: $12 (adult)/$11 (senior\/$10 (student) at 
TiXon the Square 


THE FULL MONTY Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 
Ave (483.4051) © Book by Terrence MeNally, music and 
lyrics by David Yazbek. Six unemployed steel workers 
struggling fo get their lives back together, come up with 
@ bold plan that will ultimately force them to face their 
fears and lose their inhibitions. ..and their clothes * 
Until June 22 © Buffet and show: $49-$79 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433. 
3399) * The Euro-style variety spectacle hosted by inter 
national glamourgal Susanna Patchouli with her divine 
c0-hos! Eros, God of Love * Sat, May 31 (11pm) « 
Tickets at the door (10:30pm) * 

Www.varsconatheatre. com/ohsusanna 


SPRINGBOARDS-NEW PLAY FESTIVALThird Spac 
11516-103 St * Workshop West Theatre's readings t 


playwrights, of naw plays in a cabarat-style sett 

Headings by Kevin Kerr, Kenneth Brown, Darrin Hagen. 
Elyne Quan, and Trevor Schmidt, Meet the playwright 
discuss the plays, and participate in the process of ne 


play development * May 26-June 1 (7:30pm) © Pay- °> 
what-you-can, $12 (suggested donation), Workshop 
West at 477-5955 to reserve 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Thoatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre * Team: } 
Of improvisers create sketches on the spot based on 
Audience suggestions * Every Fri (11pm) * Tickets 
available by phone 


WILLKOMMEN IN SPREEPARK Transalta Arts Barn: 


10330-84 Ave, www.spreeparktheband.ca © A musica’ 


following two teenage boys as they break into 
Spreapark and save the world from the clutches of an 
avil clown. The audience interacts with performers, | 
bringing East Berlin's cult phenomenon “Spreepark H 
back to life * May 22-24 $15 at TIX on the Square | 
420-1757, Blackbyrd, Magatunes; $35 (pass for al 
three performances) 


— 


FRI MAY 23 - MON MAY 26 
vs CALGARY VIPERS 


CALL TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


MAY 22-MAY 28,2008 WUreweemy 4 


AIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweokly.com 

hulking green or iron men to 
speed-racers or demonic motor- 
ER cycle-riders, Hollywood's been 
| ipping through the comic books more 
“nd more for inspiration or, at least, 
_ daptation. With plasticine arms and 
/ame-fired bodies, such characters— 


| usters, but they can entertain the kids 
i hile making adults still feel okay to 
i) ring their own inner child out again 
ven if it’s just to keep him in the dark- 
‘ess of a cineplex for two hours). 

‘|, That's what makes Stephen Chow's 

\\J7 so interesting, for all its flaws— 
ere’s a film geared more obviously to 
ids, but an often surprisingly dark 
dult sensibility keeps bringing the 
an and games down to earth. 

Chow's previous film, Kung Fu Hus- 
'e, as a roller-coaster that sucked us 
1, down, and whipped us around a 
| ear-Looney Tunes world of slam- 
jang, ka-pow martial-arts action. But 
| how didn’t stop there, throwing in 
inematic allusions, in-jokes and out- 
dish characters. It was auteur meets 
||,ainstream—wild West, rebellious 
Immaking that faced off against genre 
onventions and won. 

Given Chow’s penchant for over-the- 
p action scenes and effects-grounded 
jut not effects-driven) scenes, it’s little 
‘| arprise he'd be drawn to the more nat- 
|rally elastic expressions of kids’ faces 
|nd the opportunity to make a faintly 
T film where the alien looks like a fur- 
er, cuter version of Stitch from Lilo 


BRIAN GIBSON 
dvdetective@vueweekly.com 


2|DVDETECTIVE 


/s that gaudy, artsy emperor of film festi- 
ils, Cannes, winds down this week, the 
ry will decide who walks off the various 

izes, particularly the coveted Palme d'Or. 
Ine of the arbiters is Thai director 
|}pichatpong Weerasethakul, whose sec- 
ad and third films, after their prize-win- 
ng debuts at the French fest, quickly 
ade him a top cinematheque name. Less 
ynventional than fellow Thai New Wave 
rector Pen-Ek Ratanaruang (whose crime 
|) ms include Gixtynin9 and Last Life in the 
niverse), Weerasethakul is sort of the 
nematic equivalent of Sigur Ros, making 
st-plot, alt-artremix films. 

They've hardly been shown in this city, 
ough, and they're even hard to find on 
VD. His most recent is Syndromes and 
| Century (Strand), which has finally 
ipped into at least one store in Edmon- 

n, albeit quietly onto their World Cine- 


i 


FA, MAY 23- SUN MAY 26 (7M) 
CJ7 


DIRECTED BY STEPHEN CHOW 

WRITTEN BY CHOW, CHI KEUNG FUNG, 

VINCENT KOK SANDY SHAW, KAN-CHEUNG TSANG 
STARRING JIAO XU, STEPHEN CHOW 

METRO CINEMA $10 

eto 


COMEDY 


and Stitch. 

But Chow soon chews up and spits 
out any other Spielberg or Disney ele- 
ments, quickly making the film his 
own. He does so through a curious, 
often compelling mix of threat and 
safety—even the poop jokes here are 
more realistically awful and yet more 


ma backshelves. It deserves the acclaim 
it got from those who did manage to see 
it on screens last year—there is a 
Strange cinematic mood here that settles 
slowly and sways gently (like the 
strummed guitar chords and leafy tree 
branches in key scenes), gradually seep- 
ing into your skin. 

Another sign of an assured auteur is 
rhythm, and Weerasethakul definitively 
has a pace all his own. Seemingly casual 
yet strictly composed, the shots here, 
mostly in hospitals, offer poetic slices— 
slide samples of everyday life. And yet 
the lives of the few people followed here 
are imbued with a peculiar, particular 
power, a mysterious weight. 

This quiet, observational force (“No 
matter what we do, something always 
watches us") begins from the first frame, 
where a surgeon (Jaruchai lamaram) is 
being interviewed by a doctor (Nantarat 
Sawddikul) at a hospital. There's a curi- 
ous stillness around the conversation. 
Some questions seem relevant, others 
more cryptic. So begins an undercurrent 
tension between medical and meditative, 


(ff owweweexy 
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cartoonishly laughable. 


DICKY CHOW (Jiao Xuj seems a 


pitiable, Dickensian child, nearly 
shoeless and so grimy that his private 
school's uptight teacher won't touch 
him. The taint of poverty seems to 
cling to him—his snotty classmates 
want nothing to do with this boy 
whose “coolie” father (Chow himself) 
sweats away in the heat and heights 
of a low-paying construction job to 
give his son a good education, School 
and job site are charged with their 
own dangers; bullying kids and snap- 
ping teacher, little workplace safety 
and a cantankerous boss. 


physical and spiritual, even mechanical 
and mystical, that almost imperceptibly 
sweeps the film along. In her consultation 
room, that interviewing doctor, Dr Toey, 
talks to a monk about his aches. The 
monk feels thatthe spirits of chickens 
have possessed him after he was cruel to 
them as a child—in a sense, he's right, 
according to her, for she diagnoses an 
excess of uric acid in his system from eat- 
ing too much poultry. But then the slightly 
cranky religious man diagnoses her, sens- 
ing confusion in her heart about money 
matters and giving her an ancestral 
herbal potion for it. 


THIS FIRST HALE set mostly in a rural 
hospital, offers spare, calm scenes: 
slats of light in white, orderly rooms, 
with green ferns and palms just beyond 
the windows. (The jungle growth here, 
as in the director's previous film, seems 
to suggest an ever-present, lush sense 
of new possibility about to burst forth.) 
People talk, far away, as the camera 
looks out on an open field. A monk in 
saffron robes lies in.a chair, a dentist 


FILM 


how down: CJ7 tweaks family film clichés to middling success 


So when the dog-like alien shows 
up, answering Dicky’s wish for a 
cool new toy, the cuteness seems 
ready to kick in—after all, C/7 has 
those big, expressive animé eyes, a 
furry head and his antenna wags like 
a tail. But a flickering, forked green 
tongue is slightly sinister, and the 
way he’s treated is often disturbing. 
Grief rears its awful head, too, 
another element taken further in its 
realism than this genre usually 
allows. Sacrifice predominates— 
Dicky's father slaves away for his 
son and CJ7 can only reanimate 
things by sapping himself of life. 

Dicky himself—played with remark- 


Cannes Weerasethakul be the best director you've 


working on his mouth. 

The second half is made a little more 
eerie by the pipes, vents and scattered 
artificial limbs in various rooms of an 
even more modern, urban hospital. (The 
director's own explanation is that the two 
halves are set 40 years apart.) This is 
where the remix happens—a switchback 
to the first half, only to knife away again. 
Words and scenes (particularly the inter- 
view and the diagnosis) from the first half 
faintly reverberate, but the shots and 
angles, questions and replies are always 
at least a little different. There's the Bud- 
dhist notion of reincarnation or soul 
transmigration here, the first life of the 
film returning in a second, distantly mir 
foring version. To say much more would 
be to risk breaking the film's lingering 
spell. Syndromes and a Century is not a 
movie for everyone, maybe not even 
most, but if you let yourself be pulled into 
its curious orbit, then re-orbit, its strange 
symmetries, poetic reflections and even 
the score’s musical murmurs are entranc- 
ing. The trailer alone—the only disc 
extra—is an oddly mesmerizing bit of 


able, scene-stealing expressiveness by 
Xu, though the child actor who plays 
the unctuous rich kid at his schoo} is 
just as good—is often an unlikeable 
child. His usually kind father's occa- 
sional lapses into frustration, even 
some harsh physical scolding, inject the 
film with some more of that intriguing 
darkness, but Dicky’s wilfulness is just 
as startlingly realistic. He’s pouty, abu- 
sive (angrily near-drowning Cj7), Spite 
ful and imperious (“Rubbish dog from 
space! You're low-tech and boring’). in 
short, Dicky’s an adult in training. 

But for all of CJ7’s reflections of a 
capricious kids’ world (enemies one 
day and friends the next because, ulti- 
mately, adult authority is the main 
foe—‘We don't discuss our business 
with adults”), the plot feels haphaz- 
ard—the sense of play here could use a 
more direction. And while no guys gei 
their girls, this is, as with most comics, 
too male a world. Chow still has an eye 
for great shots, particularly using the 
low, oppressed child’s point-of-view 
nicely, but some scenes get too ridicu- 
lous (as when Dicky’s tossed into a dis- 
tant tree by a boy who's like Hulk Jr). 

The film soars into fantasy in order 
to plunge into real pathos, but it can’t 
quite pull off these highs and lows 
without seeming a little too manic, a 
touch unbalanced. Always intriguing 
but not always fully involving, C/7 still 
features, as with its resurrecting dog, 
Chow's enlivening touch. Even when 
his film isn’t completely absorbing, it 
seems he never met a dying genre 
cliché he can’t reanimate. v 


never-seen’ 


work; unfortunately, the feature is offered 
in a bad transfer, filling out the whole 
screen and slightly sheared off at the 
edges. 

A poor image transfer also bedevils 
Strand’s release of Weerasethakul's third 
film, too. Tropical Malady (Strand), win- 
ner of the top prize at the Un Certain 
Regard part of the 2004 Cannes festival, 
is also a strange, enthralling tale that’s 
split in two. The first part involves a sol- 
dier, Keng (Banlop Lomnoi), and his 
romance with Tong (Sakda Kaewbuadee) 
in a rural outpost; the second is about a 
soldier (Lomnoi again) stalked by a tiger 
shaman in the forest. The DVD offers 2 
number of special features: a photo 
gallery and a director's commentary. 
including Weerasethakul's explanation of 
the little link between this film and his 
previous, Blissfully Yours. And in case 
anyone thinks that these wondrously 
strange films may just be the directors 
improvisation of scenes from a fever 
dream he had the night before, there are 
sketched-out storyboards and even some 
deleted scenes. v 2% 
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SMOKING THIS 
CIGARETTE 
The smoke from a cigarette is not just 
ihaled by the smoker It becomes second 
cans 


play. 
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Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette cree une tres 
forte dependance. 
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the life of Christ 
bit of a stretch to 
t the narratives 
Mi t Laurence’s 
novel, but all 


ey ie marie of ld 
2 memories of 0 

ed to the screen. Can Lit profes- 
sors, librarians, widowed aunties and, 
of course, high school students too 
jazy to read the book the night before 
an exam, all depend on screenwriter- 


director Kari Skogland to recreate their 
own personal encounter with Lau- 


rence’s tragic, emotionally violent yet 
life-affirming words. 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


THE MACHINE GIRL 
IRECTEG BY MORDRU IGUCHI 
STARRING MINASE YASHIRO 

ffl MAY 23 SUM, MAY 26 (9 PM) 
WETRO CINEMA, $10 
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MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew @vueweekly.com 

“if there's any way to get revenge without 
killing people, I'd like to hear it,” says a 
character midway through Japanese hor- 
for/exploitation flick and unremitting 
gorefest The Machine Girl. And that 
pretty much sums it up. 

Sometimes pom actress Minase Yashiro 
stars a8 Ami, a schoolgirl whose brother is 
ulled by a vicious schoolyard gang—the 
leader of which is the son of a preposter- 
ously, impossibly evil Yakuza mob boss. 
When Ami seeks revenge for her brother's 
death, she unwittingly takes on the whole 
Yakuza clan. After losing her left arm in an 
early battle scene, she’s rescued by a good- 
‘\earted mechanic who lost his own son to 
the same bullies Ami’s brother was done in 
by The mechanic fashions a replacement 
arm for her, a limb-cum-machine gun that 
makes Rose McGowan’s firearm appendage 
'\ Planet Terrorook like a six-shooter. 

Uf course, the “plot” is just an excuse to 
get to the gore, and nobody does horrifical- 
' over-the-top exploitation flicks as well as 
‘he Japanese. For such a civil, peace-loving 
800n (fun fact: Tokyo has the lowest mur- 
er rate of any “Alpha” city in the world), 
“apan produces a disproportionate share of 
‘'sturbing cultural flotsam and jetsam. 
Anyone schooled in J-horror, Hentai or the 
Nore extreme permutations of anime 
“ows what | mean. Is it the collectively 
‘pressed id of a nation of workaholics 
ose only socially acceptable outlet is 
enthusiastic karaoke? Who knows, but it 
‘oes mean that we get to see a film in 


CAPSULE 


ada 


or 


ee as 
AS FRI MAY 23 
THE STONE AN 
tl DIRECTED BY KARI 


SKOG' 

STARRING ELLEN BURSTYN, CHRISTINE HORNE, 
NEVIN ZEGERS, ELLEN PAGE 

otek 


All right, I've just started reading it 
for the first time. But I'm luckily famil- 
jar with the book's resonance in the 
hearts of Canadian readers, and 
nonetheless struck by Skogland’s tradi- 
tional though nonetheless intoxicating 
film that draws awe from its phenome- 


~ Nal cast including Ellen Burstyn, new- 


comer Christine Horne, Kevin Zegers 
and Ellen Page. The story, following 
the determined-yet-confused 90-year- 
old woman Hagar (Burstyn) as she 
escapes from her doting family to the 
house in which she raised a family, is 
also bumped up from the mid-’60s to 


which a girl's arm is fried into an enormous 
stick of tempura, in which a man eats sushi 
topped with his own severed fingers and in 
which a mother discovers her son's severed 
head floating in a pot of miso soup. All in 
the name of fun, of course. 

The special effects are awful—blood 
sprays from severed limbs as if from high- 
pressure showerheads, and a scene in 
which a man is sliced to pieces with 
throwing stars is almost unforgivably 
phony (but then, could it be otherwise?). 
Still, you Have to give writer/director 
Noburu Iguchi credit for gall. 

Machine Girl is a must-see for local 
exploitation fans, if only because we 
don’t get the chance to see many of these 
movies on the big screen. Still, one wish- 
es the revenge fantasy plot had been a 
little better fleshed out. When Ami runs 
through the streets after her first kill, 
shouting, “I’m a demon! | turned into a 
demon!,” you know, | just didn’t quite 
believe it. Even if she did hallow out a 
man’s face with a spray of bullets a few 
minutes later. 


SON OF RAMBOW 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY GARTH JENNINGS 
STARRING WILL POULTER, BILL MILNER 
kek 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 

Superficially, there’s an awful lot in 
common between Michel Gondry's Be 
Kind Rewind and British production duo 
Hammer & Tongs’ (The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy) Son of Rambow. 
both are, after all, about a pair of out- 
siders who stake a claim on pop culture 
by creating their own version of a block- 
buster movie (or in Rewind's case, 
movies). But while Rambow ably carves 
out its own niche, using a private sequel 
to First Blood to explore the tumults of 
childhood friendship and trying to fit in, 
there’s another important connection: 


present day, shifting the dramatically 
Te-created premories so that they kick 
of in the-1930s. 


WHILE HER SON MARVIN (Dylan Baker) 


and his wife Doris (Sheila McCarthy) 
begin to panic, convinced her disap- 
pearance is a result of her recent book- 
ing into an assisted-living home, Hagar 
drifts quietly to the past. Her younger 
self (Horne, in a brilliant, youthful 
recreation of Hagar in both looks and 
gesture) is seduced by the charms of 
horse enthusiast Bram (Cole Hauser), 
despite the protest of her parents who 
front the powerful Currie family in the 
small town of Manawaka. But Hagar 
marries him, and as a result, loses her 
father's blessing and subsequent inher- 
itance. That doesn’t stop her from 
passing down the proud family name 
to her second son John (Zegers) in the 
form of a crest-branded kilt pin 


THE MACHINE GIRL 


both films, like the tributes that play out 
within them, go more for capturing a 
feeling, a fleeting expression, than 
telling a tightly woven story. 

Rambow follows two boys, outsiders on 
Opposite ends of the spectrum: the trouble- 
making Lee (Will Poulter) and the imagina- 
tive but strictly reigned-in Will (Bill Milner) 
They meet in the hallway at school while 
being removed from class for separate rea- 
sons, Lee because he’s pissed off his 
teacher (again), Will because his strict reli- 
gious upbringing won't let him watch the 
documentary his class will stare at slack- 
jawed. A clandestine viewing of a boot- 
legged First Blood while hiding at Lee’s 
house kicks Will's imagination into a new, 
fighting-and-explosions-themed direction, 
and the pair sets off to make Will's sequel, 
complete with evil scarecrow, flying dog 
and a bevy of low-rent stunts. 

Though somewhat ramshackle, Ram- 
bow does an exceptional job of capturing 
the spirit of childhood, particularly the exu- 
berance, as yet untouched by experience, 
and the raw, brutal hurt of life’s first disap- 
pointments. Will is almost all creativity 
waiting for a chance to express itself, and 
he finds the perfect enabler in Lee, whose 
bull-headed push through life masks a 
deep-seated pain at being more or less 
abandoned, but nevertheless pushes the 
pair through their peaks and valleys. 

It’s how willing writer/director Garth 
Jennings is to pull us through those that 
ultimately makes Rambow so compelling. 
He recognizes that childhood is largely life 
without filters, and that applies as much to 
swinging through an English forest with a 
tie for a headband as it does to watching 
your friend drift away from you. Though 
splayed and unkempt, Son of Rambows 
greatest strength is in a kind of emotional 
honesty, an eagerness to capture a feeling 
as much as a moment, and the result is a 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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The memories continue all the way 
down the road, even as old Hagar 
encounters a romantically troubled local 
in the abandoned house. She shares 
with him, in a wry sense of humour por- 
trayed effortlessly by Burstyn, her even- 
tual split from an alcoholic Bram to a 
career as a maid which, later in life, is 
cut off by the necessity to return to her 
sick and ailing husband back in Man- 
awaka. More tragedy ensues, and as old 
Hagar returns to the past, she gathers 
both pain and realization of her life as a 
strong-headed woman, of which feels 
unseen by her son. 

The team of Burstyn and Horne, in 
embodying the role of Hagar, sweep 
past Meryl Streep and her daughter 
Mamie (who tried the young/old 
character portrayal in last year's 
Evening), as they share what is per- 
haps The Stone Angel's greatest 
charm. In the realist sense, | rarely 


Sfone succeeds, despite pressure 


forgot that'Hagar’s story was being 
told by two different women, though 
they share an intense. emotional 
plane which, at points, elevates the 
method of storytelling to share the 
creative roost with Laurence’s novel 

“They were looking for somebody 
who looked like her,” Horne shared in a 
brief interview last week, “but I think that 
was secondary. Ellen started shooting 
first, and I hung out on set and watched 
her. [tried to absorb her without trying to 
do an impersonation of her.” 

Horne not only studied Burstyn’s 
dailies, but also Burstyn’s previous work 
in films like The Last Picture Show and 
Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore. Like 
these hard-nosed melodramas of the 
1970s, The Stone Angel spares romanti- 
cized sentiment in favour of detailing the 
life of a tough (though fictional) Canadi- 
an broad who lives with a certainty of 
individuality and determination. v 
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film about childhood that's as touching 
and true as watching a home video of 
childhood’s definitive moments. 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF 
THE CRYSTAL SKULL 


DIRECTED BY STEVEN SPIELBERG 

WRITTEN BY DAVID KOEPP 

STARRING HARRISON FORD, CATE BLANCHETT, KAREN 
ALLEN 

wok 


EDEN MUNAD / oden@yueweokly.com 
The resurrection of a beloved character is 


GARNEAU 


SON OF RAMBOW 


NIGHTLY @ 7:00 & 9:10PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES @ 2:00PM 
Fon 


96 COMRSE LANGUAGE, TCT REC: YOUN Cat CEN 
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fraught with peril, and begs for answers 
to many a question: has the character 
aged well? Does the latest appearance 
add new layers to the character, or does it 
simply rehash past glories? When it's all 
over, is there a bad taste left behind? 
That's what the triumvirate of writer/pro- 
ducer George Lucas, director Steven 
Spielberg and star Harrison Ford are up 
against with Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, the fourth 
film in the saga of the globetrotting, evil- 
fighting archaeologist in the title. Well, 
those questions, and “Can Lucas hold his 
CGl-loving hands in check long enough to 
not introduce any soulless, digital charac- 
ters into the film the way he did with 
good ol’ Jar Jar Binks in the second Star 
Wars trilogy?” 

There were two ways that this film 
could have gone: a return to the tone of 
the original Indy film, Raiders of the Lost 
Ark, where there was a playful feel root- 
ed in old adventure serials, but the cast 
still managed to play every moment, no 
matter how unbelievable the details, with 
a grounding seriousness; or, the filmmak- 
ers could simply pick up and continue 
down the comedic road that was the 
heart of Indiana Jones and the Last Cru- 
sade, the third in the series, where Indy 
and his father (Sean Connery), bickered 
back and forth for the length of the film. 

The Crystal Skull starts off in a good 
way, set in 1957, nearly 20 years after the 
events of The Last Crusade, with an 
impressive opening using the famous 
fedora and a silhouette to re-introduce 
the character, immediately throwing him 
into action against a series of Cold War- 
era Russian villains. But then it quickly 
heads down a path that substitutes 
humour for genuine character, leaving 
Indy splitting his time on screen between 
running and fighting, cracking self-depre- 
cating jokes—quipping that things aren't 
as easy as they used to be is not a com- 


workshop 
JUNE 14th @ FAVA 
$55/ $65 


9722-102 STREET, EDMONTON FAVA CA 
AB. TSK 0X4) 780 429 1671 . 


screening of student works 
JUN 8th 7pm @ METRO 


COMING JULY 21 


MAKE YOUR OWN 


A 2 WEEK DOC CLASS 


SHORT DOCUMENTARY 
EARLYBIRD PRICE: $450/ $535 


mentary on age; it's just a lazy joke—, 
delivering plenty of exposition that 
fills time before the next big sequence 


like one set piece tacked onto anoth, 
with very little glue holding them togeth 
er. Now, that same approach of conr 
ing the dots was a huge—no 
gargantuan—part of the earlier filins, by 
there was always the character of |n(j 
ana Jones, a man who is up against ju 
about everybody and consistent! 
his lumps and then some, that ac 
the thread through each scene. Here, 
though, Indy practically disappears inti 
the expository dialogue, becoming ju 
another action hero existing fo: 
express purpose of getting to the next | 
special effect—and they get pretty 
the end of this film, easily eclips 
scale of the melting wax faces in the cl 
max of Raiders, but coming nowhere nea 
that in terms of emotional impact 

Even the reunion of Indy and his original 
girl, Marion Ravenwood (Karen Allen), ‘ails 
to deliver anything more than the slight¢ 
of sparks. Long gone is the fiery womar 
that fans remember, replaced by an unre 
ognizable character who seemingly ‘1 
the role that Sean Connery would hav: 
had he agreed to return to the serie 
Indy’s foil in a bickering odd couple. |! 
sad, actually—even a little pathe 
watching Indy and Marion argue like Jac’ 
Nicholson and Diane Keaton, or ary 
aging couple of actors slumming it in sone 
bad Hollywood comedy. 

While there's nothing wrong wit) ¢ 
lightweight, thrill-a-minute Indiana Jones 
adventure—that's pretty much what y\ 
sign up for when you head in to the 
films—there’s just no excuse for tal 
20 years to get around to a film thal © 
appoints increasingly as the reels ro! 

In the end, it might not have been so De" 
if Lucas had intervened and added ¢ ©! 
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JE REINHART / reinhort@vueweekly.com 
Right from the start of Prince Caspian, 
‘he second in the Chronicles of Narnia 
seties, you can tell how much the acting 
improved from The Lion, The Witch and 
the Wardrobe. With more action than the 
first installment, the fewer scenes of 
strict character relations become more 
important, and for the most part, the cast 
makes them work. Character to character 
conversations seem more natural, the 
young cast having matured into their 
roles. They also get help from newcomer 
Ren Barnes, putting in a very passionate 
performance as the titular Prince Caspian. 

That said, this is a film far more about 

fighting than talking, and even the 
improved acting is dwarfed by the 
impressiveness of the special effects. 
Director Andrew Adamson takes full 
advantage of the technology available to 
him this time around, and it shows on 
screen. The final battle between the Nar- 
nians and the evil Telemarines who have 
taken over the world in the absence of 
the four main characters is an epic, 
action-packed affair, with everything from 
sword fights te boulder’s being launched 
across a field. The way the scene’is shot 
appropriately brings the intensity level of 
the film to its peak. 
That said, the improved acting and 
special effects only go so far, and can't 
feally mask the weakness of the story 
here, large chunks of which don’t make 
2 whole lot of sense (Adamson and his 
team of writers have some trouble con- 
densing the book, to say the least). 
There's a lot that doesn’t make sense 
here: for example, if Aslan is supposed 
to be the king of Narnia, why the fuck 
's he taking off all the time? Without 
better explanation, he comes across 
like a sketchy friend who goes on a 
binge and isn’t seen for the next 
month, and then just shows up out of 
nowhere Sure, it’s nice he comes back 
{0 save the day, but it’s also Aslan who 
has let Narnia got to hell in the first 
place, so he doesn’t quite come off as 
heroic as he’s supposed to. 

But that's only part of it: there’s a lot of 
‘endomness that doesn’t fit in the movie 
#\ all. Why are the trees sleeping? Why 
‘he hell do they come awake and start 
‘ighting with their roots? Why does that 
bear seem to be mentally challenged? 
And the White Witch shows up and does- 
‘fit in the movie at all. If you've recent- 
\) read the book, it would probably make 
"ore sense, but in the truncated film ver- 
Sion, a lot of questions are unanswered. 

Sull, even if the story doesn’t com- 
sletely make sense, with some stronger 
*cting, and especially with all the amaz- 
‘Ng fighting and the remarkable special 
ifects, it doesn’t quite have to. Overall, 
"nce Caspian isn't a great story, but is a 
Seat spectacle..w —— 


‘All showtimes are subject to change at 
Gry tne. Ploasa contact theatre to con- 
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CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


tae IN Tene, 1S OSAMA 
LADEN? (PG, coarse language) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:10, 6:45, Oi Sat 
1:25, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15, 11:25 
88 MINUTES (14A, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:35, 7:25, 9:50; Sat 
1:40, 4:35, 7:25, 5 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35; Sat 
2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35, 11:35 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:25; Sat 
1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:25, 11:30 


(PG, violence, mature themes) 

i, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40; Sat 
1:15, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40, 12:05 

DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, violence, coarse 
language) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:30; Sat 
1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:30, 11:45 


ee SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
Fri 1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20; Sat 1:35, 4:30, 
7:05, 9:20, 11:40; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 


10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 
1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45, 12:00 


BE KIND REWIND (PG) 
Daily 9:55 


‘THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 
Daily 1:40, 4:25, 6:55 
FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 

et are 4:50, 9:30; Sat 4:50, 9:30, 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Dally 1:55, 7:10 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Daily 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:45 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231 137th Avenue, 732-2235 


‘THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 12:10, 1:45, 3:20, 5:00, 6:30, 8:15, 
9:45; Digital Cinema: Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 
12:50, 4:00, 7:15, 10:20; Tue 4:00, 7:15, 
joe Star and Strollers screening: Tue 
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse tan- 


Daily 12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:15 


RACER (PG) 
Daily 1:00, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, Sexual content) 

Daily 1250, 4:40, 7:20, 9:40 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 


mended for young children) 
Daily 12:20, 1:20, 3:30, 4:20, 6:40, 7:30, 
9:30, 10:30 


21 
Fa, 


» HAROLD AND KUMAR 


ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (184. 
sbuse) 


Crude content, substance: 
~ Daily 2:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:25 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Daily 1:10 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 


(184, sexual content) 
Daly 3:50, 6:50, 9:35 


‘SEX AND THE CITY (STC) : 
No passes, Sneak preview Thu 10:00 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
oe oe 
scenes, violence) 
No passes FreMon Wed-Thu 12:00, _ 
12:40, 1:20, 2:50, 3:40, 420, 6:15, 7:00, 
15 bas Sun esr ras 
1:30, 2:50, 3: , 7200. 7: 
9:15, 10:00, 10:40; Star and Strolers 
screening: Tus 1:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1825-98 St. 496-8585, 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN 
Fri-Sat 11:45, 
400, 4 


(PG, violence) 
12:15, 1:15, 2:00, 3:15, 
“45, 6:45, 7:30, 8:45, 9:30, 

es 5, 
£00, 4:45, 5: 
0:15, 
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 
Bas 2-10, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20 
RACER (PG) 
Boe Cinema Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:45, 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, sexual content, 
coarse language) 
Daily 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:10 


IRON MAN (PG, not recommended for 

young children, violence) 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 3:00, 4:15, 

6:30, 7:20, . 105 
y 9 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (184, 
crude content, abuse) 
Fri-Wed 12:30, 2:50, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40; 
thu 12:30, 2:50, 5:30, 8:00 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Dally 1:10, 6:50 

FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(184, sexual content) 

Fri-Wed 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; Thu 

1:20, 4:10, 7:05 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
lence) 

Fri-Wed 3:50, 9:20; Thu 3:50 

SEX AND THE CITY (STC) 

No passes, Sneak preview Thu 10:00 


LAUGH OUT LOUD COMEDY FEST - 
VIEWER DISCRETION ADVISED 
(Classification not available) 

Thu 10:00 


THE pene KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
Fri-Wed 3:50, 9:20; Thu 3:50 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frighten- 


ing scenes, violence) 
No Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:00, 


passes 
12:45, 1:30, 2:15, 3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 
300, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30, 9:15, Gad 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
(8882-170 St, 444-1829 


BHOOTNATH (HINDI W/E.S.T,) (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:10, 
6:30, 9:15 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri 4:40, 7:15, 9:30, Sat-Sun 2:00, 5:00, 
7:15, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:30 


THE RUINS (18A, gory scenes) 

Fri 4:45, 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 
710, 9:10; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:10 

21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:15, 
4:15, 6:50, 9:40 

DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, violence, coarse 


language) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4330, 7:00, 9:20 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 


2.20, 6:45, 8:50; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:40, 
6:45, 8:50; Mon-Thu 6:45, 8:50 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP © 
Fri 5:00, 7:20, 9:45; Sat- 1 
7:20, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:4! 
10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 

Fi, morn a0, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
4:00, 6:40, 9:50 


240, 4:10, 
5 


7:10, 9:40 


Digital, No 
passes Fri 12:00, 12:30. 2:50, 3:15, 6:45, 
“15, 9:20, 10:00; Sat-Thu 12:00, 12:30, 


Ctuse Content, substance abuse) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Daily 12:10, 3:00, 
7:20, 9:50 

SPEED RACER (PG) 

Digital Presentation, Daily 12:25, 3:25 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, Dally 12:50, 3:45, 
7:20, 10:05 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital, DTS 
Digital, Daily 12:20, 12:45, 3:35, 3:50, 
6:30, 7:00, 9:25, 9:55 


FUGITIVE PIECES (144) 

Dolby Sterep Digital, Fri, Sun-Thu 12:40, 
9:05, 6:25; Sat 6:25 

OPUS ARTE: ROMEO AND JULI- 
ETTE (STC) 

Sat 1:00 


SEX AND THE CITY (STC) 
No passes, DTS Digital, Thu 10:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
SPEED RACER (PG) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
3:30, 6:50, 9:40 
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for chikiren, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:00, 7:15, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 7:15, 9:35 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (184, 
crude content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:40, 7:00, 9:15; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:00, 9:15 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom: 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sun 12:45, 1:20, 3:40, 4:10, 6:35, 
7:05, 9:20, 9:50; Mon-Wed 3:40, 4:10, 
6:35, 7:05, 9:20, 9:50; Thu 3:40, 4:10, 
6:35, 7:05, 9:50 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
No passes, On 2 Screens Fri-Sun 12:20, 
12:40, 3:20, 3:50, 6:30, 6:45, 9:30, 

Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:30, 6:45, 9: 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frighten- 
ing scenes, violence) 

No passes, On 3 screens Fri-Sun 12:50, 
1:30, 2:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:00, 6:40, 7:10, 
8:00, 9:25, 9:55; Mon-Thu 3:45, 4:30, 
5:00, 6:40, 7:10, 8:00, 9:25, 9:55. 


SEX AND THE CITY (STC) 
No passes Thu 10:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violenca) 

Fil 3:20, 4:00, 6:40, 7:10, 10:00, 10:20; 
Sat-Sun 12: 2:30, , 4:00, 
7:10, 10:00, 10:20; Mon-Thu 6+ 
10:00, 10:20 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri 4:15, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 4:15, 
6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:20 


SPEED RACER (PG) 
Fri 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:10, 3:30, 
6:30, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:30 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan- 


gusae, sexual content) 
11 3:40, 7:05, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 
7.05, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40 


IRON MAN (PG, Violence, not recom 
mended for young chikiren) 

Fri 3:50, 4:20, 6:50, 7:20, 9:45, 10:15; 
Sat-Sun 12:20, 1:00, 3:50, 4:20, 6:50, 
7:20, 9:45, 10:15; Mon-Wed 6:50, 7:20, 
9:45, 10:15; Thu 6:50, 7:20, 10:15 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, senaual content) 

Fri-Sun 4:30, 7:15, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
10:10 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frighten- 
ing scenes, violence) 

No passes Fri 3:45, 4:10, 7:00, 7:20, 
9:50, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:45, 1:10, 3:45, 
4:10, 7:00, 7220, 9:50, 10:30; Mon-Thu 
7:00, 7:20, 9:50, 10:30 


SEX AND THE CITY (STC) 
No passes, Sneak preview, Thu 10:00 


8712-108 St. 433-0728 


SON OF RAMBOW (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for young 


children) 
Dally 7.00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mail, Sic Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert. 458-9622. 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 


guage) 

Daily 3:15, 5:15, 7:20, 9:15 
SPEEDRACER (PG) 

Dally 1:00, 7:15 

MADE OF HONOR (PG) 

Daily 3:25, 5:20, 9:40 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG. violence) 

No passes Dally 12:55, 3:35, 6:30, 9:10 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM. 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

No passes Daily 1:45, 4:16, 7:00, 9:20 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom: 
mended for children) 

Daily 1:45, 4:15, 7:00, 9:20 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


900148 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, Sexual content) 

Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:10 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
fecommended for children, coarse lan: 
guage) 

Daily 7:05 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:45 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:45 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 6:50 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:50 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:50 


700-362-3922 
Date of issue only: Thu, May 22 
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan 
guage) 
Thu 7:10, 9:25 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Thu 7:00, 9:20 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Thu 6:60, 9:40 


SPEED RACER (PG) 

Thu 6:55, 9:30 

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 


METRO CINEMA 


(9820-101A Ave. Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


J7 (CHEUNG GONG 7 HOU) (STC) 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 7:00 


THE MACHINE GIRL (KATAUDE 
MASHIN GARU)(STC) 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 9:00 


SLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT 
(STC) 

Sun 2:00 

THE FUGITIVE (STC) 

Sun 4:00 


AS YOU LIKE IT (STC) 
Thu 8:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


120 Century Crossing. Soruce Grove, 972- 
72392. Serving Soruce Grove, Stony Plain; 
Parkland County 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 
fright scenes) 

Daily 7:00, 7:15, 9:35, 9:40; Sat, Sun, 
Tus 12:30, 1:00, 3:00, 3:35; Movies For 
Mommies: Tue 1:00 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Dally 6:45, 8:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 
3:06, 4:00 

SPEED RACER (PG) 

Sat, Sun, Tus 12:35, 3:15 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for chikiren, coarse lan- 


Bar ess, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:40 & 
3:10 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan- 
Quage, Sexual content) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10 


10957-82 Ave, 439-0728 
ee STONE ANGEL (14A, sexual con- 
‘ent 
Daly 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


THEN SHE FOUND ME (14A) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri 11:30, 12:10, 12:50, 2:45, 3:20, 3:50, 
6:30, 6:59, 7:30, 9:40, 10:00, 10:40; Sat. 
Thu 11:30, 1 9, 2:45, 3:20, 
3:50, 6:30, 6: 30, 9:40, 10:00, 10:40 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan 
guage) 

Fri-Wed 12:30, 3:30, 7:15, 9:50; Thu 
12:30, 3:30, 7:15, 10:30 


SPEED RACER (PG) 
Dally 11:40, 3:10 


SPEED RACER: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan: 
guage, sexual content) 

FrieTua, Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:25, 10:10; Wed 
4:30, ), 10:10; Star and Strollers 
screening; Wed 1,00 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom: 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Wed 12:40, 1:10, 3:40, 4:20, 
6:30, 7:45, 9:40, 10:45; Mon 12:40, 1:10, 
3:40, 4:00, 6:30, 7:45, 9:40, 10:45; Thu 
12:40, 1:10, 3:40, 4:20, 6:30, 7:45, 9:40 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (184, 
cruda content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:20, 3:00, 7:55 
10:20; Mon 12:20, 3:00, 10:30 


SEX AND THE CITY 
(STC) 


No passes, Sneak preview; Thu 10:00 


LAUGH OUT LOUD COMEDY 
FEST-VIEWER DISCRETION 
ADVISED (Classification not available) 
Thu 10:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM. 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frighten, 
Ing scenes, violence) 

No passes, Fri-Tue, Thu 12:15, 1:00, 
1:40, 3:15, 4:00, 4:40, 6:20, 7:10, 7:40, 
9:30, 10:10, 10:50; Wed 12:15, 1:40, 
9:15, 4:00, 4:40, 6:20, 7:10, 7:40, 9:30, 
10710, 10:50; Star and Strollers sereaning: 
Wed 1:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111. Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8720 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
No passes; DTS Digital Fri 6:30, 9:30; 
Sat-Sun 12:15, 3:15, 6:30, 9:30; Mon: 
Thu 6:30, 9:30 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PO, trighten- 
ing scenes, violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri, Mon- 
Thu 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:45, 
7,00, 9:45 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 
guage) 

DTS Digital Fi, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:15; Sat- 
Sun 12:50, 3:05, 7:10, 9:15 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:30, 6:45, 9:25 


| WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


780-352-2922 
Date of issue only; Thu. May 22 
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 
guage) . 
Thu 7:10, 9:25 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recomn- 
mended for young children) 
Thu 7:00, 9:30 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Thu 6:50, 9:40 

SPEED RACER (PG) 

Thu 6:55, 9:30 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, 
violence, frightening Scenes) 


mended Wu 6:55, 9:30 
Bay 5, 825 foun Te 12:45, Tard 
way22-May 26;2009  Weweemy 49 


DOORS 8PM =O MINORS 


COMEDY NIGHT 


alberta’s funniest comics!!! 
full table service!!! 


gl | 

inti Specials 
ub Nights? 
Concert info? 
Dirty Tath? 

Hours? 


= oe all 


= 


apn) LLC 


Pecnage Headache 


New Citys 


‘enoge Headach: 
lewnage Headach Blackbyrd 2 


blewd |; 


We sing aboot girls 


pod stull thar's fun 


29-C1UB fo 


mpound.com 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

eez, the hard questions right off 

the top, hey?” laughs 

Saskatchewan-born, Edmon 
toff-based songwriter Ayla Brook 

Well, it’s never easy when you 
bring up former lovers, and former 
bands tend to be very much in the 
same boat—you just don’t know why 
a group broke up unless you 
hear it from one of the mem 
bers, and even then perspec- 
tives can vary wildly. This 
particular question is directed 
at Brook, the man whose 
songs steered AA Sound Sys- 
tem through a couple of 
albums—2004's Lily Plain ... You're 
Hardly Poor and 2006's Laissez Faire— 
before the band faltered and faded as 
a result of drummer Marek Tyler mov- 
ing to west to Victoria and guitarist 
Lane Arndt first contemplating a 
move to Toronto before altering his 
plans and opening a music school 
right here in Edmonton instead 
Brook says that the band is not offi- 

cially over—“Lane and | have talked 
and it’s not like another AA project is 


vueweeokly.com 


Ayla Brook recharges After the Morning Ajtc! 


bt | SAT, MAY 24 (9 PM) 


> | AYLA BROOK 
co WITHTHE SWIFTYS 
O_ | PAWNSHOP S10 


out of the question,” he notes. “It’s 
just a matter of everybody getting 
their times together’—but he also 
admits that it seemed that way for a 
time, and, being a 
musician anda 
songwriter, he had 
to find something 
else to keep him- 
self busy with 

The result of 
Brook's restless- 
ness is a new solo album, After the 
Morning After. The sound on the new 
record is as much Brook as AA Sound 
System was—his rootsy style of song- 
writing has always been apparent, 
and his loose singing is still in the 
centre of the music—but gone are the 
electronic sounds that coloured much 
of the band’s work. What is left over is 
a decidedly folky sound, with foot 
stomps and knee slaps replacing 
drums on the majority of the album. 
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CHARLIE SIZEMORE / 58 
COHEED AND CAMBRIA / 63 
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(The one exception is the title track 
where a drum machine stands | 
the real thing—and works remarka!) 
well.) 

The songs on the new album 
culled from Brook's catalogu 
unused material—some of it o'¢ 
few written in the last coup'« 
years—so the songwriter had a de 
nite idea of what he want’ 
this record to sound like. | 
help him capture that soun’ 
Brook invited Danny Mich’ 
and Johnny Blerot, the Pp! 
ducer and engineer W" 
worked on AA Sound > 
tem’s last album, OU! 
Brook’s farm in Saskatchewan wh! 
the trio and a few other friend 
everything down in five and @ | 
days of work. Brook admits that he'¢ 
like to take a little more time rec’ 
ing his next album, but he says 
the swift session was perfect for 
the Moming After. 

“It really helped serve to make 
kind of record I wanted to ™¢ 
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The Details comfortable 
in both city and country 


ORYAM BIRTLES / bryan @vueweekly.com 
othing could be more different than 
Neen a farmer and being in a band. 
Farming is tied to a place, a piece of 
land that you own and work over the course of 
4 lifetime or even generations, but is restricted 
to the same look, the same view, a feeling of 
cermanence. Being in a band, on the other 
hand, is about constant change. Styles change, 
artistic impulses shift and the band members 
themselves have to move from place to place in 
4 cramped van on dusty roads bringing their 
Songs lo the people who want to hear them. 
\s he'll tell you—and as he has to explain to 
4 \ol of interviewers—the Details guitarist and 
vocalist Jon Plett knows that his two occupa- 
“ons as a farmer and a musician are an odd 
combination. But he loves both of them and is 
siways willing to lend a hand on his parents’ 
‘arm whenever he’s home from a tour. 
! thought I'd do a bit of work while I'm 
‘ome—right now I'm seeding soy beans, actual- 
! 'm mostly driving a tractor—that's essentially 
4}! 'm doing—and this tractor is equipped with 
“PS So it basically drives itself and I just sit 
a re,” he laughs as the wind makes explaining 
pat the band comes by its country sensibilities 
‘onestly into his cell phone difficult. “Three of 
US grew up outside of large cities, Sean Vidal 
Sullar and vocals] and Keli [Martin, bass] both 
W Up in rural Saskatchewan, so | think we 
Ten't really city kids at heart.” 
,, ven though they're not city kids, the band 
did have one of their songs recently featured in 
very urban television drama Lipstick Jungle, 
ch revolves around some highly successful, 
highly ambitious, friends in New York City. 
slightly ironic,” Plett allows before talking 
‘t the experience of watching an American 
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network show while his band’s song played. 
“We had never watched the show before and | 
don’t know if it's even on anymore. | don't 
watch TV much anymore but I haven't heard 
much of it since. It was a new show and it was 
only the third or fourth episode that our song 
appeared in—all 1 knew about it was it was the 
new Sex and the City. We practiced that night so 
we got an extra case of beer and watched Lip 
stick Jungle and had a few laughs.” 

After all the success of the band’s last album, 
Draw a Distance. Draw a Border, as well as the 
heavy touring, the band will settle down for a 
bit once the current Western Canadian jaunt is 
through, beginning the process of creating a 
new album. Some of it is already written, but 
much still needs to be done. 

“We spent a lot of the winter writing and 
when we get back from this tour we're going to 
spend the rest of the summer working on new 
stuff as well. | think we'll start demoing as soon 
as we get back and look at recording this win- 
ter, which'll mean an ‘09 release,” Plett 
explains, before considering the expanded 
options that bands face when releasing music 
today. “I think there's still a place for a CD—I 
think we all agree in our band that there needs 
to be some sort of a hard copy. I guess vinyl is 
the new thing—for the second time—so we'll 
probably explore that as well, but we're kind of 
old fashioned I guess you could say in that we 
feel like there needs to be something to hold 
onto.” v 
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10551- 32 Avenue {Upstairs!} -432-0814 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 
PAWN SEOF! 


SWIFTYS ; 
SATURDAY 


FRIDAY MAY 23 


LOSING DARK 


A TROPHY LIFE 
COWBOY & THE PRIZEFIGHTER 
SINK THIS CITY 


THE ® AYLA 
BROOK 


SATURDAY MAY 24 


THE SWIFTYS 
AYLA BROOK 
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i trom 1am 2am 
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wie Dawnshonlive.ca 
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Vha Monga 


$2.00 Kokanee Prats 
8 Highballs belore Wom 
and trom tam 2am 7 


QW 1055182 twhytel Ave. | 


FRIDAY MAY 30 


MY QUIET EARTH 


e PARACHUTE 
PENGUIN 


Www. pawnshoplive.ca 


SATURDAY MAY 31 


LEN © PALOOZA 


KULLY & THE AYPOCRITES 


THE MANGE » SWILL CITY LOCALS 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dorina 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm. 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Tony McManus; 
$20 (ade with dinner)/$25 (door show: 
only) 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 
DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
Stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; 9pm 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE The 
Mars Volta (art-rock/experimental); all 
ages event; 7pm; $39.50 at 
TicketMaster 

FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmolke; 
8pm 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB James 
Murdoch and Ann Vriend; 8pm 
HULBERT'S Hulbert’s house concerts: 
Ruth Purves Smith; 8pm; $12 (via 
ticketSource)/$15 (door) 

IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 
cover, 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-Vipm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), B:30pm-12:30am 
JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Girls Night 
Out 7pm 

JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrenes {jazz piano}; 8pm 

LB’S COUNTRY KITCHEN AND 
PUB Country Star Search: Preliminary 
competition; 8:30pm 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Le 
Mystere Des Voix Bulgares; 8pm; $29 
{student)/$37 50 (adult) at 
TicketMaster 451-8000 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 
O'BYRNE'S Back to Back Blues Party 
Slowburn; 230pm-12:30am 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Jazz night 
open stage hosted by the Janny Mac 
Attack: Spm-lam 

STARLITE ROOM St. Alia Cartel; 
8pm; tickets at TicketMaster 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 
Spreepark Collective, Willkommen in 
Spreepark: Belgium and Michaal Rault 
& tha Mixed Signals; 7:20pm: $15 (pe 
night/$35 (all 3 nights) at TIX on the 


Square, door 


URBAN LOUNGE Danni Coey 
(acoustic) 9.30pm; no cover 
VELVET UNDERGROUND The Sow! 
Alvia Cartel; 8pm {door}: no minacs: 
tickets at Mepatunres, Blackbyrd, FS 
{WEM) 


WILD WEST Kory Wios 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub. trip 
hop, lounge, electro with Du Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Esrapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fallow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyOeddy 


FILTHY MoNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DU SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DU Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 

HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DUs OJ Degree, Junior Brown 


~ WAS BAR Urban House: with DU Mark 


‘Stevens: Spm 


se iE 


NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
‘Nebula and Anarchy Adam: no minors; 
10pm; no cover 


‘(OM THE ROCKS Selsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at Bpm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New- classic 
Tock, A&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PAWH SHOP Turbo, D.I.M., Dusty 
Grooves, Thomas Von Party 


PAWN SHOP Losing Dark. A Trophy 
Life, Cowboy and the Prize Fighter, 
Sink This City 
RAINMAKER RODED China White, 
Dr. Hook featuring Ray Sawyer, 
Trooper, Vanilla Ice; Spm-1:30am; 
www. rainmakerab.ca 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM The Big 
Wild Launch Party; Karla Anderson and 


PREVUE / TUE. MAY 27 (8 PM) / MIA / EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


$32.50 


See her without any nasty Gwen Stefani aftertaste! 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


‘STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Beatpaty: with 
Kristoff and Christian J; Spm; no cover 


VELVET UNDERGROUND DJ 
Degree, 0) Generic; Spm; no cover 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Smilin’ Jay's Happy Hour 
(recording for future broadcast} Tanyss 
Nixi, Happy 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 

ANUS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights 
in the Metro Room: Dragon Fli Empire, 
8pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Recollection 


Bluas Band; $10 (adv with dinnar//$15 
(door, st only) 

CARROT Liver Fridays: Broek 
Skywalker, all ages; Spm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Colleen Ray 
and Comerstone {country/rnck) 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD Aonnie Kerr 
(country/rock) 

CHILE PEPPER'S Mr Lucky 
(blues/toots); 9pm-Tem; no cover 


EARLY STAGE SALOON Country 


Crooning with Jac and Jessi Trio 
EDDIE SHORTS The Burnin Sand: 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


Cohead and Cambria (alt metal), 
Baroness and Pride Tiger; all ages: 
7pm; $31.50 at Unionevents 
Ticketmaster.ca, 451-8000. 
Megatunes, Blacktyrd, FS Skate and 
Snow 


EDMONTON QUEEN The Pure 


FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmnolke, 
Spm; $5 

FRESH STAAT Live music Fridays 
Elsie Osbome and Andrew Glover, 6- 
Spm 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Kelly Alanna 
8pm 

HILLTOP PUB Slowbum: Spm-lam 
HOOLIGANZ PUB The Brains 
(Montreal) and The Benders (rock/atth 
10pm; no cover 

HULBERT'S PUB Terry McDade and 
Harpe Jazz; Bpm, $10 (door) 
JEFFREYS CAFE Jock Semple 
{acoustic blues) $25 

JEXYLL AND HYDE Heacwind 
(pop/rock 8:30pm; no cover 


Bob Jahvig (singer-songwriters); 7pm; 
$5 (MEC/CPAWS member\/$10 (non- 
members) 

‘STARLITE ROOM Stone Iris (CD 
telease party), Jon and Roy, Rebecka 
Higgs; $10 (door) 

‘STEEPS-OLD GLENORA Codie 
MeLachlan; 8:30pm; no cover 
TEMPLE 1,G,| Psydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew: Psyence Fair; Spm 

THREE BANANAS CAFE The 
Martingales (alt/folk-rock/surt, CD 
release party); 7:30pm (door), 8:30 
{show free admission 

TOUCH OF CLASS Tim Lovett 
{pop/reek}; 8:30pm. 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retrodancs 
BUDDY'S We made 'emfamous! DJ’ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
'70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 
ESMERALDA'S Ezzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

HALD Mod Ciub: indie rock, new 
‘wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DU 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, alterna- 
tive, techno with DJs Dervish, 
‘Squirrelly B, quests; no minors; Spm 
(door) 


(NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/i 
ndy with Dus Jebus and Anarchy: 
‘Adam (from CJSR's Your Weekly AA 
Meeting); G-Whiz 

‘OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with DJ 
Gatto, DJ Megs Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
merengue-bachata-house-reqgeaton- 
urban-old school with DJ Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday res- 
ident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12midnight 


PREVUE / i MAY 23 (8 Pa) / RIFE RANDELLS /VEVET UNDER- 
GROUND, $10 
| just wanna have some kicks / | just wanna get some chicks / 
Rock, rock, rock, rock, rock ‘n’ roll high school! 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 
Spreepark Collective, Willkomen in 
Spreepark: Blind Tiger, Tiger and tiifit 
Outfit; 7:30pm; $15 at TIX on the 
‘Square, door 


URBAN LOUNGE Crush; 9pm (door!, 
BS) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Fitt 


Randels, The Blame Its, Old Wives; 
$10 (don 


WHISTLESTOP Allan-Lee and the 
Blues Busters 


WALD WEST Kory Wlos 


YARDBIRD SUITE PJ. Perry Quartet, 
Spm; 8pm {door], Ipm (show! $20 


Imemberl/$24 (quest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Masters: 
Beethoven, Mozart and Kuerti: Anton 
Kuert) (péano}, Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, David Atherton, (condhactort 


7130p 
DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR icky 


Friday: Funky breaks. funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and frends 


‘STOLU'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TEMPLE 1.G.|, Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTranes, Beats and the dance-y stuff 
with the Techno Hippy Crew, quests 
‘Shadow FX Wav Occupation, 
Psycasmic, Space Age 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


\WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays: 
Dezire (Underground), DJ Ick (Upper 
Heaven} « 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholi 


fics 


‘AQIS CAFE-METRO ROOM Jodi 


very Saturday aftemoon 
~ Cover 


MUSIC WEEK 


King: 8pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUS: 
Dog: RED RAM: live acn 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 33. « 
‘and friends; $15 (adv with ¢ 
(door, show only} 
BLUES OR WHYTE Banc 
week, 34pm; open bi 
Saturday aftemoon, 3-8 
CARROT Open mic $ 
10pm, 

CASINO EDMONTON Coilecs 
and Comerstone (country/rock) 
‘CASINO 

{country/rock} 

CENTURY CASINO Ti) 
UurlandTrio; $12.95 {ady) 

CHILE PEPPER'S Mr. Luci 
{blves/roots}: Spm-1am; no co 
Tho; 8pm (door; $12 
Casino, TicketMaster 
EARLY STAGE SALOON 
Crooning with Jac and J 
EDDIE SHORTS q 
Humana, CJ King, Joe Nolan 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Hives (rock), Lockstey; al! 
8pm; $33.50 at TicketMa: 
FILTHY McNASTY'S 0 
‘Saturdays hosted by Th 
‘And guests; 1pm (doo 
FOUR ROOMS Chvistins Scr 
Spm; $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB t 
Arts Event: Soulja) 
Bom; $12 (adv. 2 1X on th 
Square)/$15 (door) 
HULBERT'S Foo! 
Stones Trio: Lado 
Raut; Bpm; $10 (doar) 
JAMMERS PUB Sa.uri 
3-7.30pm; country/rock bes 
JEFFREYS CAFE Jack Sen 
{acoustic blues); $25 
JEKYLL AND HYDE He 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm; no eo 


JET NIGHTCLUE 1} 


JULLIAN'S PIANO BAR \ 
Lawrence (jazz piano), pm 


cert with fashion sI 
Reinhard von Berg, 
Kosowan, Philip 
John Armstrong, Glam 

Bill Damur, Cockatoo; $5 (6' 
member|/$10 (non-r 


NORTHLANDS Nev2r 
Thousand Foot Krutch 


O'BYANE'S Saturday a! 
Chris Winters, quests 


O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB © 


€anan Duo (blues, SOs)" 
originals); 8:30pm-12:30am 


Clark. Eddy Van Waylons; 5 
wwwrainmakerab ca 
ROCK PUB AND GRILL \ 
jam/open stage 48pm: Liv 
Spm. 


STABLITE ROOM Arch { 
Tranquility, Divine Heresy 
minors; Bpm {door $30 
Unionevents.com, Ticket 
451-8000, Magatunes. & 
Skate, Snow (WEM) 


TEMPLE 0h Snap! 0 
Degree, All Out Dus: 
Tmtsworth, Kissie Fell Out 
Spm 


‘TOUCH OF CLASS Tin Lo 

(pop/rock): 8:30pm 

TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 
Collective, Wilfeor 
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MUSIC 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vuaweekly.com 

| When “Fat” Dave Johnston started play- 
| ing music it was supposed to be a ticket 
out of town. But a few years anda 
| young family later it’s his perception, not 
| location, that's changed. 

“You can get so fixated on the [nega- 
tive},” the Edmonton singer/guitarist 
says. "I've had | 


sound has 
and, the Fat Dave 
ily on honing 


; VENUE 
GUIDE 


WHERE 


“| want to put myself in a position 
where | can play to any room, any demo- 
graphic of people,” he says. “As an enter- 
tainer it’s your job to meet people half 
way. As far as picking up an acoustic qui- 
tar and having people appreciate it, | 
want to be able to do that. | have back up. 
musicians lined up for [the upcoming] 
show and other shows down the road 
and it’s still fun time party music.” 

Johnston's transition to solo artist was 
made easier by his day job at Long & 
McQuade, where finding back up musi- 
Cians is as easy as choosing a drum kit— 
only cheaper. His manager at the store 
was one of the first to jump on board. 

“[My manager] was out back having a 
smoke and he said, ‘Well, I've been 
thinking about it and | think | need to 
play bass in your solo band,” Johnston 
fecalls. 

Similar deals with others have also 
been struck. The only problem: “[There’s} 
nobody left to. run the shop on the week- 
end. {It’s} kind of a catch-22.” 

But soon Johnston won't be venturing 
far from home for weekend touring any- 
ways. In two months he will become a 
father. The exciting addition won't be a 
detriment to his music, considering he 


likens rehearsals to “shooting pool or 
drinking beer in the garage,” for the 
musically-minded. 

“tf making music was my job it would 
be a stressful job,” he says. “Whereas | 


can command this kind of lifestyle on my 
own terms because | have a regular 
income and | have things in place ... | ean 
take music as seriously or as lightly as | 
want based on whatever is going on.” 

His next handful of shows will keep 
him close to home and feature a differ- 
ent kind of performance than fans might 
be used to. 

“The last show we played we didn’t 
Say anything to the crowd until the 
end,” he recalls. “Song led into song 
led into song. Like any DJ will tell you 
if you stop in between and give people 
a chance to sit down it’s hard to get 
them back up and dancing ... [Now] 
there’s some stories to be told about 
some of the songs. One thing that 
might be fun to do is explain where the 
Songs are coming from ... That matters 
to some people too.” 

Johnston's foray into music might not 
have wound up exactly as he intended, 
but he proves that it's never really about 
the destination anyway. w 


* ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780-758-9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AXIS 
CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9096 « 
BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 « BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484 
7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Streot, St 
Albert, 418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439- 
9981 « BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper 
Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO 
YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 * CHILI PEPPER'S 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 « CHRISTOPHER'S 
PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * COAST TERRACE INN 4440 Gateway Blvd, 437-6010 
* CLIFFS PUB 8214-175 St, 487-8897 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, U of A, 492-0601 « 
COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472 
7696 * DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus * DRUID 11606 Jesper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 
6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 © EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 


WEM Phase III, 489-SHOW « EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2. upper level, WEM, 496-9494 * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FID- 
DLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St « FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 « FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780-429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 « FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 « FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 Avo, 
433-9676 « GAS PUMP 1066-114 St, 488-4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HAVEN SOCIAL 
CLUB 15120 A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780-756-6010 « HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 
St, 436-1161 « THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Avo, 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 « 
JEFFREY'S CAFE 9640 142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR 
Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * LB'S COUNTRY PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert * LEGENDS PUB 
6104-172 St, 491-2786 * LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-86 Ave, 433-5382 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 * MYER HOROWITZ 
THEATRE U of A Campus « NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 « 
NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Bivd * O’BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * O’MAILLE’S IRISH PUB 104, 398 St. Albert Rd. St. Albert, 458-5700 * ON 
THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 « OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 « OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 423-1643 
* OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 485-1717 * PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 432-0814 + PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10960-57 Avo, 474-5270 * RAINMAK- 
ER RODEO St. Albert, wvew.rainmaker.ab ca « RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 * ROBERTSON WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St» ROCK 
PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Ti, St. Albert, 455-5571 « ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 492-5253 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12245-102 
Ave * ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St » SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 « SAVOY 10401-62 
Ave, 438-0373 © SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 452-6006 » STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 Si, 428-1099 + STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116- 
82 Ave, 988-8105 « STEEPS-OLD GLENORA 12411 Stony Ptain Ad * STOLU'S 2nd Fl, 10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jesper Ave 
420-0448 © STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 St, 465-5478 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 « THREE BANANAS CAFE 9918-102 Ave. 
Churchill Sq. 428-2200 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 10330-64 Ave » URBAN FRAT 
10220-103 St, 906-7929 * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10020-1072 St (downstairs) 428-1099 * WHISTLESTOP 
12418-132 Ave, 451-5506 « WILD WEST SALOON 1291250 St, 476-3388 + WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-2286 « X-WRECKS 9303-50 St * Y AFTER- 
HOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 « YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert. 
459-0295 
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KENNY SHIELDS 
TREETHEART 9 


England’s new, new rave means less is more 


<3 | BACKLASH BLUES 


= AOLAND PEMBERTON 
roland@vueweekly.com 


In my travels across England, I’ve found 
that trends happen there before they do 
out in Canada’s West, but they disap- 
pear just as quickly. When | was abroad 
last fall, new rave fashion was still en 
vogue and | was seeing increasingly 
garish colour combinations pile on top 
of themselves in a nauseous amalgam * 
on all the young dudes. Fast forward to 
Edmonton circa now and you see kids 
that go to Vic on Whyte Ave with neon 
pink leopard print jean jackets on. The 
word from London? It’s all about muted 
colours, girls with black fishnets, mint- 
malism. Fortunately, the kids are still 
raving like neon is in their blood. This 
was quite apparent at Fabric in London 
this past weekend. 

Fabric is a legendary superclub, the 


next hall down the line from Manches- 
ter's Hacienda and the Paradise Garage in 
New York City. Made famous by its pio- 
neering Fabriclive CD series, the club is 
separated into three rooms and can 
maybe hold a couple thousand people. 
The dance floor holds bass units that 
pulse the low end into your feet for a 
pretty cool sensory response. The club's 
design is obviously inspired by German 
engineering, with dark greys saturating 
the walls and an almost prison-like 
atmosphere. The back room is centred by 
a rusty metal table in the shape of the 
Fabric logo: a square with a line extend- 
ing up from each corner. 


MINIMALISM WAS ALIVE in the music 
as well. One of the acts in Room 2 was 
the Touch, an electro group composed 
of several Swedish youths. Armed with 
laptops, these dudes triggered current 
techno records as well as edits of ‘80s 
hits (Wham! was used at one point). 
This was compounded by sparse live 


guitar accompaniment aS well a 
vocals from a Swedish babe name, 
Lina who also humped the ground 
was a pretty creative setup, but it Wa 
n't too fancy, eschewing the Bitnines. 
cence of years past. 

This is a welcome change to the 
recent British tendency toward the may 
imal idea: huge synths, bright colours 
drug culture. The only people still trax 
ing in this concept are the younger indic 
bands, such as Late of the Pier anq 
Hadouken! New rave is now played oyt 
a victim of oversaturation and media’s 
tendency towards the co-opt. Musica! 
scenery changes are always response 
to existing cultures and the change frorr 
maximal sounds to minimal ones is a 
healthy alternative. Even when 
immersed in the modern rave at Fabric. | 
didn't find the music to be unnecessarily 
bombastic or concerned with drastic 
shifts. It was all about ebb and flow and 
continuity, DJing concerned with a dark 
vibe that suited the environment. v 


8pm; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Ma Erin Eden Travis 
Mateeson Tianna J Donovan 
(Bedroom): Degree Kristoff 
{Underground}; DJ TZ (Upper Heaven) 


YARDBIRD SUITE P.J, Perry Quanet, 
9pm; Bpm (door), Spm (show); $20 
(momber/$24 (quest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL All three 
Concert Bands of Festival City Winds 
Music Society; Evan Sampson {saxo- 
phone); 7:30pm; $7 (door) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Masters: 
Beethoven, Mozart and Kuerti; Anton 
Kverti (piano), Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, David Atherton, (conduc- 


tor), 7:30pm 
DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DY 
Soundwave 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturday 
‘evenings on the Main Floor: 

Alt Rock/Electra/Trash, The Menace 
Sessions with Miss Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undia night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
‘and 70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock hip hop, 
house, mash up 


ESMERALDA Super Parties: Every 
Sata different theme 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with OJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


HALD For Those Who Knew: house 
every Sat with DU Junior Brown, Luke 
Morison, Nestor Delano, Ari Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzie Saturday. 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guasts 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk with QU Nazz Nomad: no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sueks: electro, industrial, alt and indy, 
electro, rock with Dus Greg Gory and 
Blue Jay; $S 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays. 
breaks electro house with Pi residents 
RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and guests 

RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DESEO Sporteworid Inline and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with & 
mix of retro and disco: 1-Spm and 
7pm-12 midnight 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40. RAB, 
house with People’s DJ 

‘TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every Saturday 
with Degres and Allout Qs with 
weekly quests: Spm 

WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and focal 


bands 
Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Laura Barrett 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosette Guitars; 
donations 

CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
‘Sunday jam; 7pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 
HULBERT'S PUB Songwriters 
‘Stage; 7pm; no cover 

SJAMMERS PUB Sunday open blues 
jam; 48pm 

(NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 


WORTHLANDS Nevertheless, 
Newsboys, Pillar 


O'BYRNE Sunday night open stage 
with Joe Bird 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah; Som 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor 6-1ipm 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: acoustic 
jam every Sunday aftemoon with the 
‘Shutflehound; 1:30-5pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE CA. 
Avery and tha Boomchasers; 8:30pm; 
$10 


‘STARLITE ROOM The Blush 
Connection Launch Party: 3 girl bands 
with DU sets 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE Taj Mahal, The 
Blind Boys Of Alabama; 8pm; 


CLASSICAL 


OVAL COACH DINING ROOM 
Petro Polujin (classical guitar Spm 


ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN 
(CHURCH Music for Springtime: An 
Evening to Remember: Sytvia Shadick- 
Taylor and William Dimmer (piano and 
trumpet); 7pm: $15/free (child 6 and 
under) at TIX on the Square 


DIS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftomoons: Phil. 2-7pm; Main Floor 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sout, 
Motown, Disco.wsth DU Red Dawn 
spinning 

BUDOY'S NIGHTCLUB Lstest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electra; 10pm-2:30eer 
Quest DJs inquire at 
kelty@michetticom 

GINGUR Strictly Reggoe Bashment 
OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays 


WUMDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live music monthly; no: 
cover 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Killswitch Engage, Throwdown, 
Poison the Well, The End; all ages 
event, 7pm (doorl $30 at 
Unionevents.com, Ticketmaster.ca, 
451-8000, Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS 
(WEM) 


HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bowl Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald {altemating); 9pm-12am 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2am 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy Electro 
Jatest and greatest in House, 
Progressive end Trip-Hop; 12am- 
2-30amy interested guest DJs inquire 
at hally@michetti.comy karaoke with 
Tizy, amateur strip contest, Spm- 
12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with DJS WAG. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch en Metal Mondays: "80s metal 
with DJ Sammi Kerr; no minors; no 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
MLA {techno/pop|; no minors; Bpmy 
$250 
LEGENDS PUB Tuesday open jam 
hasted by Gary Thomas 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Wi 
tuckets at livenabon.com, 
TicketMaster 451-9000 


O'BYRNE'S Tuesday night Celtic jam 
with Shannon Johnson 


REXALL PLACE flush: 6:30 (door), 
7:30pm (show); $85, $65, $45 at 
TicketMaster 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
Ketter Bluegrass Circle: Charlie 

izemore Band: 7:30pm (door), 8pm 
as how $18 (NBCMS member)/$20 
(non-member) at www. tixon- 
thesquare.ca, Acoustic Music Shop, 
9934-82 Ave, Myhre's Music, 8735- 
118 Ave, Southside Sound 


‘SIDELINERS PUB The Tuesday All 
Star Jam: Hosted by Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar; 8pm; $18 (Bluegrass 
Circle memberl/$20 {non- 
member)/free (child 12 and under) at 
TIX on the Square 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jam Session: 
Saxophone Summit; 8:30pm (doo), 
Spm (show, every Tue; $3 


DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Tuesday 
‘on the Wooftop: with DJ Cadence 
Weapon 


BUDDY'S Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser; Spm, 


ESMERALDA'S fletro every Tue; no 
cover with student 1D 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
&10pm . 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
with Dr, Blues; 8-10pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM City and 
Colour (Dallas Green), 8pm; $35, $30, 
$25 at TicketMaster 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre~ 
sented by the Northem Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Acoustic 
nite open stage, Spm-lam 

OVAL ALBERTA MUSEUM CAFE 
Live from the Museum; every Wed 
unital June 4: Robert Mulder and The 
Juical {U-22k Al Brant, Jan Randall 
and Armediet (master jamk $10 at the 
Museum 


‘STARLITE ROOM Battles. quests: no 


MUSIC 


minors; 8pm (door), $25 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster 
‘Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 
‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed 

URBAN LOUNGE Chasing Jo 
First City Fallen, Camea: 9pm (door) 
$ 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Wii 
Style Wednesdays: Open mic, hi 
hop; Spm: $5 

WILD WEST Tera Lee 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jam So: 
‘Saxophone Summit, 8:30pm ( 
Spm (show) every Tue; $3 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Midweek 
Classics: The Force of O 


Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wedne= 
Nights: with DJ Harley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE M310 
Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesda 
Rides... Worst Wrecks: Root 
every Wed with DJ Buster Friend 
No caver; live music nea month 
Wooftop: RetroActive Radio: 
Altemative ‘80s and “90s, Post Pun 
New Wave, Garage, Brit, Mod. Foc 
‘and Roll with LL Cool Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DU Sex 
Sean 
co olga 


FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: R&S 

hiphop, reagae, old stool, reage 

with InVinceable, Touch It weet 

guest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&E wit 
Spincycle 


YV AFTERHOURS Y Not Woo 


‘ itely a very live off the 
cm at a 
ord.” he says. “It’s the isolation. 
: bod ‘ has any distractions. Nobody 
.< internet. Your cell phones maybe 
nt work—the reception was better 
an when we did the last record. 
and for me, it’s a good excuse for 
to go home,” he continues. “I don’t 
{ to get back to that space very 
en. And fm comfortable there, | 
el strong there. The songs sort of 
<onate a lot to me there. The sub- 
.-t matter is partially that, but it’s a 
-omfortable safe place and | don't 
have to worry about anything else 
hile I'm there other than what's 
ing in my belly after I've finished 
ping the take, you know?” 


LARGE PART OF what Brook felt 
nile recording in the house—in one 
pom, really, with everyone making 
te contact while playing—is a result 
f growing up there and, having left 

farm for the concrete pastures of 

e big city, being able to go back 
Mhere and return to his roots, if even 
pr only a few days. 

i's pretty heavy for me recording 

in that room,” Brook admits. “It's 

here | grew up, it’s where I went 

rough all this music, it’s the room 

ly mother died in, so there’s some 

avy voodoo in that room. There's 
pmething going on in that space. 

“And it sounds good, just acoustical- 
: the way the angles of the roof are at 

right places, and it's a wood room— 
resonates,” he adds. “When you fill it 

p, it sort of starts to sing, sort of in the 
ame way a church does. It’s got that 
ort of high ceiling in it. It does keep 
rawing me back to make more music 

t there. The next thing I do will prob- 
bly be hiding out and writing, though, 
ther than recording.” 

Something that marks Brook’s 
Mhum is a distinct lack of fear when it 

+5 lo capturing more than just the 
of the notes being played. 
ere's a life to the album that only 
pens when the atmosphere is just 


- » 2 ~ 
Bd 


as important to the sound as the 
songs are. 4 

“Danny asked me, ‘Well, are you 
concerned about creaking floorboards 
and clinks and this and that,’ and I'm 
like, ‘No, it’s me in a room recording 
some songs, so let’s not try to pretend 
that it’s anything else,” he recalls. “It 
makes it immediate when you listen 
to it. 

“One extreme of the approach is 
you take out all the little finger slides 
on the fretboard between each 


KOAL (penhagen g 


chord,” he continues, reflecting. "Or 
you don't worry about it and you go, 
‘Well, that’s the sound in the room.’ A 
lot of my favourite records are that 
Way, you can hear the creaks, you're 
drawn in more because you hear 
those extra things and you realize, 
“Oh yeah, this actually happened. This 
isn’t some guy programming this 
thing and that thing, and OK, then she 
went and did the vocal.’ It mak 

more of a documentation of an event 
It's more of a snapshot—hopefully 


well framed and in-focus—but a snap- 
shot nonetheless.” 


HAVING CLEARED HIS siate of ota 
songs with After the Morning After, 
Brook is now looking ahead to plenty 
of touring—he says he'll be on the 
road more than previously now that 
he can pick up and head out on his 
own without having to coordinate 
with other band members—and even 
some new material, though he says 
it’s been somewhat slow going in the 


Spenhagen 


SNUF 


songwriting department recently. 

“It's been hard lately—I feel like I'm 
working four jobs and I’m trying to 
get this thing out, although now that 
everything has sort of moved away, 
there area couple, three or four 
things that are starting to bubble 
away and I know what direction | 
want for the next record,” he says 
‘It's going to be a party record. It's 

I did the introspective quiet 
record .., itll be the aging young hip 
Ster’s last hurrah or something.” v 


SKOAL 


ANDITS 


u 
> "YW oramme 
» 28.0 mg WO 


(penhagen SINCE 1822, 
NOTHING TASTES 
LIKE.1T BECAUSE NOTHING'S 
MADE LIKE IT. THE FINEST 
TOBACCO, AGED IN BARRELS 
FOR YEARS, CREATES THE 
DISTINCTIVE TASTE OF 
COPENHAGEN. 


SHOAL DISCREET, 
BANDITS easy- 
TO-USE 
POUCHES IN A VARIETY 
OF GREAT TASTING 
FLAVOURS. 


SKOAL SKOAL Is OFFERED 


LONG Curr IN A VARIETY OF 
FLAVOURS SUCH AS MINT, 
CHERRY, APPLE, PEACH AND 
CITRUS. REAL TOBACCO 
SATISFACTION WITHOUT 
LIGHTING UP. 


S— 


THIS PRODUCT IS NOT 
A GAFE ALTERNATIVE 
TO CIGARETTES 


NOT 
FOR SALE TO 
MINORS 


DISCOVER SMOKELESS TOBACCO WHERE CIGARETTES ARE SOLD. 


MAY 22 - MAY 28, 2008 
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rT TONIGHT! TT NIGHT - "TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE ua 
SAlnT DIVINE 8m 


NEGATES, BLADHAO BFS (WEN) REE < 
“"Jiis FRIDAY - TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE 3 E N | M } 
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WITH SPECIAL GUEST ; ‘ sec aie 
ARONESS Div 
Pride Tiger 


FRIDAY MAY 23 ce <a3 eae 


DOORS 7 PM // ALL AGES // LIMITED TICKETS ALSO AT & 
MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD & FS (WEM) a ‘ . / 


fFireus IND 


MAY 24-- STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM - 18+ 1D REQ. - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD 
AND FS (WEM) 


MAY 26 - -FDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BL:ACKBYRD & FS (WEN) 


| a7: AT TLES WA oo ROOM 1a 


is I 4 i Wal 8 PM / 18+ ID / TIX ALSO AT head BENET & LISTEN 


ORR SS OE ES, 


GLANOS 


JUNE 7 
STARLITE ROOM 


TWO SHOWS! 
ALL AGES - DOORS 5 PM 


NO MINORS - DOORS 9 PM 
TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN 


YY VUE t 


SEA WOLE VELVET UNDERGROUND 


ODORS 9PM 18+ 10 AED TX ALSO AL MEGATUNES, BLA 


THE PAWNS P 
DOORS 8 P SH 18+ ID REQ. 


wi SE SONY NAC TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYAD & LISTEN 


Cais La SESE SES 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON ( aileeniedte ca 451-8000 


Ly MAY 22- MAY 28, 2008 MUSIC 


usic and fashion 
ollide on the runway 


(AN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders@vneweekly.com 
xperimental music lovers 
and fashionistas alike are in 
for a treat, because the 

siclans of the Boreal Electroa- 

ustic Music Society (BEAMS) 
we teamed up with local fashion 
signers to create a night of fash- 
and live music. 
the show's curator, Philip Jagger, 
plains, the inspiration for the “Form 

Function” show germinated from a 

sire to smash down the walls 
en various art forms. 

“I want to break down the barriers 

the city,” he emphasizes. “BEAMS 

pple don’t really have the fashion 

pple come into our element. So I 

int to bring the fashion people into 

BEAMS element. And BEAMS into 
fashion element, because you 
| really see any of the fashion 
signers using experimental or 

_ (-garde music in what they do in 

cir set.” 

Fashion houses making an appear- 

¢ include Morse Code, Sweet 
rousel and GlamBam Clothing. 
ch of the designers, Jagger explains, 
aS paired up with a musician from 

MS, and the designer and musi- 
in collaborated to make the two art 
ms into one. 

So, the musician will go ‘Oh! | 

to have the models do this idea!’ 

‘I want the models to do that!’ And 

Elise [Truong of Sweet Carousel] 

is the models to do this or that. So 

© working together. 

ome musicians are composing 
ft for the designers as well,” he 
4S, noting that it can go the other 

, (00. “Like, I'm going to be com- 
sing stuff as well.” 


SS | SATAY 24(7 Pl) 


co WITH COCKATOO 
CL | NAKED S10, $5 (BEAMS MEMBERS) 


ACTUALLY, JAGGER reveals that he has 
no music written down on paper, and 
will be improvising the music he creates 
for his fashion designer on the spot. He 
Says he'll draw inspiration from whatev- 
er the models are doing at the time 

Daredevil moves like this make it 
clear as to where the “Form vs Func- 
tion” title of the show comes from. As 
Jagger points out, something that both 
music and fashion share is that they 
constantly explore the relationship 
between these two characteristics. 

“For example, Elise does [it] 
because she’s a corset maker. She fits 
and adapts and changes cloth and the 
human body to fit into fashion,” he 
says. “You could also [draw] the same 
parallel between Don Ross or Bill 
Damur who fit or shape or reform 
classical music or new music into 
their parameters as well. 

“Sometimes there’s neither (form 
nor function],” he points out. “Some- 
times the function of a piece of music 
is to have nothing in the music—is to 
have silence—like John [Cage's song 
‘4'33'") or whatever. Or sometimes the 
purpose of a garment is to strip away 
the garment, to be so mundane and so 
everyday that it doesn't stand out. 

“There's a lot of juxtapositions in 
life," he remarks. “But it’s interesting to 
break down the little boxes of the artist 
community sometime created within 
Edmonton. And it’s good to bring 
together more diverse artists to experi- 
ment and play with each other." v 
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"JUST ANNOUNCED - TICKETS ‘ON: SALE SATURDAY AT 10 AM 
pe ae 


WITH GUESTS 


HE SAINTE 
ck ATHERINES, 


AUGUST 29 - DINWOODIE LOUNG 


U OF A SUB - DOORS 7:00 PM-AWAGES. =} 
TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATOES,BLACKBYRD, FEM GFREGLOUD. 


Ge ani alle ” { 


»: 


TICKETS ON SALENOW 


face to face 


JUNE 20 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, 
FS (WEM) AND FREECLOUD 


TICKETS ON Seed NOW 
Cae 
da hi 


SEPTEMBER 8 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES: 


LIMITED TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, — seac6) 
FS (WEM), FREECLOUD LBLACKBYRD «= 2053 


aoe n> 


O AVAILABLE ON ticketonaa tna 451-8000 
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. SATURDAY JUNE 7 


AVELVET UNDERGROUND 


MAY 22 - MAY 28, 2008 


Who you gonna call? Charlie ! 


GEN HANDLEY / gen@vueweokly.com 
‘ou can refer to Charlie Size- 
Y mr as a bluegrass singer, a 
guitarist and a ia but not 
as a songwriter. 
oe sige: feels really creer for 


“he says from his home in 
Goodlettsville, Tennessee, a town that 


As TE MAY (8PM) 
= | THE CHARLIE SIZEMORE 
BAND 


ce ‘ 
(| ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, $18 (ADVANCE), $20 
(ODOR), FREE (KIDS UNDER 12 WITH AN ADULT) 


lies just north of Nashville. “I’m a 
complete flop as a songwriter.” 

He tried songwriting when he first 
came to Nashville 17 years ago, but 
Sizemore says he was miserable 
because he was told what to write 
and how to write it. Ever since, he’s 
let the songs grow inside him natural- 
ly and only when they're ready to 


bloom does he write them down. explains slowly, in a classic. south 
"I'll let a song germinate inmy drawl. “I don’t take notes 
head for sometimes a year,” he carry around a pad to writ 


- JUST ADDED * THE FRATELLUS 


VISIT VIRGINFESTIVAL.CA FOR TICKETS & DETAILS 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT SELECT FUTURE SHOP LOCATIONS, FUTURESHOP.CA, TICKETMA STER.CA OR BY PHONE AT 403 


er, the song is fin- 


takes shape on its 
S. “I just try to guide 


ey FR 

But when he does sit down to 

whether it’s with another per- 

son or by himself, Sizemore has a list 

of rules that must be followed. The 

first is he doesn’t go anywhere for the 
of writing. 

“The idea of going somewhere else 
to write,” he pauses to chuckle, “Well, 
1 just could never get used to that.” 

The second rule is Sizemore writes 
what he wants to write and the songs 
can't be forced out of him. 

*when | first came to Nashville, ! 
tried songwriting but what other peo- 
ple wanted was different from what 1 
wanted,” he says. “You know, there is 
such a thing as well-written trash.” 


SIZEMORE HAS BEEN playing music 


since he was six years old when he 
bought a fiddle that he had been sav- 


ing up for since he was four. And 
even though he can live without 
songwriting, he says he can’t live 
without going out on the road and 
playing live. 

"I've never looked at my schedule 
and said, ‘Gosh, I have too many 
dates to play,’ or ‘Shucks, I have to do 
an interview,” he says. “I hate to use 
the word, but it’s a passion.” 

The musician, who also runs a suc- 
cessful legal practice in Goodlettsville, 
says playing on the road is the only 
way to “clear his head.” Ironically, he 
feels awkward in social situations but 
relishes the bond that forms between 
himself and the audience. He admits 
he's also uncomfortable talking about 
himself, but not once is there an awk- 
ward moment during the interview. In 
fact, he talks about himself openly 
and displays true southern hospitality 
right to the very end of the conversa- 
tion. 

“If you're ever in the middle of Ten- 
nessee and you're in a car wreck or 
get arrested, you know who to call, all 
right?" vw 


All in a day’s work for. 
the 40-some performers 
at Hip Hop in the Park 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristins@vueweekly.com 
ocal hip-hop fans are sure to 
know who Touch & Nato, 

adence Weapon and Politic 

Live are, but Hip Hop in the Park, 
which has over 40 Albertan hip-hop 
acts as part of its lineup, is about to 
showcase a slew of under-recognized 
and, perhaps, unknown local talent 
that this province has to offer. 

With the picnic party being only 
eight hours long, most acts will be 
sharing the stage with another per- 
former and allotted 15 minutes or'less 
to showcase their music. 

“I wanted to open it up so that 
everyone who is working on some- 
thing that they consider to be a part of 
hip hop [will] beable to have a 
moment in the sun,” explains event 
organizer Don Welsh. “Instead of 
selecting a select few to perform and 
telling everyone [else], ‘Tough luck, 
better luck next year,’ I wanted to give 
everyone a chance to get in the spot- 
light a little bit.” 


SPREADING THE WORD about local 
artists is one of the goals that Hip Hop 
in the Park hopes to achieve. When 
going to local shows, Welsh notes 
that he tends to see the same faces. 
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“T see a lot of big names in hip hop 
from outside of Edmonton [like Boot 
Camp Clik, Pete Rock or Afrika Bam- 
baataa] and I see tons of people that 
I’ve never seen before,” observes 
Welsh. “They're Edmonton hip-hop 
fans but they don’t know what's going 
on in Edmonton hip hop. You don't 
really see them in any local hip-hop 
events. They just go out to the big ones. 
I think a lot of acts in Edmonton blow 
away a lot of these big name acts.” 

Besides eight hours worth of music, 
Hip Hop in the Park attendees can 
look forward to a barbecue, history 
lessons, games including “Name That 
Tune” and musical chairs, freestyle 
lessons and other activities related to 
hip hop culture. 

*“There’s gonna be something for 
everyone,” says Welsh. “If you don’t 
like rap music, come down for the 
fact that there’s gonna be a party 
going on in the park."w - 
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The End is in sight 


CAROLYN NIXODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 
eing in a band is like being in a 
Bz relationship: you spend 
a lot of time together, you 
“ome to know what to expect and you 
pee with the door open. 

When the End lost a guitarist and 
founding member Andrew Hercules 
\ast fall, it was kind of like losing a 
girlfriend or boyfriend. The guys had 
been together for nine years, after all. 

“It's rough at first,” admits singer 
Aaron Wolff, “but you just move for- 
ward.” 

There were a host of gig commit- 
ments, so the now four-piece from 
Mississauga bravely soldiered on, 
back on the road shortly after the 
announcement. Although, they were 
set to tour with Gwar, and one might 
expect that takes a special kind of 
courage anyway. 

The End had already displayed its 
moxy, though, in releasing 2007's Ele- 
mentary, which took the band’s grind- 
ing mathcore to more melodic heights 
and saw Wolff exploring his range 
beyond the screamo factor. The band 

aught a bit of heat for this, but the 
album also brought on comparisons 
\o diverse bands like Dillinger Escape 
Plan and Tool. 

“We had so many more things that 
we wanted to touch on with our 
music and not be afraid to take 

hances and try new things, not be 
alraid of attempting things because 
ve know what people would think,” 
Volff explains. “So we just said fuck it 
and do it anyways. 

“It sucks if you lose a fan, but if 
the fan can’t listen to the record and 
see the evolution from the last 
record to this one—it sucks, but it 
happens,” he adds. “We couldn't be 
more content with the songs and 
‘he material that we wrote, and it’s 
‘ar more advance and far deeper of 
1 listen than we've ever been able 
‘Oo accomplish thus far.” 

Besides, as any band knows, you 
can't really win. Some fans will deride 
you for reproducing the same sound 
/ver and over, while others will dis- 
Miss you for sounding too different. 

“Somebody's going to be pissed at 
some point,” Wolff says. “If you're 
not pissing people off along the way, 
! guess you're not doing the right 
thing.” 
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WITH ITS HEAVY touring schedule 
over the last year, the band hasn't 
begun to work on its third full-length 
quite yet. The mental percolation has 
started, of course, but not a note has 
been laid down. 

“We don't really write in seg- 
ments,” Wolff explains. “We sit 
down for an extended length of 
time and, like, really submerge our- 
selves in the music and the ideas 
that we're trying to create. We 
don’t do things in segments 
because things get too scattered. 
Once we get home from this tour, 
we'll get into the rehearsal mode 
and the creation mode.” 

The End may or may not bring on 
another guitarist for its next album. 
The guys have talked about it, flirted 
with some prospects, but are keeping 
their options open. vw 
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‘iction reveals truth for 
oheed. and Cambria _ 


f rE / een 
t this point in feers, the members 


A of Coheed and Cambria have probably 
realized that when one door Closes, 
mother one opens. 
When drummer Josh Eppard left the band in 
006, it did not mean the end. It c 
ter all, Coheed and Cambria w 
d unfolding the sci-fi saga 
e fodder for its string of concept 
The band looked to drummer Chris Pennie as a 
eplacement. The timing couldn't have been bet- 
, aS Pennie noticed a door of his own closing. 
lis decade-long stint with Dillinger Escape Plan— 
band he co-founded—was drawing to an end. 
It would be some time, however, before Pen- 
ie was able to become a fully functioning mem- 
of the band. Although he had a helping hand 
planning Coheed’s anal, git Burning 
ae himself 


going to deft 

tualiy pretty , 

by shit. And I'm 
bout anybody because Ve 
hoved on and done their thing.” 

Nobody ever said that walking through that 
n door would be easy, but it seems that Pen- 
© pretty glad that he did. Not only does he 
‘ to hang with a group of guys that he likes 
nd respects, but he also gets to work different 

iJmming chops. 

The musical world is a vast ocean)” he says, 

S great to play something different because | 
ad been playing kind of the same style for 10 
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years in a’band context.” 


WITH COHEED'S LATEST RELEASE—ivo world for 
Tomorrow came out last fall—marking the end of 
what may very well be the only four-album con- 
cept (based on lead singer Claudio Sanchez's 
four-chapter comic The Armory Wars), fans may 
be wondering what other doors may be opening 
for the band. Sanchez has been working on 
another comic series; could Kill Audio become 
the new material for the band’s lyrics? 

Nope. Apparently Sanchez is going George 
Lucas and looking to do some prequel material. 

"There's going to be other little avenues that 


_Claudio’s going to explore on the next record and 


following record. He’s definitely got some 

Bihings in his head,” Pennie explains. “He's 

go back and visit the origins of Coheed 

Be (characters in the series] and kind of 

Bée a little bit in the prequel record.” 

finie admits that before joining the 

: e hadn't read the The Armory Wars, say- 

g that he was drawn into the fold by Coheed's 

style of prog rock, these days he pays attention 
to the things Sanchez is singing about 

"It does matter me, because upon joining the 

band and as a friend of his, there are certain 

things that are feeding the fiction that are based 

on personal stories, personal things that have 

happened in his life, you know," Pennie 

explains. “I'm definitely curious and interested 

to know about that—without really even directly 

asking him.” v 
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Rutledge descends into open spaces 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweokly.com 
I iterary music. It’s alabel that 
conjures up an impression of 
ongs that have some extra 
weight to them, as though they are able 
to say more than can usually be con- 
veyed in just a few verses. In the case 
of Toronto songwriter Justin 
Rutledge, the term is particularly 
appropriate when considering his latest 
album, Man Descending. The record is 
shaped by 10 songs inspired by a col- 
lection of short stories—also titled Man 
Descending—written by Canadian 
author Guy Vanderhaeghe. Rutledge 
went so far as to include a 
quote from the book—“A 
man descending is pro- 
pelled by inertia; the only 
initiative left him is 
whether or not he decides 
to enjoy the passing 
scene’—inside the album 
cover, using the imagery 
of Vanderhaeghe's words 
as a place to leap from 
and tell his own stories. 

“It was inspired by that 
quote that I read that’s on 
the cover of the booklet,” 
Rutledge explains over the 
phone from his Toronto 
home. “I was reading that 
book and that line really 
stood out ... they're not lit- 
erally based on any char- 
acters, but just the ideas 
and the motifs in those 
stories, and that story in 
particular, really resound-. 
ed with the kind of lyrical 
aesthetic that I was going 
for. It was this sense of minimalism and 
space, so lyrically I didn’t really tell sto- 
ries in so much as | wanted to remain in 
the third person and kind of be more of 
an observer than a storyteller. I don’t 
really think that there are many answers 
on the record. The stories that are hap- 
pening within the songs are kind of left 
with little to no closure.” 

It's true that Rutledge offers up few 
tightly wrapped narratives with tidy 
endings, but that’s not to say that the 
lyrics fly randomly through the songs 
No, as easy as it might be to character- 
ize Rutledge’s songs as literary in style, 
it might be better to say that they are 
thoughtful, careful and restrained, but 
with a sense of something deeper—be 
it as simple as loss or hope—just below 
the surface. It's clear that the song- 
writer is dedicated to the writing part 
of the process, giving the words an 
added weight, an importance that at 
least equals the music 

“| do want to kind of imbue that 
sensibility into the music," he admits 
“| don't want to risk getting too heady 
or anything like that, but it’s really the 
only way that I feel comfortable writ- 
ing. | don’t want to risk coming off as 
a literary maniac or whatever, but | do 
regard lyrics and music with a 
tremendous amount of respect. 1 do 
feel that without that, what I'm doing 
would not amount to much.” 


IN A WORLD WHERE actors want to 


sing and singers want to act, it's easy 
to assume that Rutledge might have 
an interest in removing his words 
from musical accompaniment and 


putting his pen to paper for something 
with a few more pages than the lyrics 
to a song take up. The truth, however, 
is that he’s quite happy dedicating 
himself to his song craft and leaving 
the prose to those who feel the same 
passion for novels and short stories as 
Rutledge does for music. 

“To me, writing—and I guess you 
could say this about songwriting—for 
example, writing a novel or short 
story, requires a tremendous amount 
of discipline and patience,” he says 
quietly. “I like working in a four- 
minute context, because I think I 
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would get frustrated with writing— 
I've tried it before and I do get 
tremendously frustrated when I actu- 
ally write a story. I kind of gave up on 
that because it was just too difficult. 1 
don’t understand how someone can 
write 300 pages following some kind 
of linear, chronological, or not 
chronological [path}—it just doesn’t 
compute. I have a tremendous 
amount of respect for those that do, 
but it’s something beyond me.” 

A novel might not be in Rutledge’s 
immediate future, then, but his 
healthy respect for the process of 
writing carries over into an even 
healthier collection of books at home. 
In fact, Rutledge recently made an 
effort at downsizing the collection by 
selling some of the old ones off at a 
garage sale, though he laughs that he 
only managed to get somewhere 
around 20 books off of the shelf. 

“The goal was to get rid of quite a 
few more,” he concedes. “I have trou- 
ble selling anything, even if it’s an 
album or a CD. I'm kind of bad that 
way. I haven't really caught on to the 
digital age yet—well, 1 have, but I need 
something that’s tangible: a book or 
something. A book to me is something 
that kind of represents a period of time. 
You can go along your bookshelf and 
see where you were: ‘Oh, | remember 
reading this book in 2004 when I was 


going through this.’ don’t like <=, 
ing myself from those books 
“I'm kind of glad that I'm ac, 
not a vinyl junkie yet,” he acdc ..., 
chuckle. “My roommate has a j;- : a 
dous amount of records, so | es 
see the value of it, but that \ 
clutter up the place a little too m, 
I get addicted to somethino j 
news.” : 


CLUTTER 1S SOMETHING that ruries, 
made a concentrated effort t 4 
in all facets of Man Descendine , 
ing up the music and letti 


Gefini 


focus onto the }y 
although it would 
mistake to dismis 
music as lightweight. jn 
fact, there are more thay 
Just a few layers { 
sounds here, and the 
Wide-open sparseness 
Serves to draw the listen 
€r deeper into the mus 
Rutledge reling 
much of the cr 
that feel—"I’m not a ven 
great musician”! 
laughs—and hand 
over to his band 
“Vve been playing wit! 
those same guys for quite 
the time now,” he 
"We kind of went in ar 
recorded all the beds in 
two and a half days. It 
was kind of a surprise. | 
didn’t expect to get th 
much—I only had abou 
four songs ready and the others | was 
working on, so the first day we ha 
done those songs and then } had to go 
home and stay up the night anc put 
together more. I had the skeletons o! 
them, but they weren't lyrically (1 
ished. We did the beds and | finished 
up the lyrics afterwards 
“It was kind of an exercise 1n uis<i 
pline,” he continues. “The guys r« lly 
pushed me, which was somethings! 
wasn’t prepared for. | prefer to! 
everything ready—everything } 
was there, I just much prefer to have 
everything there, the lyrics, ane 
to have everything worked out. It ju 
so happened that I could kind ot 
get the music together that time 
As important as preparation ca! 
when heading into the studio, jus 
valuable is the right combinatio! 
musicians and time spent play! g 
together—two things thal Rutle 
and his band have on their sice 
resulting in open lines of communi 
tion between the musicians 
“When you can communicate 
idea and when you know some 
well enough that they can kine © 
understand where you're co" 
from, whether its in music oF Ce 
they can understand that 20 
structure, or abstract ideas, It 6c" 
ly helps if you’re on the right P28" 
with someone,” Rutledge consic« 
before adding with a laugh, “YOU “ 
have to pussyfoot around a! 
They're free to tell me if my ideas @ 
shit or great, I’m the same with the 
but mostly they've got more © 
ideas than bad ones.” ¥ 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


ISOBEL CAMPBELL & MARK LANEGAN 
oe AY DEVIL DIRT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Mark Lanegan has been around the 
block, playing with so many different 
people and bands that it’s hard to keep 
track of them all—Screaming Trees, 
Queens of the Stone Age and the recent 
Gutter Twins duo of him- 
self and Greg Dulli 
among them—and he's 
already dropping anoth- 
er collaboration in Sun- 
day at Devil Dirt, his third 
release as partner to Iso- 
bel Campbell, formerly 
of Belle & Sebastian. 

Any time this duo has 
come up in the past, 
there tends to be some 
mention of the work of Nancy Sinatra 
and Lee Hazelwood, most famous for 
“These Boots Are Made For Walkin’,” 
but that comparison is really not all 
that sound, and certainly not on Sunday 
at Devil Dirt, where a dark atmosphere 
creeps across the songs right from the 
opening number, “Seafaring Song.” 
Lanegan’s deep, booming voice—far 
more nuanced than one might imagine 
it to be—contrasts and counterpoints 
Campbell's more ethereal instrument. 

It's the beauty of the two voices— 
combined with the quiet restraint of 
the music, where acoustic guitars 
combine with electrics and dramatic 
string flourishes for an Ennio Morri- 
cone-like experience—that roots the 
album. On the chorus of “The Raven,” 
Campbell's voice practically soars 
down from above in reaction to Lane- 
gan’s talk-singing “And let the night in 
/ For you were broken.” 

Even when the duo strips the music 
down to a backporch strum for the 
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opening of “Keep Me in Mind Sweet- 
heart,” the combination of Campbell 
and Lanegan’s voice gives the song a 
gentle shove towards the darkness. 
Still, it's the sort of album that begs for 
some time spent one on one, peering 
into that darkness. Do that for a little 
while and your eyes begin to adjust, 
letting in flickers of light—not to men- 
tion a few welcome shades of grey. 

That’s very much true 
of the opening refrain 
on “Trouble,” where the 
two voices mesh as 
they sing, “Trouble, oh, 
trouble / Haven't slept a 
day in years.” Maybe 
that’s true, but the feel- 
ing that the duo gives 
off is that it may not be 
such a bad thing. Sure, 
the two of them work 
the lines for all they’re worth, sounding 
very much worn down and tired, but 
they also manage to sound like they're 
making it in the world. Some of the 
credit goes to the uplifting organ and 
strings that pull the song to its feet, but 
the bulk of it belongs to Campbell and 
Lanegan and the way they can imbue 
the lines with a sense of survival. 


CHRISTA COUTURE 

THE WEDDING SINGER AND 
THE UNDERTAKER 

ONE FOOT TAPPING 


BRYAN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders@vueweekly.com 

Get your hate-mail ready, because I'm 
about to make a confession: I find 
most of the music made by female 
singer-songwriters like Tori Amos or 
Jewel very, very boring. Sure, there are 
a couple of wonderfully dynamic 
artists out there, but for the most part, 
the genre does nothing for me. Howev- 
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- ativity in her creative pro 


er, those of you who like you; < 
songwriters to be cutesy, tedious . 
whiney will love Christa Coutyre 
Wedding Singer and the und. 
Like most albums from this ven 
music Is acoustic, worn-out an, 
mulaic. Further adding to the : 
factor are songs and sone tit 
“Waterfall,” “Cry Baby Cry 
“Sweetheart.” Admittedly, did act 
like the first track, “Sad Stor 
but none of the other songs 
album were nearly as imaginatiy: 
enjoyable. So, while Couture pro 
with that first song that she has ; 
tial, I'm left wondering where th: 


or 


disappears to thereafter 


JEFF HEALEY 
MESS OF BLUES 
STONY PLAIN 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.con 
Shortly before his death back in 
Jeff Healey completed Mess o/ ! 
poignant collection of twang, 
numbers and toe-tapping rock 
pieces. This diversity of song | 
and moods contributes to a well 
anced album. The jewel of this 

is a rousing, upbeat cover of “Ja 
aya,” a number that could inspir 
the slowest-moving alligator to cr 
out of the bayou, find a part 
dance. Additionally, Mess of Blu 
features solid instrumentals; “How 
Can You Get” and “Sitting on Top o/ 
World” both contain length 
which Healey strums his guita 
deliberately and precisely that 4 
can practically feel the string 
berations. Sadly, this is Heal 
album; fortunately, it’s a beautiful 


ISLANDS 
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ANTI 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
More than anything, Arm's Way 
Nick Thorburm’s (aka Diamond) 
tion. Now entirely removed from ! 
mer Unicorns cohorts, Thorburn 
to be leaving behind their pencha 
left-field production as much @ 
snotty punk image, and the resu 
album that hews closer to more 
tional pop—"Creeper” is as | lc 
pure dance number as you « ‘oulc 
ine Thorburn writing—as it expl 
haphazard nature of growing UI 
burn strikes a tone of amd 
towards growing up through 
seems happy to leave his yout ' 
in the fuzzy stomp of “Kids Don' 
Shit,” but “Life in Jail” is a prey 
critique of leaving a life of nothing 
Feel Evil Creeping In” finds some = 
where others would find regret 

ing life's necessary evils with 4 
smile. It would be a shame for Thor 
to go too far down the pop rose 
long as his sinister cynicism foll¢ 
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his life, he'll be a songwriter well 
listening to. 


GROUND OPERATIONS 
RISTIVA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vueweekly.com 


yimmins, Ontario is probably best 
wn for giving us country superstar 
Shania Twain. I regret to say that it will 
ow be known for giving us Valerie 
poxleitner (aka Lights) whose bub- 
blegum pop sounds like it was written 
and performed by a 12-year-old rather 
than by a college-aged girl. Despite a 
couple of neat and similar-sounding 
jntros (such as those found in “Ice” and 
»pebruary Air’), Lights can’t quite pull 
ff sticky sweet pop the way Robyn 
can. Pop music made independently 
tends to mislead people into thinking 
at it will be far superior than, say, the 
ind of overdone pop Hilary Duff or 
avril Lavigne put out. That's not the 
case here. I'd listen to Duff or Lavigne 
ever Lights any day. 


THE 
MA 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@veeweekly.com 
‘Considering that the band was born 
within the U of A’s Math department, 
ne might be forgiven for thinking that 
the Martingales might in fact play, well, 
ath rock. Throw on the band’s self- 
tled debut, though, and what jumps 
ul is the moodiness of the trio’s music: 
anitoba” epens the album up sound- 
2 very much like the soundtrack to a 
aghetti western that took a wrong 
somewhere down south and land- 
up in Canada; “Time Travel Song” 
ws a spooky vibe about it—sort of like 
Neil Young had used Crazy Horse as 
band on one of his Harvest albums; 
id “The Sleepwalker" is a dark and 
lomping acoustic strummer, with 
ums rattling off like shots in the dark. 


Martingales will be releasing the 
i! Three Bananas Café on Fri, May 
30pm). The show is free. 


t 


HY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
“re used to seeing staggering guest 
ent on solo-ish albums coming out of 
“ronto, and scene veteran Bill Priddle 
© \reble charger) has made no excep- 
with his debut as the Priddle Con- 
™m. Broken Social Scene and Stars are 
oth well represented across the-13 
Scks that make up My Name is Buddy 
NOW Canadian!), with members like 
rendan Canning, Evan Cranley and 
ny Milan filling out instrumentation 
nd vocals, Priddle’s record is unusual 
the sense that his production guest 
* ‘Ss equally strong on big-guns— 
“wie Beck, Andy Magoffin and Dave 
“uleld all lent ears and boards. Per- 
4Ps that’s why My Name is Buddy 
‘nds like a roosty Emerson Lake & 
“mer, jagged and melodic, cut-up 
‘Perimentation merged with classic 
«. For all that production power, 
‘dle's sparer and more straightfor- 
“0 Songs are his most successful. 


Absence makes the Taga PRESENT: s¢BRENTOLIVER 
wallet grow fatter 


i=) a record of note in over 15 years. 

~” OR Likewise, the New York Dolls were 
= | STEVEN SANDOR through Canada a couple of months 
= steven@vueweekly.com back, playing to large venues; the funny 


thing is, through a series of documen- 

taries, books and critics’ reminisces of 
If you're ever in a band thathas ahip- _ the ‘70s New York punk scene, there 
ster cache, follow this advice. Put outa are legions of young music fans who 
couple of critically acclaimed records _ think that the New York Dolls were 
while you tour the club circuit in a crap- actually popular back in the days of 
py van. Then, break up and disappear. —_punk’s birth, and playing the same type 
Then, if your acclaimed records are still of venues now that they did back then, 
making rounds in the indie shops or _No, the New York Dolls of the 70s, the 
making it onto iTunes playlists adecade © same as the Ramones and Television 
later, reform. And then do a and the Talking Heads, were lucky to 


stadium/arena tour. And cash in. play to a couple of hundred people at 
Seriously. the time. They are also taking advan- 
This past week, | gota Facebook _ tage of the hip reunion trend. 

iLike notice from My Bloody Valentine, Edmonton, back in 2004, saw the 


with the band announcing its North _Pixies play a reunion show at what 
American tour dates, including a was Red's. Even those on the quest 


Canadian date at Toronto's Ricoh Coli- _list had to pay for their tickets; all 
seum, which would be comparable in they were quaranteed was a chance =v 
size to the AgriCom. at tickets. It was rammed. But, on the , Bu: 


Yes, we are living in an era when —Doolittle tour, would they have been ive 
the critics’-darling acts of the ‘70s, _ able to play Red's? No way. Not near- 
‘80s and “90s are reforming, playing —_ly enough interest. SATURDAY 
on their hipster caches to draw It's fascinating to watch influential Vie THRATTHEDOOR VosSy szAVE\UeSTAIRS) BR om 
crowds that they would never have _ bands break up and then come back to CBRENTOLIVER WME yt 
dreamed of drawing in their heydays. claim popularity. | guess breaking up 
In the case of MBV, the band knows _ and taking a decade off, for a band, is 
that hipsters have never let go of the about the same as a painter dying. 
Loveless album; it is continually trot- | think we should all hold out for 


ted out for critics’ best-of lists. But, the members of Pavement to kiss and SAT MAY 31 DAN MANGAN 
when the band was touring to support ~— make up. If MBV can sell out arenas, Ar Tir suganooWwL 


Loveless, it was playing to small ven- © Pavement could sell out giant football ttiOmiNw LOv EEL. & GUESTS 


ues of less than 1000 people per _ stadiums, right? w FILE UNDER MUSIC ARTISTS FROM VANCOUVER + NO COVER + 9:30 START 
show. But, this reunion tour sees them 


playing in venues that are exponen- = Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 


tially larger—and selling them out, chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor MON JUNE 2 CPC GANGBANGS 
even though the band hasn't released 


and author living in Toronto SWAMI ARTISTS FROM MONTREAL * WITH GUESTS SECRET FIRES 


TD CONSTANTINES 


mYyYSPACE.CGM/JCLCONCERTS 


— KING'S X AT STANLITE ROOM 
= QUICK SPINS Sir MN WITH GUESTS LADYHAWXE 
= i} 
=H | quickspins@vueweekly.com It's enough to make 
crm OXI THE COWBOY JUNKIES 
— THE TRINITY SESSION: 20TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR FJ 
JAMIE'S ELSEWHERE 
SEY GUIDEBOGK FOR SINNERS TURNED 
AIDED YOcoMpANT eT SAM D> HEY ROSETTA © 
ol a THE coast VU 
Occasionally Yeah ... | scream, you et With 4 
H ir, but most We all scream so stupid kids 
Ae kecpetiemali eked Will buy our album MON JUNE 20 JOSE CONZ ALEZ & 
Sai A ON 11 SHULER JANSEN al 
LAROO RECORDS INDEPENDENT MUTE ARTIST FROM SWEDEN * SASKATOON = > 
DBR tines faz Alt taledup, THE CANADIAN LO-FI LEGENDS RETURN... |e 
Hi ! df Start out Simon, then take it wv 
WhitslarEuOMLE IntheGarunkl TP ERIC’S TRIP 2 
OG DAY & GUESTS 
i iy 2 OO ae oO 
Pes es wrote Sweet-ass Sa and THU JULY 24 LOS STRAIGHTJACKETS cal 
areata? op pmecr ie, nae QUEST VOCALIST BIG SANDY». THE INGNITERS [ge 
Seen ae een eae ui 
TFA ea a SUN UM 27 olde ag & 
SONY/BME 
d Double-kick poundage ky 
Singinn aiiareatibe To the kidneys will make you NDEGEOC — TREE 8 
‘N nutsacks ‘n shit Piss blood—and like it 


wey 6] 
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WWW.MYSPACE.COM/REDRAM11 


HAIR OF THE DOG 


No COVER ACOUSTIC EVERY 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON FROM 4-6 PM. 
Happy Hour DRINK PRICES 2 TO 7PM! 


wit ASTROLOGY 


AOB BREZSNY 
freewill@vueweekly.com 


ZODIAC 


ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 18) 

After working for years in various jobs at 
San Francisco TV station KTVU, Frank 
Sommerville was promoted to the top of 
the heap—lead anchorman of the 10 
o'clock news program. He promised that 
his new power wouldn't make him lazy or 
complacent. “Nobody will out-curious 
me,” he bragged. | hope you will adopt 
the same motto for the foreseeable 
future, Aries. Your world needs you to be 
intensely inquisitive about what's tran- 
spiring. Uncoincidentally, asking lots of 
smart questions (and even some dumb 
ones) will also be the best possible thing 
you can do for your mental health 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 


“The Irish don’t know what they want and 
are prepared to fight for it,” said British 
attorney Sidney Littlewood. | don’t endorse 
that assertion, since it's an offensive ethnic 
stereotype, but | do want to borrow it to 
create a cautionary message for you 
Please make sure that in the upcoming 
weeks no one can say to you, “You don't 
know what you want and yet you are pre- 
pared to fight for it.” | definitely hope you 
aggressively champion an idea you believe 
in or a dream you care about, but you 
should get clearer about what exactly it is 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Giuseppe Rebaudi and Silvie Basain start- 
ed dating in 1952. This year they finally 
decided to take the next step. After a 56- 


year courtship, the 101-year-old Italian 
man wed his 98-year-old girlfriend. | pre- 
dict that a comparable event will bless 
your love life in the second half of 2008, 
Gemini. Some romantic development that 
has been in the works for a long time will 
finally ripen into its full expression 
Expect news about this soon. 


CANCER (JUN 21 -JUL 22) 


If you're normal, you periodically feel lit- 
tle surges of anger that you don't express 
Over time they may accumulate into a 
mass of blind rage that can hurt innocent 
bystanders, damage your relationships, 
and tempt you to punch holes in walls. Is 
there a way to keep this from happening? 
Yes, there is: it's my patented Laughing 
Tantrum Release Therapy, a five-minute 
ritual that you perform once a week in a 
private place with no witnesses. For four 
minutes, you fume, seethe, curse, and 
yell. For the final 60 seconds, you compel 
yourself to laugh uncontrollably. This 
week would be an excellent time to start 
integrating Laughing Tantrum Release 
Therapy into your routine 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

Guerrilla gardening is my favourite kind of 
prank: a benevolent one. The practitioners 
of this growing global movement are fertili- 
ty agitators who sneak onto unused fields 
under cover of broad daylight, often in 
urban landscapes, and cultivate flowers, 
herbs and food crops. In accordance with 
the astrological omens, | recommend that 
you experiment with a metaphorically simi- 
lar project in the upcoming weeks. Without 
necesSarily seeking permission or expecting 
appreciation, cultivate beauty and value in 
a place that’s neglected or going to waste 


7007 EDMONTON 
MUSICIAN'S 
DIRECTORY 


dee the most 
comprehensive 
isting of 
EDMONTON 
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Check it out at 
VueWeekly.com 


Plus! Submit your 


listing today! 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 


“Dear Star-Reader Brezsny: You are the 
only wizard who can save me. | have a bad 
job—just $72 000 a year—plus a lover 
who's not all that cute and a home that's 
not worth as much as it used to be. My 
health is good but | hate my nose and ass 
Can't afford a BMW or a vacation to 
Spain. My world is unraveling! Hope is 
fading! Please tell me what to do! —Virgo 
on the Verge.” Dear On the Verge: | sug- 
gest that you temporarily suspend your 
strident yearning. This is one time when 
it's important to cultivate more apprecia- 
tion for what you actually have. | urge you 
and all Virgos to turn your attention away 
from what you think you lack, and devote 
your psychic energy to loving what is 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 


Even if you're not sick, you need some 
medicine. What kind of medicine? The 
kind that can transform what's pretty 
good about your life into something that's 
really great; the kind that will super-ani- 
mate your merely average efforts and 
blast you free of any lackadaisical atti- 
tudes you've come to accept as reason- 
able. This medicine won't come in the 
form of a pill or a potion, but rather will 
be produced by your own body if and 
when you slip away from your comfort 
zone and go out to play in the frontier. Be 
your own doctor, Libra. Break your own 
trance. Crack your own code. Escape your 
own mind games 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

Your life in the coming weeks may resem- 
ble a dream of sailing deep beneath the 
waves in a yellow submarine where a 
nonstop party is going on. It'll be as if 
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EVENTS 


EVENTS 
WEEKLY 


LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


AISH NETWORK General Hospital Auditorium, 


11111 Jasper Ave ® Benefits, Opportunities and 
Advocacy Available to AISH Recipients, information 


seminar featuring speakers are from Bayle Street Co- 


op, CMHA, Bissell Centre and more * May 30, June 
13 (1-4pm) © $10. (for both sessions) at TIX on the 
Square 


ALBERTA SOCIETY OF ARTISTS—EILEEN 
RAUCHER-SUTTON pene A. Milner Library 
Theatre (downstairs) 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq # 
Thu, May 29 (7pm) * Free public lecture 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL EDMONTON Knox 
MetropolitanChurch Hall, 8307-109 St * Myanmar 
and the right to food, meeting on the situation in 
iannactscrria} following cyclone Nargis * Tue, 
May 27 (7:30pm) 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS Mactwan's Centre 
for the Arts (497-4303) * For musicians of all levels to 
play a variety of music © Tue or Wed (7°30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert * For 
adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families 
Meet every Mon including holidays (7:30pm) 


BIG STORY Westin Hotel, www.caj.ca (613-626- 
8061) * The Canadian Association of Journalists © 
Conference and awards gala * May 23-25 


BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS WEEK Westin Hotel 
(479-1757) © Kick-Off Breakfast © Fri, May 23 (7- 
8:30am) * $40 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205- 
101 St (479-1999) © Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) * 
Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7- 
Spm), Tue (5-7pm) # Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) * 
Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed 
(6-8pm) * C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-Spm) * Hip- 
Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) ® Cree Class: Thu E- 
Bpm) © Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe 


you're plowing through deep, heavy, 
murky waters inside a brightly-lit high- 
tech vessel that is controlled by slightly 
chaotic connoisseurs of fun. You may feel 
a bit claustrophobic, but that could 
encourage your imagination to run wild, 
which will be a good thing as long as you 
don't believe everything it tells you. In 
conclusion, Scorpio, get ready for enter- 
taining adventures that will range from 
being a bit creepy to totally delicious. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

During America’s first war on Iraq in 
1991, | prophesied that one day there'd 
be a Disneyland in Baghdad. It was a sur- 
realistically sardonic send-up of my 
native country’s imperialism. But now, 17 
years later, my absurd prediction is com- 
ing true. The same American company 
that designed the original Disneyland has 
announced plans to build the Baghdad 
Zoo and Entertainment Experience. If 
workers survive bombing, looting and 
sniper fire, the first part of the 50-acre 
amusement park will open this year. 
While | question whether building a mon- 
ument to fun is a good idea in an actual 
war zone, it's an excellent metaphor for 
you to apply to your personal life. Even if 
you can’t extinguish a certain conflict that 
has been raging, try to introduce a spirit 
of play into the proceedings. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

I'm issuing a too-much-of-a-good-thing 
warning. Soaking up too much pleasure 
could dilute the value of your bliss. 
Expressing too much personal power 
could scare away valuable allies who are 
competent but not entirely confident. 
Pushing too hard on behalf of your cre- 


Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri ey. 
(itam-1Zpm) © Tobacco Reduction, oa"? 
*® Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) — 
CLUB DU SOLEIL ttallian-c. Se 
Centre, 9111-110 Ave (988-4144) oso" Or 
West coast swing lessons (8-Spm); Dane. 
$8 (member)/$13 (guest) * 


COMMUNITY ACTION DASH ; 
Park, woww.a4he.ca ® Action torte C20 


Communities 10km run/Skm Walk startic 
Giovanni Caboto Park * Sun, rat 4 
$15/free (child 12 and under} =| 


COOL CITIES AND THE DREAM nEBo; 
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE S21, = 
8331-104 St © Sierra Club Prairie presei 
Stephen Hazell and Lindsay Telfer * Ma 
Email jessicaw@sierraclub.ca for info 


DYNAMICS OF HIV/AIDS HIV Edrmontoy 
Jasper Ave, www.hivedmonton.com (499.5 
Learn about HIV/AIDS, harm reduction 
viral replication cycle, treatment side eff: 
local/global issues, determinants of healthy 
rights * June 12-13 © Free, pre-register by 


FREE YOGA Lululemon Athletica Kin 
entrance 2 (471-1200) © All levels welec 
styles each week, mats provided © Eve, 


HIGHLANDS STREET FESTIVAL 112 
St (477-2422) © Outdoor Street Fest 
artists, crafters, designers, farmers, 
ee musicians and performers 
‘10am-5Spm) 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB | 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave (469-9776 
6224/962-6561) © Informative, enter 0 pre 
tions, speakers, workshops, outings ® 2nd and 4 
Thu each month (8pm); Sept-May 


MEDITATION © Gaden Semten Ling Tibota 
Buddhist Meditation Society. 1140°-101 6. 
Www.gadensamtenling.org (479-0014) by Kushol 
Lobsang Dhamehoe; beginner Tue (7pm); interme 
Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (11am-ipm) * Brahma 
Komarts World Spiritual Organization, 203 
10132-105 St (425-1050) www. bkwsu.org; Raja Youa 
Meditation * Meditation and Buddhist practices 
10502-70 Ave, www.karmatashiling.ca 5 
with Tibetan tradition Lama Ani Kunsang 
welcome, instruction available: free: W 


MEL HURTIG Old Timer's Cabin, 99 St (780-42 
4500) # Hurtig will discuss his new book, 77 
About Canada: Some Important, Some Ast 
and Some Truly Appalling Things All C 
Should Know About Their Country. ( 
discussion throughout the evening * Thu 
(7-10pm) © Free 


NABIS’ (NORTHERN ALBERTA BRAIN INJURY 
SOCIETY) Westin Hotel (780-479 175/) in 
Injury Awareness Week, kick-off breakfast featurir 


DEAS 


ative pragmatism could subtly undermint 
the labour of love you've worked so hard 
on. Therefore, Capricorn, please 
my invitation to enjoy a period of res 
assimilation. You can return !a 
another round of pure intensity 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Studies show that at least half the poy 
tion would give up sex for a few mont’ 
they'd be rewarded for their abs! 
with a free 60-inch plasma TV. But 
offered a deal like that anytime 
Aquarius, | suggest you reject it. Accor! 
to my analysis of the omens, it w'! 

cial to your mental, physical anc s) 
health to have regular erotic € 
during the coming weeks. If you don ‘ 
a partner, have fun with your inv 
muse, the angel in your dreams, ‘ 
personal version of God or Goddes 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

A professional dominatrix ! know say 
many of her clients are men whose | 
give them excessive authority over ‘ 
people. When she's bossing around ; 
honchos, she sees herself as an age" 
karmic correction, counteracting 2 02 
ous lopsidedness in their psyches. ! 

this up, Pisces, because you're in a 
when you should rectify any imbale 
power that exists in your own spre’ 
you're a swaggering alpha male of '" 
put in a stint as a humble servant ityo 
normally a timid soul, flex your w' pow 
with feisty abandon. If you're ne!" 
control freak nor a doormat—an0 : 
have no karma to balance—spend 9u2 
time meditating on how to gain 
power over the wild ebbs and flows 
your imagination. w 


phase 


Norquest , Rm 6 5 
3 2498-4098); every' pm) 


Liberate of Kin 
yd, 8525-101 St, North door (’ 866-824-9764) 


huoport meet 
bids * Ist 


tor TS adults and parents of 
| every month until June (7pm) 


IN BLACK In front of the Old 
7 i Farmers’ ae ‘Silent vigi! the 


nai 31d Sat (10-11am) 


month, stand in 


e for a world without violenc 


McDougall United 


ENS LUNCHEON 
ech, 10025-1087 St (428-1818) © Women in 


ftics-Issues and Inspi 
Biekeman © Sat, N 


+ ation t 
‘cal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; 


‘ua 


(8-Spm), 


‘Sereational (8-10pm); 


rleybal 


=! Thu 

=, “ciate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * 

. satha), Free Lion's Breath Yoga: every Sun 
; yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-1056 St 
ponies ee 


vedmlivi 
dml 


peopled ia ev ‘peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HiV- 
AIDS ion, treatment and harm reduction 
in French, English and other African languages * 
3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) every month * nee 
{member)/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

Www. geocities.com/makingwaves_edme* 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged ta aed, 
Socializing practices * Every Tue, Thu 
PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support 
meeting for parents, families and friends of les- 
bian, Bey, bisexual and transgendered people * 
ist Tue yerheyary month * Information phone 
Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or 
edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
www. pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) « 
Open fue-Fri Ipm-10pm, Sat 12-6:30pm * LGBT 
Seniors Drop-in: Social time for seniors of all gen- 
ders to get coat with tea and snacks; every 
Thu and Tue (1-4:30pm) * CA; Meet every Thu 
{7pm) ® Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun 
every month (10:30am-12:30pm) * Youth Movie 
Night: Fri (6pm) © Suit Up and Show Up: AA big 
book study group; every Sat yee * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth (up to 25 years) sup- 
port and social group; every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail 
yuy@shaw.ca * Trans Education/Support Group: A 
place to come and be yourself. Support and edu- 
cation for Transsexual, Transgendered, Intersexed, 
Two-Spirited and questioning individuals at any 
peat in transition; 1st and 3rd Sun every mont! 
2-4pm); www.albertatrans.org * Men Talking 
with Pride: Men’s social and discussion group 
facilitated by Rob Wells, 
robwells780@hotmail.com; every Sun (7pm) ¢ HIV 
ah Group; 2nd Mon every month (7pm) ¢ 

TiO Alliance; support meeting, Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning. Education, 
Advocacy and Support for Men, Women and 
Youth; 2nd Tue every month (7:30pm) * PFLAG: A 
Support and resource group for parents and 
friends of GLBT individuals; 1st Tue every month 
an) ® Youth Theatre Project: Youth-led group 
addresses homophobia through theatre and a 
video project; every Wed (7pm), Email 
Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org * YouthSpace: 
A sate and fun drop-in for LGBTO youth (up to 25); 
Tue-Sat (3-7pm) 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St (482-1587) www.rwuc.org * Soul 

_ OUTing: an LGBT-focused alternative worship * 
3rd Sun every month vay worship Sun 
(10:30am); people of all sexual orientations wel- 
come. A LGBT monthly book club and a bi-monthly 
film night. Call for more info oF email jraven- 

InwUC.O1g 


‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave 
(436-1555) © People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome * Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Patrick ® Sat-Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


EDMONTON RUSSIAN ARTS FESTIVAL St. 
John's Cultural Centre, 10611-110 Ave (240-9262) 
© Russian music, art exhibition, folk dances, sou- 
yenirs, Russian language CD/DVDs, traditional 
Russian desserts * May 25(1-5pm) * $10 
{adult)/S5 (student/senior) (door) 


~ EAERY LIFE MATTERS, SIYAWELA Coast 

Terrace Plaza Hotel, 10155-105 St * South 

African Wine Tasting Celebration and Silent 
Auction; a fundraising benefit for South African 
orphans of HIV/AIDS # Sat, May 31 (7:30- 
10:30pm) © $55 (incl. wine, hors d'oeuvres and 
entertainment) at TIX on the Square ~ 


FORM VS FUNCTION Naked Cyber, 10354 
Jasper Ave * "spring concert with fashion 
show featuring Reinhard von Berg, Don Ross, 
Gene Kosowan, Philip Jagger, Morse Cade, John 
Armstrong, GlamBam. Gary Lee, Bill Damur, fash- 
ions by Morse Code Sweet Carousel GlamBam; 
closing set Cockatoo » $5 (BEAMS member)/$10 
(non-member) Sat, May 24 (7pm) 


INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL 
Arden Theatre and other locations, St. Albert, 
wwwichildfest.ca ¢ Celebrating performing, liter- 
ary and visual arts for children * May 27-31 * 
_Main Stage: $10 (adult)/$8.50 (child)/S2 (site 
activity tickets) at the Arden box office 459-1542, 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


MOVIE NIGHT FUNDRAISER Edmonton 
Ukrainian Centre, 11018-97 St * Showing of two 
documentaries How. Cuba Survived the Peak Oil 

Crisis, followed by Fidel: The Untold Story. 
Fundraiser = My oe a at ay 
Brigade * Fri, pm} * Admission f 
donation, proceeds to the Canadian desk of the 
Cuban Institute of Friendship with the Peoples 
{ICAP}, to be used by the Che Guevara Volunteer 
Work Brigade * information at 
kat.carmichael@gmail.com 
RELAY FOR LIFE Foote Field, U of A(780-455- 

" 7181) » Canadian Cancer Society (CCS), 12-hour, 


‘overnight, non-competitive event that involves 
teams of ten who take tums walki i 
around a track © May 24 Sha 


ST. 'KINSMEN RAINMAKER RODEO 
And ETON © www.rainmakerab.ca © 


a aw 
SPREEPARK TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave 
* A dramatic musical installation, a collaboration 
between local artists, actors, dancers, designers 
and musicians. Different bands will perform each 
pig at ifn their ae * 

all three nights) at TIX on the Square * 
May 22-24 ‘aopm| = 


KARAOKE 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert (418- 
6332) © Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 

BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental inn, 
Stony Plain Rd (484-7751) ¢ Wed (8pm-12am); 
Thu, Fri, Sat (:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St * Tue 
{9pm-1am); with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Ad 
© Tue (9pm) with Sonia/Prosound 

COOK COUNTY Road to Big Valley Jamboree 
Karaoke contest avery Fri until the final on June 
27; 8-10pm 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ad 
(472-7696) * Thu (10:30pm) « Wed: Name that 
Tune 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Sat (9pm-lam) 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Tue/Wed 
(Spm-1:30am): Gord's Bast Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Fri, 
Sat (Bpm-midnight); Hot Karaoke Productions 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St.(452-1168) » 
Fri: Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) + 
Thu, hosted by Gordo; Fri/Sat: hosted by Jolly 
Greg Giant (9:30pm-2am) 

JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 pay Plain Rd 
(489-1906) * Mon (Spm-1am): Karaoke 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461- 
0587) © Fri/Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live 
Singing Show 

LAMONT HOTEL © Last Fri every month (10pm- 
2am): with ProSound Productions 

UIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 
Gateway Blvd (431-5815) * Sun (8pm): With 
Evolution Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri 
(5pm-tate): with Chris 

MOJO'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
(998-7888) © Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 


_ Productions 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) « 
Thu, Fri, Sat: sound and songs with great hosts 


a te PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * 
iu 


hl HOTEL 15025-111 Ave * Sun (3- 
pm 

NIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0606) * Tue, Thu 
(7pm-12am): with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (465- 
4834) © Thu (8pm): Terra with Mr. Entertainment 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * 
Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment Wed (9:30pm) Name That Tune * 
Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks with Cuban salsa DJ 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed, 
Thu, Sun (9:30pm-Zam); with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 
$t (988-5457) « Sat (9pm): hosted by Jenny Joy 
ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, St 
Albert (458-5571) « Karaoke Tue (9pm-lam), TLC 
Entertainment 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest 
running Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604- 
101 St (423-3499) # Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): 
with Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482- 
1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475- 
80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 
99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat {Spin-lam): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

ST. MICHAEL HOTEL « 1st Fri each month 
(Spm: tam): ‘with PreSound Productions 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 1650 WEM * Karaoke 
Industry Night Sundays: Terra with Mr. 
Entertainment; 9pm-Zam * Rock Band Mondays: 
Terra with Mr. Entertainment, play for fun, all 
skill levels; 8pm start 

SILVER MARTINI 10669-156 St * Every 2nd Sat 
{8pm-1am): with ProSound 

THORSBY HOTEL Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): with 
ProSound Productions 

TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Rd * Thu (7:30- 
11:30pm}: with ProSound Productions 

WILLY'S PUB 990 Lakeland Village, Sherwood Pk 
© Every 2nd Sat (930pm-1a0am) 
X-WRECKS LOUNGE 9303-50 St * Wad (7:30- 
11:30pm): with Sonia/Prosaund 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert 
(459-0295) « Thu (9:30pm-Zam). with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


Perez, Ellen and homophobia 
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QUEERMONTON 


TAMARA GORZALKA 
tam@vueweekly.com 


A couple weeks ago the summer camp | 
volunteer for hit the big time. Well the 
blog big time, anyway; we were fea 
tured on Perez Hilton's website. 

For those that don’t know who he is 
(lucky you), Hilton is one of those inter- 
esting new personalities known as a 
celebrity blogger. The openly gay Hilton 
doesn’t do all that much writing on his 
site: his posts are generally relegated to 
scrawling juvenile disses on paparazzi 
photos and insulting stars. He's known 
both for his large list of celebrity pals 
and his propensity for outing stars. 

At some point Hilton decided to pur- 
sue some philanthropic endeavours on 
occasion and started posting about 
organizations that he believes should be 
supported. Camp fYrefly, Canada's 
largest leadership retreat for queer 
youth, somehow found its way to one of 
those spots. And the response from 
readers wasn't exactly pleasant. 

Some wondered why a camp like fYre- 
fly exists; shouldn't queers not ghettoize 
themselves? A perfectly good suggestion 
except for the part where most main- 
stream camps don’t accept gays or pro- 
vide a safe atmosphere for queer youth. 
And nobody asks band camp kids why 
they're segregating themselves. 

Commentators on his blog called par- 
ticipants “pole smokers,” “carpet 
munchers,” suggested putting them “in 
crates” and the old standby, “AIDS kills 
fags dead.” Johnny Rocko asks, “Can | 
send a hit squad instead of money?” 

After all the angry, hurtful and 
depressing posts from all the gay-bash- 
ers, a few past participants and support 
ers started leaving their messages of 
support, but there was no arguing with 
the homophobes, most of whom proba- 
bly never returned to the page after 
leaving their hateful remarks. It’s hard to 
imagine why so many homophobes 
would even visit Hilton's site, but maybe 
it’s as simple as a reply left by Kati: “I'm 
here for the gossip! Stop with your 
f**king worthwhile causes.” 

This disconcerting shout-out turned 
out to be the first in a string of homopho- 
bic encounters | was privileged enough to 
come across in the last couple weeks. | 
say privileged only with half sarcasm, 
since up until now homophobes and | 
haven't spent a lot of time butting heads 
Sometimes the dose of reality is neces- 
sary to put things into perspective. 


I'VE SEEN a Jot of different doctors and 
I've never had a problem before. | like to 
think that | was lucky enough to get 
accepting physicians but, to be honest, 
most of them probably just didn’t know. 
As much as | feel like a walking Big Ol’ 
Dyke billboard, other people’s clueless- 
ness is always surprising. 

| already wasn’t liking this new doctor 
since he wasn't empathetic and was defi- 
nitely uninterested. My sexuality didn’t 
come up until the prospect of a medica- 
tion causing complications with pregnan- 
cy. He asked if | had a boyfriend and | said 
{had a partner. He prescribed a pill to take 
to avoid pregnancy problems. | told him | 
don't sleep with men. He asked, “Is some- 
thing wrong?” as though all women 


should be busying themselves with jump- 
ing on any dude around. When | blurted 
out in the most simple terms possible that 
my partner was a woman, that | was 
interested in women and that pregnancy 
was not going to happen, he paused for a 
great while then hit me with, “Did some- 
thing bad happen to you when you were 
young to make you that way?” 

Trauma leading to me liking girls? 
Well, the first was named Gabrielle and 
aside from her lover Xena’s untimely 
death, there wasn't much trauma 
involved, just a lot of campy violence and 
lesbian subtext. The second, as my mom 
so kindly pointed out later, was Faith in 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, again with 
copious amounts of violence and subtext. 
Nice try though, Doc, next time you might 
want to take a shot at diagnosing my ill- 
ness instead of playing Dr Laura 

The frightening thing was how vulnera- 
ble | felt. A physician has you at your most 
vulnerable and it’s hard not to wonder if 
their care can be delivered on a sliding 
scale. | know I've seen it at restaurants 
and clothing stores with slightly less 
engaged service. But the difference with 
doctors and people who work in retail is 
that if they can't be bothered to find a 
shirt in my size, it'll have slightly less 
impact on my overall quality of life 

The next day | landed on the business 
end of a co-worker's sudden homophobic 
tirade about her horror at hearing about 
my relationship when | made the appar- 
ently insulting suggestion of comparing 
it to hers. Lesson learned 

The International Day Against Homo 
phobia is held on May 17, to commemo 
rate the date that homosexuality was 
removed from the World Health Orgeni- 
zation’s International Classification of 
Diseases just 18 years ago. | guess my 
way of marking this year was to get a 
reminder of why these sorts of projects 
are still so necessary 

The International Lesbian and Gay 
Association (ilga.org) has published an 
easy to read and thoroughly terrifying 
map of state-sponsored homophobia 
around the globe. Their report states 
that 86 countries jail people engaging in 
gay or lesbian activity, with punishments 
as severe as the death penalty in seven 

The map also includes marriage and 
domestic partnership rights as well as 
protection legislation. It's hard to look at 
the large pink areas that denote coun- 
tries which still punish homosexual acts 
with the death penalty. 

Same-sex nuptials could start happen- 
ing in California in as early as three 
weeks from now after the California 
Supreme Court declared that homosexu- 
als have the right to marry. The moderate- 
ly conservative court likened the issue to 
interracial marriages and said there was 
no justifiable reason why the state should 
bar gay marriage 

Ellen Degeneres announced on her talk 
show last Friday that because it is now 
legal, she and partner Portia de Rossi are 
planning to wed. Mundane, daily updates 
on the planning of the ceremony will 
surely be shown each episode, and as 
boring as | might find them, the gay wed- 
ding of one of television's biggest person- 
alities could do more for gay acceptance 
than a thousand court decisions. Abolish- 
ing homophobia could lie with the likes of 
the Ellens and Perezs of the world. And 
that’s a scary thought. w 
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DATING 


Eight Minute Date- Speed Dating for Singles: Wed 
May 28 at The Gallery Bar 18-27, 78-40 & 44- 
~ 56. Register by calling 457-8535 or on line at 
_ Wewweightminutedate.ca 


On-Camera Acting Intensive 
Calgary June 9-20, limited seats 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Edmonton's newest live music venue looking for all 
positions: door to bar manager. Exp. preferred. Email 
resumes to; derekpraug| aw.ca 


Looking for fan, outgoing, challenge driven to work 
for a great boss in a fun, competitive work environ- 
ment this summer. Make $14-$25 per hour and get 

paid what you're worth. Full time! We paint houses, 

businesses and everything in between. Email nkawul- 
ka@gmail.com 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Arbour Restaurant in Rutherford House seeks Sunday 
Cook for our busy teahouse on campus. Restaurant 
experience asset, will train. Call 422-2697 or email 

arbourrestaurant@rutherfordhouse.ca 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-057! 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 


anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


‘STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


MOVIE POSTER SHO 
Ae Cea OM CoO 
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LOST PETS 


Lost. Piper, green Mini Macaw, Castledowns. 
Plucked chest from stressful previous home. 
Please talk to him; “Cracker, Piper?” “Toast?” 
LARGE REWARD. Kim 452-1744, 233-0497. 


SPACE FOR RENT 


Commercial space for rent. Character bldg. 
9523 - Jasper Ave. 1000/mo ut. incl. 
Perfect for tatooing, screen printing, 

photography massage- type business. 
ichelle 907-1405 


MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


TOA PA, 300 watt, 6 channel E.0., Reverb, Comp. c/w 
3 way ported 15" Yamaha Cabinets suitable for 
garage bands, community halls, DJs. $1200 963-4984 


aise piano suitable for conversion to bar, CD rack, 
ish tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


Drum teacher with 
Studio seeks students for private lessons 
Call Jared at 719-5077 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


WORKSHOPS 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK Theatre workshops for 
adults and teens. July 2008. 422-8162 / 
www.theatrealberta.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*PREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREEoFREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words PREE. Ads 
more than 20 words are subject to regular price or crue! 
editing. Free ads will run for four weeks. if you want to 
renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or drop 
it off. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Mostly Water Theatre accepting submissions for 
Metro Digital Shorts. Submissions must be a maximum 
of 5 mins, to be shown on June 14, Spm at Metro 
Cinema. Submit deadtine is June 4 For more infor- 
mation please contact Trent Wilkie at 886-6293 or tren- 
twilkie@gmail.com 


Looking for director for Fringe play (drama), norton- 
mah@hotmail.com 


Musical Director wanted for Musical Comedy for 
Edmonton Fringe, produced by Maggots Inc. Contact 
Chris at 906-9239 or email at chris3rivera @yahoo.com 


ae 
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Gerry contact@gerryyaum.com, www.gerryyaum.com 
Harcourt House Arts Centre: Call for Submissions for 
Artist in Residence Program. Submission deadline: 
May 31 Residency begins Nov. 1, 2008 
The Alberta Society of Artists with the Edmonton 
Public is ing a free public lecture with 
Eilean S on ‘28, 7pm at the 
Stanley A Miler Theatre, 7 St Winston Chucil Sq 


MUSICIANS 


Bass player witht vocals wanted for three-piece and: 
A La ae eae ane 
-wwws.tTmanemachura.com Mi @ 240-1509" mS 


Mature basso seeks pianist for pleasure, recording 
and poss gigs. Contact Darrelbeardeer@yahoo.ca 


Edmt based prof band seeks prof lead guitar fieabed 
back-up vocals an asset. No use of drugs or alchohol. 
See www.julyrocks.com for info, audition (May 24) Ph 

hane 203-7638, Rolland 903-8756 


Looking for drummer for 3-piece’indie rock project. 


Must be open minded. Ph Chuck at 235-0822 


Pro-level bass player wanted for original/covers rock 
f 


trio. Back-up vocals over 25 under 45. Please be seri- 
ous and professional, 860-8277 


Buskers wanted Aug. 2 outdoor family event in Stony 


Plain. Must register. spcountrymarket@hotmail.com 
445-9114 Seeking lively, friendly entertainers 


Drummer wanted for 
3-piece indie rock band 
Ii Jake 235-0821 


Drummer/bass player wanted, infl; Black Label Society, 


Overkill, Exodus, Anthrax, Suicidal Tendencies, Must 
have wheels and no BS! Bleed Black Label Society, call 
Critter, 660-6923 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer For Nextfest! June 5-15th. 
Receive Free Festival Pass! For more information 
please contact Elisa @ 453-2440 


Volunteers needed to “make fun” at the Edmonton 


nal Street Performers Festival (July 4- 
13). Apply online at www.edmontonstreetfest.com, 
email at volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com, or call 
Liz at 425-5162. (volunteers must 14 yrs minimum) 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 


Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www.famlit.ca 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
100378 - 82 Ave. 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


Phone 426-1996 from 9 


roars 


0 wy 


MAY 22 - MAY 28, 2008 


teers, ae info contact Volunteer 


Coordinator Caitlyn unmings at 780-425-2122 et. 
.aD.Ca 


230 or volunteer 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
424-3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time ing trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 
Volunteers Needed! to. help adult immigrants leafh 
days/wknds, 3-4hr: 


English. Shifts day/ eve., nds, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp. req., Various locations. Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to help newcomer Somali chil- 
dren with homework. 2 Eves/wk. Northside location. 
Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed ta help new immigrants to Canada 
learn about Canadian customs and culture. Tues and 
Thurs June to August.Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Healthy volunteers required for research studies with 
the Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A. 
Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. Reimbursement will be 
provided 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at Uof A is 
seeking mayor depression sufferers who are interest- 
ed in participating in a research study. Call 407-3906. 


Committee looking for help with helping inner city 
music and arts festival. Have fun and gain great expe- 
rience! Website hotcmf.com. Please call 758-9856 for 

more info 


The Edmonton International Baseball 
Foundation js looking for volunteers to assist in the 
hosting of the IBAF World Junior AAA Baseball 
Championship (July 25-Aug. 3). Call the E..B.F 
Tournament Office 498-2225 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
layout and design. 434-4747 ext 4 for info 


am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email rob@vueweekly.com ¢ 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon » Print legibly on lines at right « Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character = Allow one space following punctuation 


~~~ CLASSIFIEDS 


£5. * 


Fun and Inspiring 
Summer Employment 


Public Outreach is hiring its summer staff! We are offering 
great positions for students looking to gain valuable work 
experience in a fun and flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in 
meaningful dialogue in order to promote sustainable 
funding on behalf of our select group of non profits. Our 
Teams enjoy working outdoors in a dynamic and 
interactive atmosphere, on behalf of causes they fee! 
passionately about. With flexible scheduling, excellen! 
training, and scholarships this is the ideal summer 
employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 

or call 780.436.9896 

www.publicoutreach.ca 


Print your ad here... 


homeless animals, Young oF old 
Scafscare.org 


a 
Me Wheels, Volunteer kitchen haj, ... 
mieeded, Weeksays 1Wam-Iom. C3) 42. 


$n 

ElderCare provides day Programs fo a 

Volunteers are needed to help with dash. 

such as crafts, eard games and socializing 
434-4747 Ext. 4 


es 
Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. 8) 
teers are needed to help raise funds for +n. 
meals and outings. Ph 434-4747... 
—— 
Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Cultu 
Seeks steering committee volunteers 
Www.exposurefestival.ca 


Volunteer Website for youth 14-24 years o\q 
WWW.youthvolunteer.ca 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for v ii 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk 
drop-in setting, Naomi 496-5847, e-m: osycat 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sistor! Bo a Monto 
Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-818), 
Become an in-school mentor, just one hour 4 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 


MOREA: : 
y, confused. Are there any guys out 
2 who cy amar a as far 
pletely absessed. Not only did he want 
Ga 
pp 1 think of myself as 


a when | feel the person on the 
and of the line is waiting. But, that’s not 
why he’s my ex. He was rather imma- 
tyre. He was so obsessed with sex, 
i everything was sexual. If | said it was 
raining out. He'd say “Oooh sounds ... 


wet... ” If | said something was hard 
. 


a 


- Ganmunity Options Soeiery/Board Recruiting 2008- 
‘208: “army Oe, sce rh dren & 


ws nat { for the blind and 


edmont 


——————— 
Special needs “Leam to Bike" courses at Gold Bar 


a.com, of call 451-8331 


(difficult) he’d say “Ooh, hard!” It was 
like that with everything! He was not 
some ither. He was 48! 


@ than 
broke up. Then | fell in love 
wit polar opposite. We've been 
together a couple years and our sex life 
has gone downhill rapidly, from two to 
three times a week to maybe once every 
three months. !'ve tried to initiate it, but 
! get nowhere. It only happens when he 
wants to. | really love this guy and | 
want to marry him. | just need to figure 
out how to find a happy medium. 

LOVE, OPPOSITE DAY 


DEAR DAY: 

A happy medium in your case would 
fequire something like the matter-trans- 
porter machine from The Fly—you'd put 
Mr “Ooh, Sounds ... Wet” in one pod 
and Mr Every Three Months in the other 
and zap them back and forth in space 
until their DNA was well and truly 


Park are looking for volunteer experienced cyclists to 
help with this course. Thu evenings until June 12; 
Sept. 4-Oct. 16, John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


~ PA.LS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
Volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


EC.A.W.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 


\Wwww.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.adhe ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
Intemational: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. Www.cciorg.ca 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time 
Carmen 429-0137 x233, 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION js looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 


volunteer shoes to pag ws eat students in the 
ESL - English as a Secoi jage program. 
Tonga materials aidan Cerpact 424-5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior, Call Bev 732-1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www-ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


CHIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


——— 
‘Not Bombs (ooking for people to help out with 
etm and po cir. Lil eu Sunday. id a 


Sites! . See 
Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


1S i eee 
Velusteor toochers seaded to teach English us 9 
second language to newcomers to Canada. 
ientation and training provided. Meet people from 
Bru the wo doar ex 
or 
Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 


The iY, 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis ling. 
For information ph 423-4102 


mixed. Ideally, you'd end up with a guy 
who wanted to do it about as often as 
you do, with some room in there for 
Negotiation. Un-ideally, of course, you 
could make yourself a boyfriend who 
never wants to have sex but does like to 
make a whole lot of immature, sniggery 
jokes about it. On second thought, 
maybe this isn't the best plan. 

The first guy sounds unbearable. I'm 
surprised you stuck it out with him as 
lang (oo00h, /ong) as you did. It must 
have been hard to ... | mean you had to 
have been open to ... | mean on top of— 
oh, never mind. It must have been like liv- 
ing with Michael Scott with a few drinks 
in him: “That's what she said!" Awful. 
You have my sympathy. 

The new guy is a harder nut (oh, shut 
up) to crack. Are you really as mystified 
as you sound as to where the sex has 


. gone and why, or is there a chance that 


you do know what's up (shut up) with 
him but don’t want to admit it? | don’t 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Jackie James-Discrete and upscale 
Attractive petite brunette, MILF, 5ft - 90 Ibs 
Mature gentlemen only, edmt southside 
Ph 780-887-4989 


Misty .. Desirable redhead, mature, petite 
model Offers passion, spanking, fantasies or 


Greek. 442-3039 
S291 1047-001/059816197-002 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www.freewebs.com/asiantouch 

695-3623 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Qutealls only, flat rates quoted 
{ndependent escort 
442 0744 


Uc # 75505846-001 


Monique, 32 
Beuthtteranna body, very b 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


MISTRESS MORGANNA 15+ Yrs. exp. elaborate 
playroom, spanking, pone, CBT, sissy strap on, 
490-5299 www.wickedleatherdomina.com 


FLAT RATE FUN 
24/7 call before 3am 


www flatratefun.com 
(780) 932-4739 lic#64748946 


ADULT 


Prestige Massage 
Ask for daily special Monday to 
Thursday 
10 am to 4:30pm. Two new Girls. 
440-3642 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre. of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) pro- 
Vides crisis intervention, information, counseling, 
public education services. For a customized presen: 
tation T: 423-4102/F. 421-8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
wnw.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
Education Program 


www. { a 
is pleased Tad pe ek to give Tis lg 
to intervene with people 

sincide Follow the links to ASIST or call 414- 


think it’s abnormal to experience a 
drop-off after a few years, particularly, 
but four times a year is pretty slim pick- 
ings. As a mere stripling of 31 | would 
be very cautious, in your place, about 
signing any long-term contracts under 
those conditions. At the very least you 
Ought to know what's going on with him 
(and with your relationship) before you 
agree to marry someone who frankly 
isn’t going to satisfy you. It would be a 
different story if you were saying "We 
only do it every three months and we're 
both happy with that.” I'd dance at your 
wedding then. The way you're talking 
about it though, I'd feel more like | was 
dancing on your marriage’s grave and 
while I've always liked Nick Cave and 
stuff I'm just not that Goth. Sorry. It 
ain't going to work. 

You're going to have to have one of 
those sit-downs that nobody wants but 
nearly everybody needs at some point 
This is no time to ask him what's wrong 


s€n da rock and a hard place (that’s what she said) 


with him or to suggest that maybe he’s 
just not man enough for you, not if you 
actually like him, anyway. It is time to 
find out what's going on with him all 
those times you initiate and you “get 
nowhere.” {s it possible he’s missing 
your cues? Is there a better time or a 
better approach? A different act? If no, 
no, no and no and this is just who he 
is, € guy Who's interested in sex four 
times a year and anything extra just 
seems unnecessary or unappealing, 
then you're going to have to figure out 
if there's some way you can get your # 
itches scratched. Maybe he'd be happy 
just holding you while you take care of 
things for yourself. Maybe he'd be OK 
if you had a “friend.” Maybe he needs 
a check-up and a meds adjustment and 
all will be well after that. You're going 
to have to find out, is all. | don't care if 
it's hard. And that’s not what she said, 
or so | hear 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


Le+ No lability, Restrictlons apply. 


hestipickupiline’ 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Try Creation Tart for fron. Tier “xtra” to SPREE + werm.cruieslioa.ca 


Gra 


_ Be 154 
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> ) 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


ek ie | 
ope Coulg 


MAY 22- MAY 28, 2008 WUE WEEKLY 


ae 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


fon VaNA = 
A rea de nano | DERIRE JON 
DR. HOOK va i URC SPER Ra wnCHe TT ae! TEN RK REID) 


*~ 


TICKETS JUST $33.33 + GST and service charges TICKETS JUST : 50 +0 


dhicketsfayailablejnowsatwhicketmaster! 


www.ticketmaster.ca 
(780) 451-8000 


For more info visit www.rainmaker.ab.ca 


Concert Series produced by: 


Si 
TRIXSTAR X PRODUCTIONS ~- an 
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